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THE SEASON, SUMMER-FALL 

June through November, 1977 

Thowas A. Imhof 

In Alabama, the very cold winter was followed by a warm and damp spring, then 
a dry summer. On the coast. this drought was quite severe until finally broken about 
August 1. but low water continued in Mobile Bay. and shorebirds and other water birds 
there were way out on the flats and difficult to identify. Around Birmingham, the 
shortage of water seemed rather a matter of the local supply falling behind the de
mand for Lake Purdy water. While many were complaining of the shortage of water, the 
weather bureau was reporting the annual rainfall close to normal - apparently we 
cannot store water during period of excess. Then along came tropical storm Babe 
whose Labat Day deluge brought on wetter weather. September and- October, normally 
our two driest months, were wet enough, so that by the end of period on November 30. 
we had a ten-inch excess of annual rainfall. Temperatures were moderate so that, in 
spite of the very cold January, we averaged more than half a degree per day above 
normal temperature. 

Fall migration appeared to be a bit early and rather dull with few concentrations 
warblers and flycatchers especially were often poorly represented on local lists. Lib 

• Toenes labelled September on Dauphin the "worst in my memory~" and the Birmingham Fall 
Count produced a record low of only 107 species on September 24 - in 1976 on September 
25 we got a record 130! On July 31, two observers (TAl, MN) in spite of losing at 
least six speCies in drought-breaking rains at day's end, recorded 114 species coast
ally. -On September 30, two others (JVP, TLW) talliecl135 species on the coast. and 
so now we have a one-party. one-day list of over 100 species for every month of the 
year in Alabama. If we can record 129 in February (26. 1975, TAl, HHW, HHK, HBT, ALM) 
and 135 inland (April 30, 1977. CDC, DMB, SG). and if Fr. Darn can log 134 alone on a 
Mobile Christmas Count (December 28, 1959), then we should be able to list over 130 
species, one party in one day, in every mondt of the year in Alabama! 

), Noteworthy records appear below. If your rel:ord is not included. perhaps you 
forgot to submit a card - or substantiating details. Abbreviations of the four 
Alabama Bird Regions are: TV - Tennessee Valley, ~tR - Mountain Region, ICP - Inland 
Coastal Plain, CC - Gulf Coast. 

Common Loon: June 17. Coden (DB) 4 Aug. 9, Ft. Morgan (CDC) further evidence of 
summering annually. 

Loon, sp.: Nov. 29. Crow Creek Ref. near Stevenson, a probable Arctic affording less 
than ideal conditions for identification; small. small-billed and darkwheaded t 

with no noticeable eyering effect, but "we are unwilling to call it" (AU{, HHF). 
Horned Grebe: Sept. 10. Guntersville Dam (RWL), earliest Alabama; Sept. 23, Whitta-

ker's Lake, near Huntsville (CDC), would have been earliest TV. 
Greater Shearwater: July 26. Aug. 647. off Dauphin (RWH), 5th summer record. 
Wilson's Storm-Petrel: Aug. 6. off Dauphin (RWH), 5th rec for Ala. 
White Pelican: June 21, 10 . Cochrane Causeway, Mobile (Ga), max. this summer. 
Brown Pelican: Aug. 3, 95 (47 immature). Fort Morgan (tAl, MN), plus about 100 on 

Dauphin in late July (LRT) probably means a max. of about 200 this summer. Two 
birds on Dauphin with a white band on the wing in late July (fide Ga) indicate 
Louisiana origin. 

Masked Booby: Aug. 9. Fort Morgan. an immature (CDC), 4th occurrence this year, the 
7th consecutive year for Alabama. 

Brown ~ooby: July 17, Dauphin (RWH), 3rd consecutive summer. 
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Doub l e - c rested Cormor ant: Aug . 9 , 2 p l us 12 present r ema inder of fal l, Eufau l a kef . 
(JBO). earliest in l and rec .; Sept . 25 . I, Wheeler Ref. (DMB), (!arlies t TV; \Jet . 
10, 5 . Weiss L. ( J VP), earlie s t Ht R. 

GREAT WHITE HERON: Sept . 8 , 1 at Lakeland Farm, Ha r ion 1n direct comparison with 
blue morphs of the Great Blue and Great Egrets, about 30 hour s al Le r p assage 01 
tropical storm Babe. ( HHF, ALM, HHK. SFH), firs t inla nd rec . for Alabama and 
poss ibly first an ywhere inland. 

Reddi s h Egrec : Aug. b , 3 , Culf Shores (J VP), max . f or Baldwin County. 
Ye ll ow-crowned Ni g ht Her on : Oc t. 1 , Wheeler Ref. (DMB), lates t TV . 
Le as t Bittern: Sept. 4, Weiss L. (JF, IiHY). l a t est MtR. 
Wood Stork : Oct. 9 , 3, Ashf ord , Houston Co . (CDD , COG) , only known re e . t his sUffilne r. 
White Ibis : Oct. 27 , 5, West Point Re s . (JB(l) , fa rthest inland and l<l l cst this 5UHU'Iler . 
Whistling S~an: Early Nov . , several, Swa nn Cr ., Crow Cr . Re f., kedston~ Ars . (fide 

TZA) as usual; Nov. 26 , an immature , Eufa ula Ref . (JBO) , loth re c . l CP . 
White- f r onte d Goose: Nov. 13 ,4, Eufaula Ref . (JBO) , 7t h n,c . ICP, 1st in fall . 
Black Duck : Sept. 30 , b , Eufaula Re f. (JBO) , earlie s t I CP . 
Mo ttled Duck: Jul y 31, 4. Bla.ke l y 1. (TAl, HN); Aug . 3 , 8 , L. Shc lby (rrd. W\) ; 

Sep t . 28 , 5, Central Baldwin Coun t y (HMS) . 
Gadwall: Aug. 1~, male, Swan Creek (OMB, ALM , HHF ) . 
Pinta i l: Aug . 22 & 23 , felilale, Swan Creek (CMB , ALM, HMO). 
Gn"en ..... inge d Teal: Ju ly 18 & Aug. 5 , Swan Creek , female ( DMB) . 
Shoveler: J uly 4. 6 & 11, male, SW.ln Cr . ( DMB); Se p t. 2 . Lleca lu r (AL~!, HHF, t !MD) j 

Sept . 5 , Mar ion CALM) , earliest ICP. La st four species late summe r re cs may be 
ei t he r t rue surm.e r ing or early f a ll migration. ,",ost Uk!'ly t hey <lr te hunti ng 
season c asua l t i es unab l e to migrate o r bree d bu t r ema in ing whe re condi t ion s a rc 
best for survival . 

