

































































ALABAMA BIRDLIFE

nesting material at Gulf Shores 18 Feb (PB); this species nests annually
in Baldwin. An Am. Swallow-tailed Kite was seen at Ft. Pickens 17 Sep
(RAD) for a late WP record. Black-shouldered Kites are only occa-
sional in our area, though two were sighted in southern Alabama last
winter. The fifth state record was 21 Oct at Ft. Morgan
(MFF,MN,AF,DF,mob), and anotherbird was sighted on the Gulf Shores
CBC 30 Dec (RRS,MBS) (both * ABRC). Bald Eagles have fortunately
become rather numerous in winter along the Tennessee River, but are
still uncommon to rare away from this area. This fall and winter they
seemed more common than usual on the Alabama and Florida coasts,
with 11 reports totaling 14 individuals. The first sighting on the coast
was of three immatures 7 Oct at Ft. Morgan (PB,GF,AF,DF,mob). The
Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay was again the best hawkwatching spot this
fall, with VBF noting 185 Broad-winged Hawks 28 Sep, 390 on 4 Oct, and
217 the following day. Twenty-two Red-tailed Hawks were spotted in one
hour at this site 18 Nov (VBF). The “hawk farm” near Guntersville Dam
was dependable again this year for Rough-legged Hawk, with one bird
wintering. Golden Eagles are seen annually in our area, but are still
rare finds. An immature was noted at Dauphin Island 31 Jan
(DB,TP,MVH), and probably the same bird was spotted at Ft. Morgan 5
Feb (MH). Another Golden Eagle was located near the Guntersville Dam
10 Feb (HHK,GA).

Merlins are regular in small numbers in fall migration on the coast,
and this season I had seven reports involving 16 birds from 28 Sep to 22
Oct. Moreunusual weretwo reports near Marion 12 Nov(GDJ,BCG) and
23 Jan (GDJ), possibly the samebird. There were also two Merlins on the
Choctawhatchee Bay (Fla.) CBC 18 Dec, and one 30 Dec on the Gulf
Shores CBC. Peregrine Falcons seem to be rebounding, with numerous
individuals on the coast from 23 Sep to 18 Nov. High count was seven
birds at Ft. Morgan 7-8 Oct (PDK,GDJ,mob). Outside the migration
period on the coast, there were five noted on the Gulf Shores CBC 30 Dec,
and two seen 1 Jan on the Ft. Morgan CBC. Inland Peregrines included
one at Greenville 3 Oct (CK), an immature in Limestone 27 Nov
(GDJ,HHK), and an adult in Morgan 10 Dec (DMB). The Prairie
Falcon returned again for the sixth winter to the “hawk farm” near
Guntersville, first seen 9 Jan (DMB).

RAILS - SHOREBIRDS: The Common Moorhen spotted 3 Sep in
Colbert (TMH) was a first occurrence for northwest Alabama. Sandhill
Cranes returned this winter to Gulf Shores, with 14 noted 2 Dec (GDJ).
The high count was 34 birds 9 Jan (PB) setting a new maximum for the
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Glaucous Gull at Wheeler Dam 15-28 Jan (ALM,mob) (* ABRC). I
received three reports of Great Black-backed Gulls, all in first-winter
plumage. One was seen on the Guntersville CBC 26 Dec (DMB), another
30 Dec on the Gulf Shores CBC (GDJ), and the third 27 Feb in Colbert
(DMB,CAB) (* ABRC). The last unusual gull reported was the hard-to-
categorize “Ole One Foot,” seen yet another season in the WP. It was
located 4 Dec in Escambia (PJ) and 26 Dec in Santa Rosa (BM). I'm not
fully convinced that this bird will ever die, but if it does perhaps it will
have the consideration to do so near a birder so we can try to make a
positive identification!

