




















































ALABAMA BIRDLIFE 

received. Swainson's Hawk is rarely noted in our area, with most 
reports from the outer coast in middle or late autumn. Surprisingly, we 
had two records this fall, both from Ft. Morgan (acc.ABRC). An 
immature was photographed 19-20 Oct (ALM,mob), and an adult ap­
peared 10 Nov (GDJ ,GF,mob). The Krider's form ofthe Red-tailed Hawk 
is rare in the WP, and a single bird was described from Gulf Breeze 26 
Oct (JWB). American Kestrels are now very scarce in the breeding 
season on the coast, and the solitary bird 18 Aug in Baldwin (PB) was 
likely an early migrant. Normal numbers of Merlins, one to two birds per 
day, were noted at Ft. Morgan this fall. Seven reports of l 0 Peregrine 
Falcons were submitted from the coast in the autumn, mostly from Ft. 
Morgan. One seen there 1 Sep (PB,GF,BG,JL) established a new early 
arrival date for the GC. Solitary Peregrines at Gulf Shores 29 Dec 
(LB,MS) and at Ft. Morgan 13 Jan (RAD) were more unusual, though not 
unexpected. Inland records are less frequent. An adult Peregrine was 
discovered at Swan Creek WMA, Limestone, 23 Sep (TAB); another, or 
possibly the same, was spotted nearby at Decatur the following day 
(GDJ). An immature was seen at Swan Creek WMA 15 Oct (GDJ,BCG), 
and a single bird was noted at Lake Land Farms, Perry, 15 Nov (MO). 

RAILS· SHOREBmDS: A Yellow Rail was studied at close range 
at Ft. Morgan 1 Sep (JL,GF,PB,BG,acc.ABRC). This was only the second 
GC record of this recluse, and amazingly the bird was observed flying 
through a wooded area and perched in a low tree! The reliable" Sandhill 
Cranes returned to the Gulf Shores area this winter, with a high tally of 
27 on the CBC 29 Dec. Black-bellied Plovers are difficult to find inland, 
so the solitary bird 19 Aug in Decatur (SWM) was interesting. Autumn 
records of Lesser Golden-Plover are uncommon. A single bird 4 Aug at 
Ft. Morgan (PB,GF) provided an early GC record. Another Lesser 
Golden-Plover was near Decatur in Limestone 24 Sep (GDJ), and the 
individual 6 Dec at Big Sabine, Escambia (RAD) set a late record for the 
WP. Highest counts this year for Snowy Plover were eight at Ft. Morgan 
29Sep(GDJ),l1atBigSabine,FL,18Nov(GF,JL,PB),andsevenatGuIf 
Shores 29 Dec (RRR,mob). Wilson's Plovers do not normally winter in 
our area, though in recent years there have been a few lingering birds at 
Big Sabine, FL. At that site this year was a solitary Wilson's 18 Nov 
(GF,JL,PB); three birds spotted 24 Feb (RAD) could have wintered or 
might have been early migrants. Piping Plovers were present along the 
coast in small numbers at the regular sites; the single Piping described 
7 Oct at Swan Creek WMA (SWM) was unusual inland. 

American Oystercatchers are uncommon in Baldwin, and one was 
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seen at Ft. Morgan 18 Aug (0 EF). The Craft Sod Farm near Gulf Shores 
continued this fall as the top regional area for Upland Sandpipers. 
Fourteen seen 21 Jul (PB) set a new early GC record; the high count for 
the season was 45 birds 18 Aug (GDJ,DGJ). The sod farm near 
Harpersville, Shelby, also yielded Upland Sandpipers this fall, with a 
maximum offour seen 29 Aug(GDJ,DGJ). Please remember th at birders 
are not allowed to walk or drive on the grass at these sod farms. As is now 
the norm, two Long-billed Curlews were found this autumn at the 
Battleship near Mobile, with the first report on 30 Sep (GDJ,DGJ). 
Three Marbled Godwits were discovered 23 Sep at Swan Creek WMA 
(TAB), providing a first inland fall record. One bird lingered to 29 Sep 
(GDJ,SWM). Uncommon on the coast, a single Marbled Godwit was 
noted at Blakely 1.13 Oct (GDJ,AOS). 