AlDer-i can Wigeon : Sept . 30 , 40 , Eufa ul a Ref . ( JBO ) , earl1('st It:P . 
". Redhead : Oct . 1. 17. Wheeler Ref. (RWL), earliest inl and Alabama. 

Ring-necked Duck: ma l e s ummered at East Lake , Birmin gha m l or 14th con secu tive year 
(RRR, TAL); Nov . 5. 2500+ , Wheeler Ref . (DUB) , max . lor Alabama. 

Wh i t e-wi ng ed Scoter: Aug. 24 , 2, Dauphin 1 . (HN) , 2nd Aug . rec . Ala.; Nov. 24 , 3 , on 
fresh .... ater . L . Shelby (ItA!) . 

Sur f Scote r : Nov . 6 , f emale p l umage, k&cc oon Cr . near S t ~vens on ( OkJ ), 3r d 10r TV, 
5th inland, earliest fo r sta t e. 

Red-b reasted tlerganser: (lCt. 17, hmale, Gun tersvil l e ( ALM), ea rlie st Ai .. . 
Missi s sippi Ki.te: July 14 (TAB) &. 30 (TAB, CDC) , v.'hecler ket ., 4th year of last 10 at 

Whee l er . 
Sharp - s hinned Hawk: Oct . 2e , 33 and vct. 27 , SO, Fort Mor gan (TAL + I ~an y ), Iliax . for 

state since lY57j scat l e re o report s t hr oughout s t ate t his tall . 
Cooper ' s Hawk: muc h scarce r than Shar p - sh i nned bu t nOl e('" il t Io' he e l er kef . , ~j<lrsha l l 

Co ., Bi r mingham , West Point ites ., ~· ort Hor g .. n &. l;auphin L ( IDob ) . 
Rough·legg ed Ha .... k: Nov . 20 , L. Gunte r sv i lle Sl. pk . «;1.0(;) , bt h ~ earlie s t TV . 
Bald Eag l e : Aug . 7 , 1 an d Oc t. 30 , 2 , £utaula ReI. (Jllu )j IoIheder Rd ., n o da te s c-rU)j 

L. Gunters .... ille St . Pk., Nov. 20 , 2 (CDC , ~jLB ) j JC t. 2 . Dauph i n 1. (LI<T) . 
u sprey : fairly r€gular at Wheeler, Euh ul a . and on coa s l. 
peregrine falcon : Sept. 25 , Oct . 1 & Nov . 12 at ~h~el(!r (RW L, uMB, CVC ) ; Sept . 2/:1 a t 

Da uphi n (REH), Ocl. 26 at For t Morg .. n (TA l ) . 
Merlin: Oct . 24 & 25 , Fo rt Morgan, a (emaIl.' ( TAl , other s ) ; vct . 2'.1 . Eul a u la Hef. (JBO). 
Sora: Aug . 22, Swan Cr ., 1 (DMB), earliest i n l a n d Al .. b<i rna . 
American Coo t: two nesting attempts a t Ea s t L., Bi r n,ingharn, f ru s trat e d 1..y human 

interference (RRR). 
Semipalmated p lover: Ju ly 25, 3 , L. Purdy (HHK. CUB), Uilrliest Mt R. 
Pip ing P l over : Aug. 8 , L. purdy (RRH) , ear liest MtR . , others at Puruy , Aug . 15 ( samt~) , 

Decatur Aug . 2] & 29 (ALM, MHo). 
American Co l den p l o .... e r: Aug. 9, Ft. l1o r ga n , ~ in wi n ter p l umage (CDC), ea r liest Alabilul liij 

Oc t . 9, Wheeler Ref. , 17 ([;I1B, fiLM, RWL), earliest TV exc Aug . 12 , 11;1 73 . 
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Common Snipe: July 4 & 6, Swan Cr., 2 & 3 birds (OMB), 2nd time in summer near 
Decatur. 

Whimbrel: Aug. 2, Eufaula Ref. (JBO), earliest inland Alabama, only 2nd away from TV. 
Upland Sandpiper: July 1, Wheeler Ref. (DCR). earliest ALabama; Nov. 7. Eufaula Ref. 

(JLD), latest Alabama. 
The Manomet Bird Observatory shorebird study prOVided local tieldwork this summer by 
D. Mark Brown at Swan Creek Management Area, Limestone Co., and John and Beverly Winn 
on Blakely I., Mobile. Shorebirds are strong fliers able to cover long distances 
over relatively inhospitable terrain. Whenever conditions are right for feeding, 
large numbers congregate, sometimes even at times of the year when few, if any, are 
supposed to be passing over. In mid-summer, one often wonders whether the birds are 
north- or south-bound or just plain summering, so it is important then to note whether 
the birds are in breeding plumage, for some may take longer than a year to mature. . 
Brown noted that availability of habitat influenced stopovers when he remarked that 
from Sept. 8 - 24 "while the Tennessee River was being lowered and the 'Dewatering 
Area' was being flooded, there was no significant shorebird habitat available and no 
shorebirds were seen!" Ortego noted the same thing at Eufaula Res. both spring and 
fall - that shorebird numbers "were in part affected by the amount of mudflats exposed." 
Spotted sandpiper: July 4, Swan Cr., 2 (DMB), earliest Alabama. 
Solitary Sandpiper: July I, Swan Cr., 4 (DMB), earliest Alabama. 

V Red Knot: Aug. 27-30, L. Purdy (COD, photo-HHK, many), 1st MtR rer;:., 6th inland fall. 
Per;:toral Sandpiper: Aug. 5, Eufaula Ref., 281 (JBO). ICP max. 

"" White-rumped Sandpiper: July 11, Swan Cr., 2 (DMB), earliest fall Alabama; Aug. 11, 
Eufaula Ref. (JBO), earliest ICP. 

Least Sandpiper: Oct. 19, Swan Cr., 300+ (OMB), state max. 
Ounlin: Oct. 9, Swan Cr. (OMB, ALH, RWL), earliest TV. 
Semipaimated sandpiper: Nov. 5, Swan Cr., 16 (DMB). latest 
Wes~ern sandpiper: July 24, Lakeland Farms, Marion, 3 (COD, 
sanderling: Nov. 5, Decatur (OMB), latest TV. 

TV (r;:areful 
!{ME, CWS), 

identification). 
earliest ICP. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: July 1, Swan Cr., 2 (DMB), earliest inland Alabama; Nov. 25, 
Eufaula Ref., 5 (JBO) , latest inland AlabClmCl. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: July 11, Swan Cr., 2 (OMB), ~arliest inland Alabama. 
~Marbled Godwit: July 7, Dauphin (LRT), earliest Alabama; Aug. 8, Ft. Morgan (CDC). 

j,Buff-breasted Sandpiper: July 24, L. Purdy (COD, DWS), earliest Alabama; Aug. 28, 
SWCln Cr., 7 (OMB), max. this fal1. 