Common Terns are quite uncommon in winter along our coast, so the
sighting of “several” at Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., 29 Nov(BB,OEF) and five
30 Dec on the Gulf Shores CBC (BB,DMB) were interesting. Forster’s
Terns are hard to find in many inland areas in winter; two were seen on
the Guntersville CBC 26 Dec (LR,DR), and one bird was noted 1 Jan at
Greenville (CK) for a first Butler record. A rare juvenile Bridled Tern
was noted on the AOS pelagic trip south of Baldwin 16 Sep. Two Sooty
Terns were reported this year. The first was at Ft. Morgan 5 Aug
(PB,GF)and the second was found dead on Santa Rosa Island, Escambia,
Fla., 20 Nov (CLK).

DOVES - SWIFTS: White-winged Doves seemed less common this
fall than in many previous years. Solitary birds were seen at Ft. Morgan
21 Oct (MN,MFF,mob), 13 Nov (JD), and 2-3 Jan (PB,GF,DMB). Nine
Common Ground-Doves were noteworthy 26 Dec in Butler (CK).
Groove-billed Anis are sporadic in fall and winter on the coast, but are
usually noted each year, sometimes in good numbers. I only had reports
of four birds at three locations in early winter, the first of two birds at
Gulf Shores 7 Dec (PB,GF). In the “believe-it-or-not” category comes the
tale (fide CLK) of a falconer (DVW) in northwest Florida whose Harris’
Hawk captured an adult Groove-billed Ani in Pensacola 16 Dec (for the
Pensacola CBC!). Van Wormer then decided to fly his hawk in the Ft.
Walton Beach area later that day, and the bird captured another ani!
Both birds were released unharmed. Harris’ Hawks and Groove-billed
Anis are native to the same area, but I'll leave it up to you to draw
conclusions. A Burrowing Owl was noted again this fall at Ft. Morgan
10 Nov (RAD). Short-eared Owls are rare most years, and I received a
single report of one at Cape San Blas, Bay, Fla., 26 Nov (RH fide TM). A
Chimney Swift 20 Oct at Guntersville (GDE) was rather late.

HUMMINGBIRDS: Thanks to the banding efforts of the Sargents,
apattern is emerging in Alabama and northwest Florida that is similar,
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though on a lesser scale, to that noted previously in Louisiana. Five
species were banded in the fall and early winter in our region, but none
were reported after the “Big Chill” in mid-December. The third Florida
record of Buff-bellied Hummingbird was a bird banded in Walton 18
Dec (*FBRC). Alabama has yet to record this species, though it occurred
again this year in coastal Mississippi. A late Ruby-throated was banded
in Mobile 6 Dec. Banded Black-chinneds on the coastincluded six birds
in the WP 5 Nov to 19 Dec, and two on the Alabama coast 6 Dec. Inland
banded Black-chinneds included one in east Jefferson 1-2 Aug and one
in Decatur from mid-October to mid-December. An albino hummingbird
wasin Shelby 23 Augto 4 Sep, and was banded and photographed 28 Aug
(*ABRC). This was thought to have been a young Black-chinned based
on measurements, structure, and voice. The most exciting hummingbird
was a Calliope, Florida’s first, banded near Ft. Walton Beach 18 Dec
and present for the next two days (accepted FBRC). An immature male
Rufous Hummingbird was observed in Birmingham 8 Sep (TAI). Four
Rufous were banded in the WP from 9 Oct to 19 Dec, and on 6 Dec on the
Alabama coast three birds were banded.