Sanderlings are unusual inland, and two juveniles were spotted in 
Limestone 9 Sep (GDJ). A Pectoral Sandpiper was late in Perry 15 Nov 
(MO). Fifteen Stilt Sandpipers were also tardy in s. Baldwin 11 Nov 
(GDJ), and four were spotted nearby on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec 
(RAD,EL). This graceful wader is rare in the winter, but has appeared 
more frequently at that season in recent years. It was a good year for 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers. One located in s. Baldwin 5 Aug (J&JP) 
established a new GC early date. Five Buff-breasteds were near 
Harpersville, Shelby, 3 Sep (PHF), setting a new high count for the MR. 
Another inland record was of three birds in Colbert 16 Sep (SWM). 

LARIDS: A Parasitic Jaeger, difficult to find in the state, was 
observed at close range on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec (ALM, p.a.ABRC). 
Franklin's Gulls are rare in the WP, so the immature at Big Sabine 27 
Nov (RAD,WF) was noteworthy. An early Bonaparte's Gull was in 
Okaloosa, FL, 2 Nov (RLB,JWB). Wilson Dam on the Tennessee R. near 
Florence is one of the better spots for concentrations of gulls in our 
region. A flock of approximately 6500 Ring-billed Gulls was at this site 
13Jan (GDJ,DGJ). "Ole One Foot," the long-lived, dark-backed, mystery 
gull, was found again this year in Pensacola, FL, from 19 Jul to 30 Aug 
(RAD). Beginning 20 Nov, an immature Glaucous Gull wintered at 
Guntersville (ALM,mob,acc.ABRC). Great Black-backed Gulls are now 
seen annually in the region, and a first-year bird was present at Ft. 
Morgan 26 Jan (GF,PB,acc.ABRC). The discovery of a first-year Black­
legged Kittiwake 29 Dec to 3 Jan at St. Andrews SP, FL(MAO,mob,ph.) 
provided the first Bay record. This vagrant is rarely encountered in our 
area. 

The 475 Sandwich Terns flying east along the beach at Ft. Morgan 
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in a few hours 30 Sep (GDJ,DGJ) established a new state maximum. 
Common Terns are seen in good numbers along the coast only in late 
summer and fall. Highest reported count this season was of 42 at Gulf 
Shores 9 Oct (GDJ). Two were still present there 11 Nov (GDJ), and two 
were also seen 29 Dec on the CBC (HHK,OEF, CDC,BCG,mob). A rare 
winter sighting for the ICP was a Forster's Tern 19 Jan in Montgomery 
(LG). A Least Tern at Pensacola Beach 4 Dec (RAD) provided the first 
December record for the WP. 

DOVES - HUMMINGBmDS: In December, Mr. Pittman counted 
42 Eurasian Collared-Doves at his home near Destin, FL, a significant 
increase from the six birds discovered there in 1987. They have now 
spread over a ten-mile area from the Pittman residence. It was a good 
fall for White-winged Doves along the coast, with a maximum offive seen 
at Ft. Morgan 14 Nov (TAI,PB,MN ,mob). Another was located 20 Oct at 
Gulf Shores (PB,GF,JL,mob). The species is harder to find in the WP, 
and solitary birds were spotted 25 Oct and 2 Nov at Gulf Breeze 
(WWD,LRD,mob) and 25-27 Oct at Ft. Pickens (RAD,RLB,JWB,JS). 
Record late Black-billed Cuckoos were seen 28 Oct at Gulf Breeze, FL 
(LRD,WWD), and 3 Nov at nearby Ft. Pickens (RLB,RB). · Groove-billed 
Anis are rare and erratic in occurrence on the coast, and seem to have an 
affinity for Ft. Pickens, FL. One was noted there 17 Oct (GF), and 
remained until at least 28 Oct (RLB,JWB,JS,OEF,mob). An entertain­
ing rarity is the Burrowing Owl, which is only occasionally found along 
our coast. A lone bird was encountered at Ft. Pickens, FL, 3 Nov 
(RLB,RB). Whip-poor-wills are uncommon winter residents on the 
coast, but the larger Chuck-will's-widow is only rarely found at that 
season. A "Chuck" was found freshly killed in the road at Ft. Morgan 26 
Jan (GF,PB). 