Avor;:et: July 31, Blakely I., 30+ (TAL, MN), max. of flor;:k present throughout summer; 
only about 6 with tan heads plus lack of noi~iness indicate that the birds did 
not breed, but the stimulus of closely-related stilts may start a breeding group 
any year now. Aug. II, L. purdy (JVP), earliest inland AlabClma; Aug. 19, Swan Cr., 
10 (ALM, MHO), earliest TV; Or;:t. 19, Marion (ALM). 

Wilson's Phalarope: Aug. 5 - Sept. 7, Swan Cr., 2-3 (OCH, OMS, Bham mob), earliest and 
latest TV; Aug. 22, Sand 1. (COD, HHE, CDG), 5th fall CC; Aug. 4 and Oct. 23 -
Nov 20, Eufaula Ref. (JBO). 2nd oS. 3rd rer;:s lCP. 

Northern Phalarope: Aug. 27.29, Swan Cr. (JRB. JFH, many), 3rd rec TV, 8th inland. 
Herring Gull: Or;:t. 17, Guntersville (ALM), earliest TV. 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL: Oct. 24 to at least Nov. 6, Ft. 

HHF, mob) an adult in winter plumage with pink legs, 
first record for Alabama. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Or;:t. 18, Decatur (ALM), earliest TV. 

Morgan (RAD, photo-MLM, 
carefully identified for 

Forster's Tern: June 14 & July 14, Decatur, 3 & 4 birds (OMB), ber;:~ing regular in 
TV in mid-summer. 

White.winged Dove: Oct. 30, Ft' ,Horgan, 5 (RAD, LRD). max. this year. 
Yellow-billed Cur;:koo: Oct. 23, Swan Cr. (DHB), ties latest TV. 
Chuck-wills-widow: Oct. 27, Ft. Morgan, 2 females banded (TAL, JAl, RGH) , '-latest 

Alabama - another female banded there Oct. 24. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: On Dauphin this (all one was seen repeatedly drinking 
f rom an a lcahol ic dr ink (Bourbon &0 7 -UP! ), fide LRT. 

Ea s tern Kingbird: Sept. 25, Swan Cr. (DMB), latest TV. 
Western Kingbird: July 25, Dauph i n (RWH) , earliest Alabama. 
Vermilion Flycatcher: Oct. 18 - Nov. 30 , Benton, Lowndes Co., a male (DCH), 4th rec. 

inland Alabama. 
Tree Swallow: Nov. 5, Swan Cr., 8 (OMB), latest TV exe Dec. 8, 1940. 
Bank Swallow: July I, Swan Cr., 2 (OMB), earliest TV but with other mid.summer rees. 

as in 1955 and 1972 may indicate local breeding; July 24, Marion, 200+ (COD, HME, 
CWS), earliest ICP; Aug. 7, Eufaula Ref., 6000 (JBO), max. ICP. July 17, Fairhope, 
200t (A&MN), early build·up consistent with other regions. 

Rough-winged Swallow: Aug. 7, Eufaula Ref., 3000 (JBO), max. ICP; Oct. 16, Marion, 3 
(ALM) , latest ICP. 

Barn Swallow: Nov. 5, Swan Cr., 2 (DMB), latest TV. Breeding birds have moved south 
along 1-65 into northeast Baldwin County - nest under culvert in July (JVP, RRR), 
and occupy as breeders virtually a-11 of Alabama's 67 counties although we lack 
positive evidence for about 5 of the southeasternmost. 

Clitf Swallow: July 30, Barlow's Landing, Baldwin Co. (1-65 &0 Ala. 225), 2 (TAl), 
earliest GC. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Sept. 12, OeSoto St. Pk. (HHF), earliest inland Alabama, first 
sign of a good flight year which is materializing. 

Gray Catbird: Aug. 3 (TAl, MN) and Aug. 7 (JVP), both Gulf St. Pk. are 30-50 miles 
south of known breeding range and 6·7 weeks too early for fall migration; Nov. 5, 
Wheeler Ref. (OMB), latest TV. 

Veery: Aug. 22. Swan Cr. (SG), earliest Alabama. 
- Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Oct. 15, Wheeler Ret. (RWL) , latest TV. 

Yell'ow-throated Vireo: Oc t. 17, Guntersville (ALM). latest TV. 
' Philadelphia Vireo: Sept. 9, '..!heeler Ref. (OMB, J HH ), earliest TV; Oc t. 18, Decatur 

(ALM), latest TV. 
Tennessee Warbler: Aug. 28, Wheeler Ref., adult (DMB) , earliest TV; 

Ref., immature (DHB), latest TV ; Nov . 25, 1 adult, 1 immature, 
Orange-crowned warbler: Sept. 30 , Wheeler Ref. (OMS), ear l iest TV. 

Nov. 24, Wheeler 
Ft. Morgan (RAD). 

Nashville Warbler: Sept. I, Birmingham (HHF). earliest Alabama exc Aug. 4, 1976 (Mobile). 
N. Parula warbler: Oct. 22, Whiieler Ref., a male (D~B), latest TV. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Aug. 19, Wheeler Ref. (C~C, ALM), earliest TV. 
Connecticut Warbler: Aug. 23 & 24, Dauphin I. (TAB, JTW, many). earliest Alabama. 
Mourning Warbler: Aug. 19, Dauphin I., banded (REH), earliest Alabama. 
American Redstart: Oct. 18, Decatur (ALM), latest TV. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Sept. 23-30, Ft. Morgan, 1-2 (JVP, TLW, others). 
Northern i)riole: Nov _ 23, Wheeler Ref., female (CDC, JS), latest TV. 
Scarlet Tanager: ,July 4, Tuscaloosa (JCT), species is consistent in summer there. 
Indigo Bunting: Nov. 25, Ft. Morgan (RAD), late, but it winters GC. 

'1 Dickcissel: Nov. 19, Lakeland Farm, Marion (COD, HHE), one of very few winter recs. ICP. 
Evening Grosbeak: Nov. 9, Birmingham (HHF), presages flight year. 
Purple Finch: Oct. 29, Wheeler Ref •• 20 (D~lB), earliest tor state exc. MtR. 
Pine Siskin: Oct. 29, Wheeler Ref., 12 (DMB), earliest TV. 
White-crowned Sparro .... : Sept. 20, Dauphin I. (LRT). earliest Alabama. 
Song Sparrow: Continues to increase as breeder at Guntersville! Cherokee County, 

(ALM, TAl, JVP), now singing in Piedmont (CWS). 
Lapland Longspur: Nov. 12, Decatur, 46 (DMB, SG), earliest TV. 