FLYCATCHERS: There were three reports this fall of Olive-sided
Flycatchers. Single birds were at Ft. Morgan 16 Sep (JTP) and 30 Oct
(PB), and on Dauphin Island 22 Sep (JTP,MMc,BMc). The Eastern
Wood-Pewee 29 Oct in Montgomery (LG) was a late record for the Coastal
Plain. Positively identified Yellow-bellied Flycatchers are rare; one
bird wasbanded at Ft. Morgan 1 Oct (RRS,MBS). The female Vermilion
Flycatchernoted near Marion 17 Sep (ALM,ADM) was a new early date
for the state. Another female Vermilion was seen 26 Oct at Ft. Walton
Beach, Fla. (DMW). Western Kingbirds are normally observed in small
numbers on the outer coast in autumn, and this year I received nine
reports of 12 birds at Ft. Morgan and Dauphin Island from 8 Sep (JH) to
25 Nov (EMW). High count was three at Ft. Morgan 21 Oct (GDJ,mob).
This species is less common in winter, with one record this year from Ft.
Morgan 17 Feb (PB). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers are aregular treat in the
fall, but seemed harder to find this year. The only reports were of
solitary birds at Ft. Morgan 29 Sep (RRS,MBS) and 4-5 Nov (PB,RAD),
and on Dauphin Island 22 Oct (GDJ,DGJ).

SWALLOWS - VIREOS: The N. Rough-winged Swallow 17 Nov in
Santa Rosa, Fla. (BM) was rather late. Fish Crows continue to be seen
above the Fall Line at Porter Lake in Jefferson, with five present 5 Oct
to 18 Nov (TAI,mob). Red-breasted Nuthatches staged an invasion this
fall, with many birds remaining throughout our area for the winter. The
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(*ABRC). This was thought to have been a young Black-chinned based
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Rufous were banded in the WP from 9 Oct to 19 Dec, and on 6 Dec on the
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25 Nov (EMW). High count was three at Ft. Morgan 21 Oct (GDJ,mob).
This species is less common in winter, with one record this year from Ft.
Morgan 17 Feb (PB). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers are aregular treat in the
fall, but seemed harder to find this year. The only reports were of
solitary birds at Ft. Morgan 29 Sep (RRS,MBS) and 4-5 Nov (PB,RAD),
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earliest report was of an amazing 100+ birds at Ft. Morzzn 1 O
(RRS,MBS), far exceeding the previous maximum for the stzte A Blus
gray Gnatcatcher at Swan Creek WMA, Limestone, 27 Nov (GDJ,. HEE)
was a late record for the Tennessee Valley. A flock of 75-100 Ezst=rn
Bluebirds was notable at Ft. Morgan 29 Nov (CLK, mob). The fourth
winter WP record of Swainson’s Thrush was on the Pensacolz CBC 16
Dec (AF,DF,BeB). The total of 48,184 Am. Robins Lsted on the Galf
Shores CBC 30 Dec was a new Gulf Coast maximum. The coly comsesl
vireo report that I received was from the winter, with 2 Yellow-throatad
seen in Montgomery 1 Feb (DTM,JF) for the second Coasizl Pl=mn record
in that season.

WOOD WARBLERS: A Tennessee Warbler in Monizomery 1 Now
(EMW) was late. Orange-crowned Warblers are rare in winter m the
Tennessee Valley, and two were discovered in Limestone this yeer One
was at Swan Creek WMA 16 Dec (CAB,LDB,DMB), and the sther wasn
Wheeler NWR 17 Jan (DMB). Three Nashville Warblers 2t Ft. Morgan
4 Oct (PB) were interesting. The N. Parula seen 18 Dec on the
Choctawhatchee Bay CBC (GF) was the fourth winter record for the WP.
A late Coastal Plain record was set by the observation of 2 Yellow
Warbler 11 Nov in Montgomery (EMW). Black-throated Blue Warblers
are difficult to find in the fall. This season there were single birds =t
Montrose, Baldwin, 1 Oct (VBF), and at Ft. Morgan 4 Oct 2nd 22 O
(PB,mob). The impressive total of 11,800 Yellow-rumped Warblers on
the Gulf Shores CBC 30 Dec established a new state maximum AP:zim
Warbler was recorded on the Guntersville CBC 26 Dec (CDC); this
species is rare in the Tennessee Valley at that season.