This was a fantastic year for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds through­
out the region, with some locations reporting up to 200 birds visible at 
a single time in late summer and early fall. In a six-week period 
beginning in early August, the Sargents used 57 gallons of sugar water 
at their home near Birmingham! Black-chinned Hummingbirds are now 
known to be regular migrants in the region, and the Sargents banded 
three young birds in east Jefferson from 18 Aug to 5 Oct. An immature 
male was studied in Pinson, Jefferson, 29 Sep (RRS, MBS, MO, SO, acc. 
ABRC). A female Calliope Hummingbird. near Montevallo, Shelby, 
spiced up the late winter for a multitude of birders. It was present all 
winter at the TH residence, and was identified and banded 26 Feb 
(RRS,acc.ABRC). This was only the second record for the state of this 

Vol. 38, No.1, 1991 27 



ALABAMA BIRDLIFE 

diminutive vagrant, and the bird remained into the early spring. A male 
Rufous Hummingbird was studied in east Jefferson 11 Aug (MO,SO), 
and single birds were banded by the Sargents 12 Nov in Huntsville and 
25 Jan in Mobile. WOODPECKERS - SWALLOWS: A Yellow­
bellied Sapsucker in Walker 21 Sep (JG) tied the previous MR early 
arrival date; one at Ft. Morgan 7 Oct (PB) was also early. Rare for the 
WP was a Hairy Woodpecker in Pensacola 10 Sep (GF). A GC maximum 
was established on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec for N. Flicker, with 150 
tallied. Olive-sided Flycatchers can be difficult to locate in our region, 
and are most often seen in September. One of these "Big-headed Bug­
eaters" was spotted at Ft. Morgan 15 Sep (JL,AF,DF,GF,mob). An E. 
Wood-Pewee in Montgomery 3 Nov (LG) provided a new late ICP record. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers are rare-but-regular transients in the state; 
a single bird was studied at Ft. Morgan 29 Sep (GDJ,acc.ABRC), and 
another was banded there 20 Oct (RRS,MBS) for a new late Alabama 
record. The uncommon Least Flycatcher was detailed at Ft. Morgan 6 
& 8 Oct (GDJ). An E. Phoebe at Pensacola 15 Sep (PT) set a new early 
record for the WP. A new Alabama maximum was established for this 
flycatcher with 130 counted on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec. 

Ash-throated Flycatchers are very rare in the area, so the 
discovery of an individual 18 Nov at Ft. Pickens, FL (GF,BCG,JL,PB) 
. was exciting. Western Kingbirds are regular in small numbers along the 
coast in the autumn, and this year I received four separate reports of 
single birds at Ft. Morgan. The species is rare in winter, and thus the 
lone kingbirds 7 Dec at Ft. Morgan (RAD,WJB) and 6 Jan at Pace, FL 
(GF ,JL,KD,MSt) were interesting. The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher nested 
this summer in Alabama for the first time. A pair fledged four young 
west of Florence 5-6 Aug (DCP,PDK), and they remained to 3 Sep. One 
or more adult Scissor-taileds were seen 7-11 Oct at Ft. Morgan (GDJ), 
where they are regular in the fall. Another was located at Ft. Pickens, 
FL, 20 Oct (RLB,JWB,RB). The first report of returning Purple Martins 
was of a male at Gulf Shores 13 Feb (PB). The two N. Rough-winged 
Swallows at Ft. Morgan 1 Dec (WJB) were late. 