Observers: 
Alabama Ornithological Society, Birmingham Audubon Society, Thomas Z. Atkeson, 
J. Russell Bailey, George Bennett, Michael L. Bierly, Charlotte D. Blackshear, 
Don Bland, Thomas A. Brindley, D. Mark Brown, C. Dwight Cooley, J. L. Dorn, Charles 
D. Duncan, Lucy R. Duncan, Robert A. Duncan, Julian L_ Dusi, Howard M. Einspahr, 
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Harrie t t H. Findlay , John Findl a y , C. D. Gar dner , Scot t Gravette , John F. Harsh , 
J. Hil t on Harris , Ralph W. Havard , Richa r d E . Ha yward, Susan F. Holt , Dan C. Holliman, 
David C. Hul s e , Rut h G. Howel l, Joseph A. Imhof , Thomas A. Imhof , Daniel R. Jacobson, 
Roy w. Lowe , Mabe l McDonald, Ann L. Mi l l er, Mary Lou Mattis , Albe r t & Hini Nonkes , 
J . Brent Oriego, James V. Peavy, Robert R. Reid, Char l es W. Saunders, Jan Se l [, 
Henry M. Stevenson, C. William Summerour , Helen B. Thigpen, James C. Thompson , Lib 
R. Toe nes , Ted L. Weems, John T. & Beve r ly H. Winn, Harriet t H. Wright . 

1036 Pike Road 
Birlllingham 35218 

HISTJRY AND PRESENT STATUS 

OF THE UNIONTOWN HERONRY 

Dav id f. Werschku L 

The p ur p oses of t h i s paper are t o ( I ) repor t on the sta t us and composition 
01 a l arge inland heronry located near Uniontown , Perry County, Alabama, (2) present 
a brief history of heronr ies tn thi s area, and (3) comment on some conservation 
measures nee ded (or the management of in l and wading b i r d breed ing co l onies . 

Methods 

The Uniontown heronry was vi sited weekly tor 2-day periods between May 5 
and .J u Ly 7,1917. The phySical stU' of the heronry a nd nest density were estimated 
from nes t counts and distances on 14 north-south 3 -meter wide transect l i nes spaced 
every 311 meters. Nes t ing compOSition was e stimated by reco r ding the re l ative abun
dance of each species coming into the heronry for ten 2-tninute periods during the 
hours 1600 - 1700 on May 24. In f ormation on the 10l.:at ion of previous heronries was 
obtained from interviews of local residents and from Robert R. Reid , Jr., who has 
been visiting he ronrie s in this area since t'Joo • 

Results 

The present si te of t he heronry is a few kilometers southwest oi Un iontown 
(see Fig . I) and covers approximately 5. 2 hectares with nesling in 2.1 hectares (see 
fig . 2). t he overstory vegeta tion is primarily eastern red cedar (Juniperus vi r gin 
iana) wi t h a n occasions I (less than t l ) osage orange (Mac Lura pomi[era) . The 
eas tern re d cedars ranged in height f rom I - meter saplings to 11 meters with an 
average of 8 . 1 ± 2 . 8 meters (± I S . D. ) . I n those areas .... ·here nesting occurred , 
nest density was fairly uniform (0 . 78 nests per m2 ) though hig her (1.56 nests per m2) " 
in the ",,'estern section. The most abundan t nesting species was the Cattle Egret 
(Subulcu s ibis) fo11o\""ed by the ... ' hite Ibis (Eudocimus ibis), Little alue Heron 
(F l or i da cae r ul ea) , Snowy Eg ret (Leucophoyx thula) and the Great Egret (Casmcrodius 
~) . Table I presents t he estimates of breedtng pairs . Thts repre sen ts an e)l~ 

tension of t he known Alabama breeding range o{ the Snowy Egret into the upper coastal 
p·tatn as recent (post 1':1 55) records are all from the gulf coast region (Imhof l':no) . 
Snowy Egrets have bred in Mississippi near Brooksvill e , Noxubee Co . (adjacent to 
Pickens Co •• ALabama) , si nce 1972 (Werschkul IIJ 77a) . Anhingas ("nhinBs anhinga) .. nd 
Yellow - crowned Ni ght Herons (Nyctanassa violacea) we r e observed near the heronr y, 
but no nest s were seen o¢¢upied by either species. Figure 2 s hows the nesting area 
[or each species within the heronr)' . 
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rhe present sitl:! ol t he heron r)' wa s first used by the herons and egrets 
ill l 'l' I (} . Pr,-,viou s l y a he t onr)' wa s locate d a bou t 1.') kilometers to the northwes t, 
l1 o.:.if LO r ... unsoale . The ove r st ory vegetatioll of the earlier her onry wa s deciduous, 
,!till'.Jl. i I ) u ill cl"f,:nt oaks (~ue rcus spp . ), and was occupied fr om l 'i 72 until l 'i7b . 
l\jl.,a rI..IlLl) lhc majo rity oj bi ro.s moveo fr om th is site (see fig . 2) to the present 
I; lIion(o ...... lI~c .. tion <titer the 1'j7 5 breed ing season , exce pt Cor some Great Egrets 
.."hil..h .... . .>n tin'ueu t o us e the Faunsdale si te through the l lj7b breeding season. rhe 
1':17~ - i o f .. unsdale heronr)' was preceded by two o ther s ites which were occupied by 
til" ht:ron :; s i multaneously. vne 01 these early heronries was loc ated about 5 kilo
IUI.. L~r ~ to thl west. 01 th e 1':1 72 - 76 ~·aunsdale site . It is kno\<ln to have been aban
done ,," ill 1 ... 72 t h ough the initiation date i s obsc.ure. The other heronry was 
Ot:LufJict: som., t ime in t he 1':140 ' 5 and cob.mooned in 1~7 0 . It was loca te d a bout 
.. kilOIl'l:lc rs t o the southwest ot the p resent Uniontown heronry. Local residents 
wert- Ull :i Un~ 01 thtl initi<lti on dine but confirmed tha t the heronry had been there 
<.iL It;a sl 20 year s . A her onry ne.n Brooksville, Mi ssiss ippi j has bee n occupied 
c on t in uously s in ct: 1')47 (',ie r schkul 1,,77a). The overs t or y vege tat ion 01 the 1940 ' s _ 
7 iJ Unl Olltolo'n heron r)" wo s sinl i l " r to that in the present Uniontown heronry, primari l y 
l'bstcfn c"o ceoar~ . 

lJ i scuss ion 

Th" Uniontown h eron ry apJlI~ars t o bO:!: one of t he large r inland breeding 
colonll' S o[ wad ing birds known . Surprisin g ly , t he two mos t abundant bird species 
a rt: Il ot g(' nerally as sociated with up lana North Ameri c a n heronr i es. The Catt. le 
F.grct, 1\ r elatively new a dd il::i on to southeas t e rn heronries (Rice 1956) , appears 
to ue r e ac hing winter carr y i ng c apacity in t'lor i da (Bock and Le p thein 1"76) though 
sun~!ler ca rrying ciJpacity i s at presl: nt unkno' ... n . The Uhite Ib is 15 indigen ous to the 