The first Mountain Region winter record of Black-and-white War-
bler was a bird 28 Dec in Coosa (DTM). An Ovenbird 30 Dec on the Gaif
Shores CBC (DFr) was only the third winter record for the state. Eare
in the fall, especially inland, was a Mourning Warbler found dead £
Sep (specimen Univ. of N. Ala.). This was the first autumn record for
northwest Alabama. The Wilson’s Warbler sighted 21 Oct in Birming-
ham (TAI) was the latest fall migration record for this species in the
Mountain Region, though there is a winter record. The fifth winter WP
report of this species was 18 Dec on the Choctawhatches Bay CBC.
Another rare winter warbler was the Yellow-breasted Chat seen £ Feb
at Ft. Morgan (PB,GF,JL,PG).

GROSBEAKS - LONGSPURS: Eighteen Rose-breasied Gros-
beaks and 200+ Indigo Buntings were noted in a few hours 2t Dauphin
Island on the rather late date of 2 Nov (JH). Painted Buntings summer
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at Blakely Island, and a male was seen there 12 Aug (DMB,CAB).
Another adult male was present during the last week of January in
Pensacola (FC) for a first WP winter record. The first winter record of a
Dickcissel in the Tennessee Valley was a single bird observed from 27
Jan to 25 Feb in Lauderdale (PDK,DEK). Clay-colored Sparrows are
usually seen each fall on the outer coast, and this year I received a report
of one at Ft. Morgan 3 Oct (LG,FS). Normally more common than Clay-
coloreds are Lark Sparrows, though the only submission was of two birds
30 Sep to 1 Oct at Ft. Morgan (RRS,MBS).

Several Grasshopper Sparrows were noted on the coast, beginning
with one at Ft. Morgan 21 Oct (GDJ). Four were discovered near Gulf
Shores 7 Dec (PB,GF). The reliable, though tedious to locate, Henslow’s
Sparrow again made an appearance on the Gulf Shores CBC 30 Dec,
when one was found (BB). It seemed to be a good year for finding Le
Conte’s Sparrows in Alabama. I have records of three birds near
Cherokee, Colbert,19 Nov to 16 Dec (GNP,WB), one at Ft. Morgan 2 Dec
(PB,GF), four 30 Dec on the Gulf Shores CBC, and two on the Ft. Morgan
CBC 1 Jan. Lincoln’s Sparrows were noted at Ft. Morgan 21 Oct (GDJ)
and 2 Dec (PB,GF). The celebrity sparrow for the season was the adult
Harris’ found on the Ft. Morgan CBC 1 Jan (AF,DF,mob) which
remained through the winter. This species is quite rare in our area. Only
a few Lapland Longspurs were recorded, with reports of two 16 Dec at
Swan Creek WMA, Limestone (DMB), and single birds 18 Dec in Morgan
(DMB) and 9 Feb in Santa Rosa, Fla. (RB,JB).