WRENS - WOOD WARBLERS: Bewick's Wrens have become 
exceedingly scarce throughout our area, but they are particularly un­
usual on the coast. The single wren seen 2 Oct at Gulf Breeze, FL (WJB), 
and the two noted 11 Nov at Marianna, FL (BDN,RC), were thus notable. 
Unlike the situation with the Bewick's Wren, the numbers of E. Blue­
birds have increased in recent years. Encouraging numbers on the coast 
included a flock of over 55 at Ft. Morgan 17 Nov (GF,PB,BG,SG,BCG), 
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and a state maximum count of293 on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec. The 
Duncans commented on "excellent numbers" of bluebirds inland in n.w. 
Florida and in Covington and Escambia, AL. A Veery 5 Sep at Montrose, 
Baldwin (VB F) was early. Two Wood Thrushes described on the Gulf 
Shores CBC 29 Dec (CLK,IR,JJ) represented only the third winter record 
for Alabama. The five White-eyed Vireos counted at Ft. Morgan 26 Jan 
(PB,GF) were a good number for that season. On the Gulf Shores CBC 
29 Dec, a Yellow-throated Vireo was located (RRS), providing one of the 
few winter records for the state. 

An Orange-crowned Warbler 16 Sep at Ft. Morgan (PB,JL) provided 
a new arrival record for the GC. The species is rare in n. Alabama in the 
winter. One late Orange-crowned was spotted at Wheeler NWR, Lime­
stone, 17 Nov (RRS,mob), and a wintering bird was discovered near 
Florence 16 Feb (HHK,PDK,mob). Three Nashville Warblers, uncom­
mon transients, were banded at Ft. Morgan 20-21 Oct (RRS,MBS). At 
the same location 20 and 23 Oct, the Sargents banded two Black­
throated Blue Warblers. This species is often hard to locate in our region, 
particularly in the autumn. Three additional birds were seen in e. 
Jefferson 18 - 27 Aug (RRS,MBS), setting anew early arrival record for 
inland Alabama. A Black-throated Green Warbler in Montgomery 27 
Oct (LG) was late, but not as tardy as the notable wintering bird at 
Panama City, FL, 25 and 28 Jan (JO,EK.). 

Cerulean Warblers have appeared more scarce in recent times, but 
this summer quite few were seen in passage. "Many" were seen in July 
and August in e. Jefferson (RRS,MBS), and one to two birds were found 
on multiple days from 31 Jul to 2 Sep at Montrose, Baldwin (VBF). Large 
numbers of Am. Redstarts were reported at coastal migration spots 23-
25 Sep (RAD). The individuals discovered 14 Nov at Pensacola, FL (LGo) 
and 19 Nov at Magnolia Springs, Baldwin (MSk) were late, with the 
Alabama bird establishing a new GC record. Ovenbirds are casual in 
winter on the coast, and one was discovered on the Gulf Shores CBC 29 
Dec (RRS,MS). A new late WP date was set by the observation of a N. 
Waterthrush 3 Nov at Ft. Pickens (RB,RLB). The Wilson's Warbler at 
Montrose, Baldwin, 4 Sep (VBF) was very early. 

GROSBEAKS - FINCHES: Several locations reported late Rose­
breasted Grosbeaks. Two were in Gulf, FL, 3 Nov (TM,HL,mob), an 
additional two Rose-breasteds were in Panama City, FL, to 10 Nov 
(BCM), and the latest bird set a new GC record 30 Nov at Ft. Morgan 
(RAD). A male Painted Bunting was a surprise winter visitor in 
Escambia, FL, 7-12 Feb (JM,OEF). American Tree Sparrows are very 
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rare visitors to the area, most often in the TV. Three were described from 
Wheeler NWR, Morgan, 19 Jan (SWM,p.a.ABRC). It was a good autumn 
for Clay-colored Sparrows, with four reports from Ft. Morgan (acc.ABRC). 
What were thought to be different birds were seen 29 Sep (GDJ), 6 and 
7 Oct (GDJ,DGJ), and 7-10 Nov (RAD,mob). This species is a rare annual 
visitor to the outer coast. 