. nc\o,· world though generally a ssocia t ed with CO<l.s tal habitats. rhe increase inlan d 
by the White Ibi s may be in r esponse to the de cline in the plumage trade ( J. Ogden, 
pers. COl1lUl . ) . Regardless 01 the causes 0 1 the i ncrease in some \<lading birds in t he 
Uni ontown area, this increase presents a number oC problems for their management 
whi~h w~ wish to ~xp l ore further . 

rhe c onS("quences o t the increasing number o f wading birds in the Un iontown 
ar e;) ca n b.e separ.at('d into t hrel': classes: ( 1) the eff e cts 01 the different species 
on ed ch other, (2) the e[! ec ts of the birds on the nesting habitat , and (3) the 
toleran ce of man t o the biros . rhe first ot these que s tions, on i nterspecif ic 
competition , ha s been rep orte d on e l s ewhere ('Je rschkul 1':177b) . Though quantitative 
U"U' on the effect 01 nes t uensity on luture n es ti ng habita t are l a c king , i t is a 
cor.~non observdtion ,-hilt \<l ith increasing ne st density habita t deterioration is high. 
keio visi tl':ci the 1':172 - 70 l'aullsd dl e he ronr)" an<J iound thar the central trees had 
been cicloliated <ind "'e r e !.lead . Subsequently, the bir!.ls nested e lsewhere. when 
h~l·Q Il S cio sh i ft lhc loc .. ti on at the bree d ing colony, it is t he Little Blue Herons 
tho t locate th e ne \o,' sit~ s i nce they ar e firs t to nest . Hence the majorit y of ad
vel·s e e llec ts dur ing h('ronry relocat ion (e . g . , alteration 01 the normal breed in g 
period ) woul d iall on th t: Little Blue He r ons . 

The ma in problem l or the heron s in t he breeding sea son is the react iOn 
of man to the her on r ) . ge caus e of the general ign oranc e oC heron biology among 
la}lnen and the he r on 's n or mal colonial ne s ti ng habits , the heronry has often become 
the focus of ho s tile illt i lu oes . In 1':17 6, local reside nts attempted to move the 
herons t rOll the pr esc nt Uniontown s i te by shooting as many 3 5 possible . Accor ding 
t o the peop le presen t, th ousan ds were ki l l ed . However , presumab l y because oC t he 
at tachment of herons to the nest s i te , the bi rds d i d not move and retur ned to ne st 
th.,re in 1':177. The lan downe r is p l ann ing to remove the trees this win te r from 
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where the birds have nested. The effects ot the shooting on the more common herons 
is probably minimal, though on the iess common herons (e.g., Snowy Egrets and Great 
Egrets), local extinction is pOssible. The p roblem is analogous to the elimination 
of blackbird roosts in the southeast where other wildlife is threatened by the non 
discriminatlng techniques used (Jackson 1976). 

In summary, the Uniontown heronry, among the largest inland congregations 
of breeding herons, egrets and ibises, is threatened because of increasing size and 
demands on land use by local residents . While state and federal laws protect the 
birds and the heronry during the breeding season, enforcement is di£tic ult and does 
not protect the heronry site during the non-breeding season. Because of economic 
and aesthetic reasons, it is unreasonable to assume that local lanoowners will 
voluntarily restrict land use. Consequently, the probability is small for 10n8-
term use of an area by the herons as a breeding site. The simplest solution to 
this probiem is action either by state or private agencies to set aside on a semi 
permanent basis land used during the breeding season by the herons. Long-term 
planning by state or private a genCies is urged for the maintenance of a viable 
~ading bird guild in central Alabama . 

TABLE 1 . Abundance of breeding pairs in the Union t o~n heronry, 1~77. 

Species 

Catt l e Egrets 
White Ibises 
Little Blue Herons 
Snowy Egrets 
Great Egrets 

Total 

Acknowledgments 

% Abundance 

65% 
32'7. 

27-
less than 
less than 

100% 

17-

". 

Estimate 01 
Breeding Pairs 

9810 
4200 

225 
30 
20 

11,810 
6400 

425 
7U 
60 

14,380- 18,380 

Robert R. Reid, Jr., provided information on wading bird a<;tivities and 
comments on an ear l y draft of the manuscript. Dr. Jerome A. Jackson also provided 
helpful comments on an early draft of this manuscript . Financial support was pro 
vioed by the Frank M. Chapman Memorial Fund of the American Mu~eum of Natural 
Histor), and the Sigma Xi Grantwin-Aid Program . 
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL: 

FIRST RECOkD FOR ALABAMA 

Robert A. Duncan 

On October 24, 1977, 1 obse~ved an adult Lesse~ Black-backed Cull 
(Larus fuscus) resting on a piling about 100 feet offshore at fort Horgan. Alabama. 
In good light with 7x35 binoculars, I observed that it had a white tail and under
parts, ye llow bill with indistinct dark markings in a ring toward the end with a 
red spot at the angle of the mandible, faint brown blurred streakings on the white 
head and s late-gray wings. Royal Terns (Sterna maxima) and Laughing Gulls (Larus 
atricilla) were on adjacent posts and allowed easy size comparisons. The Lesser 
Black-backed Gull appeared to be the same length as the terns and considerably 
larger than the Laughing Gul ls. Shortly thereafter, 1 was joined by Tom and Joe 
Imhof, Lucy Duncan, Hary Lou Hattis and Roberta Bonwit who le isure ly studied the 
gull through binoculars and telescopes. Hary Lou Hattis photogr aphed the bird. 
After it stood up, we observed that its leg coloration was pallid. 

'[he brown streakings on the head indicate an adult in winter plumage 
(Bent, 1903). Although most individuals have yellow legs, some adults have pallid 
legs in winter (Peterson, 19 74), including some vagrant s observed along the Florida 
east coast (Dan Heathcote, pers. comm.). On October 30, 1977, Lucy Duncan, Bill 
Young and I again observed the bird on a piling even c l oser to shore. It s right 
leg, which had been entangled in fishing line , was comp letely seve red near the knee. 
We commandeered the boat ot an amused fisheman allowing us to measure the post on 
which the gull had been resting. the post measured 13 inches in diameter, and we 
.estimated the bird in a standing posture was 4 to b inches longer than the post. 
this compares favorably with measurements of Lesser Black-backed Gulls according 
to Robbins (1966). It was observed by many and was seen as late as November I, 
1 'J77. 