BLACKBIRDS - FINCHES: Bobolinks are often difficult to find in
the autumn, especially inland; the single bird located in Colbert 16 Sep
(TMH) and the approximately 50 seen 24 Sep on Dauphin Island (AOS)
were noteworthy. Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds were found in the
WP in September. One was in Pensacola 6 Sep (CLK), another at Ft.
Walton Beach 16 Sep (DMW,CW,mob), and the third at Ft. Pickens 17
Sep (RAD). Brewer’s Blackbirds are difficult to find in the Tennessee
Valley, so six spotted 18 Dec in Morgan (DMB) were interesting. There
were two winter Northern Oriole reports. One seen 22 Dec to 25 Feb in
Colbert (GNP, mob) was a first for the Tennessee Valley at that season.
Another bird was in Montgomery 26 Dec (RAD). House Finch numbers
decrease toward the south, so 70 in Monigomery 30 Dec (EMW) were
noteworthy. Twelve of these invaders were on the Pensacola CBC for a
WP maximum. This was not a good year for Evening Grosbeaks in our
area, though they were noted sporadically in east Jefferson (RRS,MBS).
Highest count was 71 on the Guntersville CBC 26 Dec (CDC).
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OBSERVERS: Alabama Ornithological Society, Gussie Arnett,
Jane Ballman, Richard Ballman, Don Bland, Paul Blevins, Bill Bremser,
Bernice Brown (BeB), Craig A. Brown, D. Mark Brown, Lindz D. Brown,
Frank Craddock, C. Dwight Cooley,John Dillon, Lucy S. Duncan, Robert
A. Duncan, R. Scot Duncan, Glen D. Eller, Owen E. Fang, Harriett H.
Findlay, John Findlay, Gene Fleming, Mary F. Floyd, Ann Forster, Dan
Forster, Paul Franklin, Rose Franklin, Danner Friend (DFr, Venetia B.
Friend, John T. Fulton, Larry Gardella, Ben C. Garmon, Pegzy Gibbs,
Thomas M. Haggerty, Milton A. Harris, Jim Holmes, Ron Houser, Mike
Hughes, Gina M. Imhof, Thomas A. Imhof, Debra G. Jackson, Greg D.
Jackson, Paul Johnson, Charles Kennedy, Curtis L. Kingsbery, Helen H.
Kittinger, Donna E. Kittle, Paul D. Kittle, Jan Lloyd, Howard Loftin, Jeff
Madsen, Douglas T. McGinty, Barbara McMahan (BMc), Mike McMa-
han (MMc), Tony Menart, Al D. Miller, Ann L. Miller, Bill Milmore, Dixie
Nicholson, Minnie Nonkes, Johnny T. Parks, James Pfeiffer, G. Ned
Piper, Travis Powell, Robert R. Reid, Dick Reynolds, Lindz Reynolds,
Bill Rogers, Michael Russell, James Sanders, Martha B. Sargent, Robert
R. Sargent, Adrian Severy, Alice Stevens (ASt), Bill Summerour (BSu),
Betsy Tetlow, Phil Tetlow, Mark Van Hoose, Dave Van Wormer, Carol
Ware, Donald M. Ware, Don Wigginton, Erika M. Wilson.

CORRIGENDUM: Vol. 36, No. 1, page 21: Common Mergansersat
Lake Purdy 30-31 Oct 1988 observed by HHF and JF, not ALM.

Greg D. Jackson, 2220 Baneberry Drive, Birmingham, AL 3524£.
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON COLOR-MARKED
BALD EAGLES (HALIAEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS)

David W. Mabie

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has banded and color
marked Bald Eagle nestlings for the sixth year along the Texas Gulf
Coast. This study was initiated in 1985 to determine pre- and post-
fledgling survival, nest site use prior to migration, and migration routes.

The nesting Southern Bald Eagles arrive in Texas during late
August and September and leave during May-July. The birds being color
marked are 6—9 weeks old at banding time. The right wing is marked
with a yellow patagial tag with an alphanumeric (T-01 through T-114).
The left wingis marked with ablue (light) patagial tag with a yellow spot.
These wing markers can usually be seen only in flight. In addition, all
birds are banded with a #9 USFWS rivet band on one leg and a color rivet
band on the opposite leg. The color leg bands used in previous years were
plastic and retention was poor. Birds banded this year have a 3 cm green
aluminum band with alphanumerics T-90 through T-114 in white. If you
see or hear of an eagle with such markings, please notify the Bird
Banding Laboratory, Laurel, MD 20708 and, David W. Mabie, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Dept., 715 South Bronte, Rockport, Texas 78382, (512)
729-2315

Top side has a 2" black
spot. Yellow tag.

s
N

L,

The date of observation, exact loca-

tion, and, if possible, the color of leg

Silverband ¥ b'and, and which legitison, areof pa.rtictf-

lar importance. We would also appreciate if

you would bring this request for information to

the attention of others who may be in a position

to observe any of these color-marked eagles from
Texas. All reports will be acknowledged.
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