Usually easier to find is the Lark Sparrow, but this season I only had 
one report from Ft. Morgan 29 Sep (GDJ). As is usual, I received a couple 
of Lincoln Sparrow records from Ft. Morgan in late October 
(RRS,MBS,RAD,GF,mob). One was seen inland 28 Oct at Wheeler 
NWR, Limestone (SWM). The White-throated Sparrow 7 Oct at Ft. 
Morgan (PB,mob) was early. Two White-crowned Sparrows 24 Sep at Ft. 
Pickens (RAD,RR) set a new WP early record, and the single bird spotted 
at Ft. Morgan 5 days later (GDJ) was also very early. The 12 White­
crowneds in Gulf, FL, 18 Nov (BDN,NW,SCA) represented an unusual 
number for that area. Forty-four Lapland Longspurs were seen in 
Limestone 19 Jan (JRW,DM), and some of these remained to at least 28 
Jan (SWM,HHK,GA,BJ). 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds are rare-but-regular visitors on the outer 
coast in the fall, and this year I had three reports. Singles were at Ft. 
Morgan 29 Sep (GDJ,mob), at Gulf Breeze, FL, 2 Oct (WJB,GB), and 13 
Oct in Bay, FL (HL,TM,mob). As you proceed east along the coast, 
Brewer's Blackbirds become scarce in the winter. Seven birds were 
considered rare in Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 12 Nov (RAD,JP). A male 
Shiny Cowbird was observed in Pensacola, FL, 3 Feb (GF,CDF), 
providing our area with the first evidence of wintering for this new 
scourge. Along the same lines, a Bronzed Cowbird was seen at Ft. 
Morgan 7-10 Nov (RAD,mob,ph.,acc.ABRC). This was only the third 
record ofthis species in Alabama. Unfortunately, we will probably be 
seeing a lot more of both of these pests in the future. 

Approximately 100-150 Orchard Orioles were seen flying over Gulf 
Breeze, FL, in a 45-minute period 19 Aug (RAD). A N. Oriole was seen 
on the Montgomery CBC 26-29 Dec (RAD, LG) for one of only a few ICP 
winter records. The Bullock's form of this species is a rare vagrant to our 
area, and a female-plumaged bird was at Ft. Morgan 5 Oct (JH,JFH). 
The House Finch continues steadily marching across the land, with 
increased numbers along the coast this winter. They were reported from 
Ft. Morgan to Ft. Walton Beach, FL, with a GC maximum of28 on the 
Gulf Shores CBC 29 Dec (EL,SL,RAD,mob). It was a poor year for 
visiting Pine Siskins, though some did reach the coast. Only a few 
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Evening Grosbeaks were reported, all from the Birmingham area from 
23 Dec to 6 Jan (RRS,MBS,BiG,JG). 