There are at least 15 records of Lesser Black-backeci Gulls for the 
Culf Coast, nine from the Texas coast (Oberholser, 1974) and six for the Florida 
Culf Coast .north of Key West (American Birds, Vols. 29-31). including two specimens 
(Woolfenden and Schreiber, 1974; Stevenson, 1975). Both specimens were of the 
graellsii or Western European race. Woolfenden (1973) now considers Lesser Black
backed Gulls rare but regular winter residents in Florida. Thus, this s ighting 
and photograph may be the p~ecursor of future Alabama records of this rare European 
wanderer. 

Acknow Ie dgment 5 

I would like t o express my appreciation to my wife, Lucy, for her 
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MIGRATORY KOMING ABILITY AMONG 

puRPLE HiJtTtNs 

Richard K. Cra~ford 

The Purple Mart.in (progne s ubis subis) has been recognized for several 
centuries as one of North America's most. beneficial birds . As early as the late 
1700's, Audubon obaerved martins nest.ing in gourds erected by Choctaw and Chicka
saw Indians in the .atates of Alabama and Hississippi . Many theories and tales 
have been created about this beaut.iful bird that so eagerly nests in man-made 
sites. One such theory is t.hat t.he same birds return year after year to the same 
nesting cavities, and it is t.his t.heory that 1 have chosen to examine more closely • 

. Question 

Do purple Martins ret.urn t.o the same breeding co l onies year after year in 
sufficiently large numbers to justify the previously ment.ioned homing theor y? 

Local - young bird of present hatChing year incapable of sustained 
fl1ght. 

Adult - any breeding bird, whether first or second year plumage. 

Met.hods 

Research began in March, 1976. and 1s still being conducted . Both adult s 
and l oca l birds were banded with aluminum bands prov ided through the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Bird Banding Laborat.ory, Laurel. Maryland . Forty·t.wo birds were 
banded in t.he year 1976 at three locations in tuscaloasa Coun t y, Al abama. the 
localities are a s follows, (1) Lake Lurleen State Park, approximately eight miles 
(12.80 kilometer s ) WNW of Northport, Alabama; (2) and (3) are pai r colonies located 
in the Riverdale subdivision (Tuscaloosa) , 1.5 miles (2.4 kilometers) north of the 
Black Warrior River and .4 miles (.64 kilomet.ers) east of U. S. Highway 82 . 

the adult bi rds were obtained wh i le roosting through the use of an ex
tremely large cone- shaped net. constructed of nylon sheer and fast.ened to t.he end of 
a ten-foot pole. The birds were se lected st rict.ly at rand om; however . at the end of 
the first banding period (March to June . 1976), the birds' sex ratio broke at exactly 
50. males and 50X fema l es. Two l ocal birds were also obtained, but t hese were not 
inc lude d i n the overall sex ratio tabulations • 
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Results 

On february 12, 1977 , the first martins of the 1977 breeding season 
arrived. On Thursday, february 17 , studLes r~sumed. BandLng is stil l being 
carried out , wi t h an expected goal of 200+. The first returns are also beginning 
to filter in. However , in no way are they to be considered conclusive. 

The only returns so far have been {emales . This is not to say that ma l es 
do not ret urn t o the same colony. It is too early to say that any return is any
thing more than accidental. In a recent conversation with Charles R. Brown, i t 
was noted that in a similar study being conducted in North Central Texas (where 
only local bi r ds are being banded) , the exact opposite results have occurred. 
There are at lea st two more years of st.udy belore any conclusions can be obtained •. 
However, this limited information does ten d to provide new angles from which to 
explore this lascinating creature, the Purple Martin. 

If anyone in the West Alabama area has a colony they would like to 
include in the Study , 1 will be happy to try to fit it into my schedule . 

':10 woodridge 
Tusca l oosa 35ioOI 

BARN SWALLOWS 8REEDING IN SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 

Brent Ortego 

Within the last 15 years, the northern breeding population of Barn 
Swallows has been extending it s range southward in Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama {Stewart 1964, 1965, 1968. HoLmes 1974; Kennedy 1974} . In Alabama, 
Imhof (1975) i l l ustrated that the northern breeding population of Barn Swallows 
nested throughout the state , except in the Piedmont, the Southeast and the lower 
tier of counties . (Barn Swallows nesting in lower Mobile and Baldwin Countie s 
are ( rom a southe rn breeding population.) This range expansion of the northern 
populat_ion has been associa ted with man's building activities (bridges, culverts, 
etc.) in areas of suitable habitat. 

I located no previously published accounts of this species 
nesting in southeast Alabama and southwest Georgia. Dur ing Hay and J une, "1977, 
I examined all bridges located over the Walter f . George Reservoir south of Ft. 
Benning and many bridges and culverts in Lee, Russell and Barbour Counties, 
Alabama , for active Barn Swallow nests. Active nests were located: Alabilma 
five 2.1 miles north and ten 0 . 3 miles south of t he Lee County Hwy. 81 inter
sec.tion with Ala . Hwy. 169; I b at the Ala. Hwy. 165 crossing of Hatchec.hubbee 
Creek, Russell County; 26 and 18 at the B.nbour County Hwy. 97 crossing of the 
south- and laid-forks of Cow ikee Creek, respectively; I) at the U. S. Hwy. 431 
crossing of Cheneyhatchee Creek, Barbour County; 8 at the Ala. Hwy. 95 crossing 
of White Oak Creek, Barbou r and Kenry Counties; 2 at the Old River Road crossing 
ot Harbridge Creek, Henry County; Georgi a - 8 at the Florence Landing Marina, 
Stewart County; 27 at the Ga. Hwy. 39 crossing of Pataula Creek, Clay County. 
In Lee Count y , two colonies were located in cu lverts adjacent to lowland pastures. 
Near large open areas, concrete bridges spanning creeks were almost solely used for 
nesting at the Walter f. George Reservoir. Although several stee l and wooden bridges 
were examined at similar sites in Stewart and Quitman Counties, no ne s t s were found. 
During a nest - si te selection study in east-central MissiSSippi, Jackson and Burch
fie ld (1975) also found that Barn Swall ows selected concrete over wooden and steel 
bridges . 
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After reviewing the literature and actively searching for colonies, I 
have come to the conclusion that the limiting factor controlling fur t her expansion 
of the breeding range of the northern Barn Swallow in lower Alabama is the develop
ment o f sU,itable ne sting sites in the foI'llll of concrete bridges over water adjacent 
to large open areas and culverts next to lakes or l arge pastures . 