CITED OBSERVERS: Alabama Ornithological Society , Sybil C. 
Arbery, Gussie Arnett, Jane W. Ballman, Richard L. Ballman, Rick 
Ballman, Joel Black, Paul Blevins, Greta Bremser, William J. Bremser, 
Thomas A Brindley, Linda Buzzard, Ron Christen, C. Dwight Cooley, 
Kim Davis, Lucy R. Duncan, RobertA Duncan, R. Scot Duncan, William 
W. Duncan, Owen E. Fang, Harriett H. Findlay, Carol D. Fleming, Gene 
Fleming, Mary F. Floyd, Ann Forster, Dan Forster, Paul H. Franklin, 
J im Frazier, Venetia B. Friend, Will Fullilove, Larry Gardella, Ben C. 
Garmon, Peggy Gibbs, Bernice Gilley, Bill Gilliland (BiG), Joann Gilliland, 
Lyn Gould (LGo), Sandra Gunn, Taylor Hill, James F. Holmes, J im 
Holmes, Ron Houser, Thomas A Imhof, Debra G. Jackson, Greg D. 
Jackson, BettyeJames, Joyce Johnson, Ed Keppner, Curtis L. Kingsbery, 
Helen H. Kittinger, Rick J . & J 0 S. Kittinger, Paul D. Kittle, Eric Lefstad, 
Sandra Lefstad, Jan Lloyd, Horace Loftin, Joel Martin, Steve W. 
McConnell, Tony Menart, Andrea Menyhert, B.C. Messer, Ann L. Miller, 
Bill Milmore, Howard & Sue Morris, Dollyann Myers, Bruce D. Neville, 
Minnie Nonkes, Mary Ann Olson,John Oswald, Michael Owens, Suzanne 
Owens, Dee C. Patterson, James Pfeiffer, John & Jackie Porter, Robert 
R. Reid, IIa Roose, Rufus Rose, Martha B. Sargent, Robert R. Sargent, 
Jim Saunders, Maureen Shaffer, Robert Shell, Maud Skiba (MSk), Alice 
Stevens, Mike Strangeland (MSt), Bill Summerour, Paul W. Sykes, Phil 
Tetlow, Noel Warmer, JeffR. Wilson. 

Greg D. Jackson, 2220 Baneberry Drive, Birmingham, AL 35244. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
MARK BROWN 

1959 ·1991 

On 13 January 1991, A.O.S.lost one of its most talented members. 
Dennis Mark Brown died at the young age of 31, but his enthusiastic 
interest in birds will long be remembered by all of us whose lives he 
touched. 

Mark's was born 30 October 1959 in Decatur, Alabama, and it was 
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there that he developed his fascination for birds during his early 
childhood. When he was 14 years old, he began participating in Wheeler 
National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird Counts. 

During his high school and college years, Mark contributed signifi­
cantly to birding data in Alabama, and his attention to detail and 
accuracy was impeccable. This was evident in every challenge he 
undertook. On 24 April, 1983, he and his friend, Dwight Cooley, pro­
duced 202 species of birds on a Big Day on the Coast of Alabama. This 
record has never been broken. 

After he graduated from Auburn University, Mark lived in Houston, 
Texas, for several years. His records in that intensely birded state were 
numerous, and he established a new National Audubon Society Christ­
mas Bird Count area at San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge. 

Even as his health failed, Mark used his remaining energy in a 
positive way. He corresponded with many public officials and organiza­
tions that are working toward a safer environment for all wildlife, 
including birds. Hopefully, some ofthe ideas and suggestions he offered 
will be used in their plans for the future. 

To Mark's family and friends, we offer our heartfelt sympathy. His 
bright spirit enriched the lives of many people, and his contributions will 
live on. 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, AL 35209. 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

This issue has used up all of our backlog of artiCles. As a result, this 
will be the only issue of Alabama Birdlife published in 1991, rather than 
our customary two. This will also be my last issue as editor. It's hard to 
believe that four years has passed so quickly! 

John Porter, our new president, will be doubling for a while as 
president and editor. This will be a big undertaking, so I would like to 
take this opportunity to urge you to support John and the AOS by 
sending in your articles for publication in Alabama Birdlife. As you 
know, it is the contributions of the membership that determine the 
quality and success of our journal. Articles should be mailed to: Dr. 
John Porter, 803 Queen City Avenue, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401. 

Ithas been a pleasure serving as editor and Iwish all of you the very 
best birding in the years ahead. Don't forget to take time to write up 
your observations and send them to John so that the rest of us can share 
in your discoveries. 
Bill Summerour, Biology Dept., Jacksonville State University, Jackson­
ville, AL 36265. 
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