I thank Gail Bader for helping me gather da ta . 
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GREAT WHITE HERON SIG HTED AT HARION, ALABAMA 

Harriett H. find l ay 

A Great White Heron, Ardea hE:rodias occidental is, white phase 01 the 
°Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodi .. s, was ob se rved at Lakt l a nd Farms, Marlon. Aiabamil, 
on September 8 , 1'J77. The bir(l was viewed for 30 minutES with a 20~po .. .'''r billscope 
at about 100 yards distance . The large yello • .;ish-colored bill and pa l e ye l lowish 
legs were noted. In the same s cope view was a Great Biue Heron and on the same l ake 
wa s a Gr eat Egret fo r compar ison . The size 01 this heron , _hich stood in water near 
the Great Bl ue Heron, made a signi! icant comparison of the larger size o f t he Great 

,. White He r on . Hurr icane Sab!;; passed through the F lorida Keys striking the west coast 
of Loui s iana on the night of September 4, lY77. The storm then mov ed in land in a 
northea ster ly course passing through t he Marion area near midnight of Sep tember O. 
It is possible that thi s heron was ' pi cked up by Hur ricane Babe and then c arried by 
the re s ulting st orm to this "a lien land." \.lther observers in the party were Susan 
Ho lt, Helen Kittinger and Ann Mil l e r. 

TELEVISION TOWER CASUALTIES AT HUNT SVILLE 
FALL, 1976 

c . Dwight Cooley 

In the fall of 19 76 , regular collections were made and daily records 
kept of bird casualtie s at WHNT television tower in Huntsville, Alabama. The tower 
is l oca ted east or Hunt sville. Madison Count y , Alabama, atop Mon t e Sana Mountain a nd 
is of the needle - type construction. WHNT tower, supported by 12 ca b les, is 1000 ft. 
t a ll and reaches an altitude of approx imately 2600 ft . above sea level. 

Col l ections were begun on September 30 and terminated October 31. During 
this period of 32 consecutive days of collection, 42 individuals o f 18 species were 
recorded . Table 1 depict s the species list, total maber o[ birds and the collec tion 
dates. Since one cannot determine whether a bir"d fell before or after midnight, the 
morning collection dates are used . 
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The Magnolia Warbler spanned the longest period, being fo und from 
september 30 to October 17, with 7 i ndividuals collected. The Bay- breasted 
Warbler was next, occurring from October 1 to Oet ober 14, with 9 Individuals, 
5 of these on October I, representing the largest number of specimens for any 
one species. 

The heavies t kill occurred on the night of September lO -October 1 with 
t he passing of a rainy cold front and northerl y winds . On that night, 15 individual s 
of 9 species were recorded. The next heav i es t kill occurred on the ni ght of October 
13-14 with 9 individuals of 4 species being recordea. It is inte rest i ng to note that 
the night of October 13- 14 was clear, but a de nse fog covered t he Tenne ssee Valley, 
possibly contribut ing to the kill . 

warblers cons tituted the bulk of casualties with 27 individuals of 8 
species . These figures represent 64t of the total individual s and 441 of the 
species. These figures are t o be expected since warblers a re almost exclusively 
noct urnal mi grants and, therefore, hi ghl y s usceptible to structures s uc h as c om
mun icat ions tower s and ceilometers. 

It should be note d that no extreme dates were recorded possib l y because 
collec t ions w. re s tart ed well into migra t ion and term inate d before migration ended. 
The impor t ance of t ower casualties shou l d not be underestimated. Much useful scien
tific data as we ll as museum specimens can be ob tained from the se collections • 

I wish to express gratitude to severa l individuals . Hany t hanks go to the 
staff and management of WHNT -TV, especially Mr . Tom Purser, station manage r. and 
Mr Jerome Ha l l, station enginee r . A special notc of thanks to Hr. Michael Lee 

. Bierly of Nashville, Tennessee, who prompted these collections and exard ned specimens ." 

TABLE 1 : Species list, total nlllllbers an d co llection dates. NWllbers in parentheses 
indicate t o t al on given date. 

SPECI ES TOTAL INDIVIDUALS DATE COLLECTED 

Yellow - bellied sapsucker I OC t • I 
Gray Catbird , Oc t. 4(2), 5(2) , 17 
Wood Thrush I Oct. 17 
Swainson ' s Thrush I Sept . 30 
Gray - cheeked Thrush I Oct. I 
Red -eyed Vireo 2 Oct . 14(2) 
Tennessee War b l er 3 OCt. 1 (2) , 7 
Hagnolia Warbler 7 Sept. 30 , Oct . I , 

14(2), 17 
Ye llow-nnped (Hyrt Ie) Warbler I Oct. 21 
Chestnut - sided Wa rble r 2 Oct . 4(2) 
Bay- breasted Warbler 9 Oct . 1 (5), 7 , II , 14(2) 
Kentucky Warbler I Oc t . 14 
Common Yellowthroat I Oct . I 
American Redstart I Oct. I 
Bobolink I Oct . I 
Rose - breasted Grosbeak 3 Oct . 1 (2) • 7 
White-crowned Spa r row 1 Oct . 26 
Wh i te-throated Sparrow I Oct. 21 
TOTAL 42 
P.O. 'ox 25 
Haze l Green, Alabama 35750 
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fIRST BREEDING RECORD 0f WHITE-FACED IBIS FOR ALABAMA 

AND A NEW AREA OF PLEGADIS SYHPATRY 

Charles D. Duncan and Paul G. Johnson 

An unconfirmed report of White~faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) breeding on 
Cat Island, Alabama, during June, 1976, has appeared [J. R. Stewart, 1976, Regional 
Report (central Southern Region), American Birds 30:966 J . Such a record would be 
the first breeding record for the state and would be all the more significant, in 
that the Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) also breeds on Cat Island (G. R. Gaston, 
1976, Alabama Birdlife 24:14). The American Birds report is surprising in that at 
least 62 Plegadis (12 falcinellus and 50 chihi) are mentioned as breeding. Nonethe~ 

less, during Gaston's and Johnson's (1977, Northeast Gulf Science 1:14) extensive 
Obf;Hv.ation;; of the heronry there during the ;;"".e pedod, one of us {PCJ) saw only 
three pairs of Plegadis on a regular basis and only three Plegadis nests were found. 

We are now able to confirm the breeding of the White-faced Ibis on Cat 
Island during both the 1976 and 1977 breeding seasons. The island has been previously 
described by Gaston and Johnson (1977). During the first week of June, 1977, we made 
several trips to the island during the early morning hours. Six Plegadis were observed 
on each occasion. Two of these were firmly identified as White-faced Ibises on the 
basis of the wide white patch of feathers bordering the face, the rusty-red color of 
tlle face and legs and the bright red iris (H. pratt, 1976, Birding 8:1), all clearly 
visible through a twenty-power spotting scope. No more than two of the birds could 
be identified at anyone time, but at no time did we see a bird which could be firmly 
identified as a Glossy Ibis. We obtained clear color photographs of one of the birds 
id~nt {fied as a White-faced Ibis and have deposited them with the Alabama Ornithological 
Society Slide Collection (c/o Mrs. Helen Kittinger, 1612 Colesbury Circle, Birmingham, 
Alabama 35226). In addition, a Plegadis nest was found in the same marsh elder (~ 
frutescens) where the White~faced Ibis was photographed and repeatedly seen to alight, 
confirming that the birds were indeed breeding and nOt merely transients. two other 
Plegadis nests were also found, thereby accounting for all the ibises regularly seen 
on the island during the 1977 season • 

During the course of these studies, Nr. Tom Walker of the Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab allowed us to inspect six color slides he made during Mayor June, 1976, of 
a single Plegadis individual on Cat Island. This bird is also clearly identifiable 
as a White-faced Ibis on the basis of the same characters mentioned above. This 
identification, coupled with Gaston's Glossy Ibis ?hotograph (Gaston, 1976) confirms 
Cat Island during 1976 as the third known area of sympatry betwee~p. chihi and P. fal
cinellus; Pratt (1976) lists Cameron Parish, Louisiana. and the Miss\issippi Delta as 
the other two. Whether Gat Island continues to be an area of sympatry or whether our 
lack of observation of Glossy Ibis indicates that they no longer breed on Gat Island 
is unknown. Studies during the 1978 breeding season will be directed toward the 
identification and behavioral relations between the two species. 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 

In a recent note on nesting reciprocity in Eastern Phoebes and Barn 
Swallows [The Wilson Bulletin, 89, 632-5 (1977)J, Ha~on Weeks cites three ref
erences pertinent to the subject. One of these is an article by Jerome Jackson 
and Ray Weeks which appeared in Alabama Birdlife, 24, 7-9 (1976). With this issue, 
Alabama Birdlife completes 25 years of continuous publication. Apart from the 
semi-annual meetings, it has been the chief means of communication of A.O.S. with 
its members. It has also served as the major repository of ornithological records 
from Alabama and northwest Florida. Those concerned with the publication and dis
tribution of Alabama Birdlife are committed to continuing and augmenting these func
tions. It is gratifying to see our journal cited elsewhere in the ornithological 
literature, because citations such as the one above are evidence of success in our 
efforts to disseminate the contributions to ornithology that originate in our area, 
Major cr~dit fer this success go~s. of ccun~, to the m:my contributors ~ho provide 
articles for publication, to our editors - of whom the present is James Peavy, and 
to those in charge of circulation - notably Naomi Banks - who handle distribution 
to A.O.S. members and other subscribers. Recognition of this will put what follows 
in proper perspective, because this is to be a report of the A.O.S. Librarian. 

From the beginning, the Ralph Browri Draughon Library of Auburn Univer
sity has managed the publication exchange program for our society. We exchange 
publications on a volume-per-volume basis with some 25 other organizations. Some 
of the publications that are received in exchange are The Wilson Bulletin, Egretta 
and The Ring - major European journals - and a number of imporrant state publica
tions. The returns from exchange are used to enhance the Auburn library's holdings 
in ~rnithology. Our association with Auburn has several advantages for us: 

i. Space to house our substantial collection of back issues - space is at a 
premium in libraries everywhere. 

2. Proper management of our exchange program - Auburn handles mailing and 
necessary correspondence, provides periodic inventories and updates the 
exchange list from time to time. 

3. An efficient and cordial staff, notably Mrs. Farley Fish, Gifts and Exchanges 
Librarian, who are willing to accommodate all requests regarding dispersals 
frOOI our collection of back issues. 

The exchange program represents 10-151. of our circulation and is especially 
significant in a scholarly sense, because it con'tributes to other ornithological 
collections. After a lapse for various reasons and of short duration, we are caught 
up. and the exchange program is running smoothly again. While the Auburn library 
is not now actively seeking to increase the exchange list, additions to the list 
can be arranged by writing me. 

Another program. this one undertaken just recently, seeks to place (as 
gifts) collections of back issues in various libraries in Alabama and northwest 
Florida which did not previously have them. The university libraries at Tuscaloosa, 
Auburn and Jacksonville have complete collections of Alabama Birdl1fe to the best 
of my knowledge. Almost cOOlplete sets have recently been given to the libraries 
of University of South Alabama and University of Alabama in Birmingham and to the 
Birmingham Public Library, and other donations are being a~ranged. All donations 
are made with the understanding that obtaining future issues is the responsibility 
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of the r~c ipient and not A.O.S. I wi ll be happy to assist in placing collections 
of bac k i ssues in ot he r dese rving libraries in our a~ea under the same ground 
ru les but must ask your help with some of the initial l~gwork. please ask a 
re ference ~ibrarian in the library under considera tion if they wi l l accept such 
a set (about 60 issues) and then give them my addre ss . Some librar ies (e.g ., Uni
versity of Alabama in Huntsville) are he s itant to accept because of space problems. 

Back issues of Alabama Birdlife may also be purchased, and this has been 
an additional, though minor, source o( r evenue to A.O.S. For instance , TVA has 
recently ordered a complete set oC back i ssues, and the orde r is now being processed. 
If you would l ike to purchase back issues for your collection, please send your 
want l ists to me . The price to A.D. S. members is presently $1.00 per issue. 

Recently, Hr. Millard Prather , an A.O.S. member from Birmingham, offered 
the society ~ substantial co ll~ction of back issues of ornitholog ical journals 
(including Auk, The Wilson Bulletin and American Birds) with the reques t that it 
be placed i n a library in Bi rmingham. Tbe collection is now in the periodica l 
s tacks of t he Mervyn Sterne Libra r y of Univer s ity of Alabama in Birmingham . In 
return, the U.A.B. library extends full checkout privileges t o A.O.S. members. 
Those who wish to che,k out books from t he library need onl y show evidence of A.D. S. 
membe~ship to the Science Reference Librarian, Ms. Virginia Jackson, to get a card 
good for a year . Pe r iod icals understanda bl y may not be removed f rom the library, 
but the library has an open stack policy fo r periodical~ and no special card is 
11ecessary to use them. We t.hank Mr. Prathe r for hi s gift. It. is a sign ificant 
benefit t o U.A.B. and to A. O . ~ . members, espec ial ly those from Birmingham. If I 
can be of similar se r vice t o other A. O. S . members. please l e t me kn ow . 
Howar;.d H. Ei nspahr 
27) 1 Hanover Circle 
Birmingham , Ala. 35205 

AOS BUSINESS MEETING 

The annual business meeting of Alabama urnithological Society was held 
April 2~ , 1~77 , Co llowing a seafood buffet at. the Da uphin Island Communi t y Center • 

• President Russel l Sailey cal led the mee t ing to order and gave recognition to the 
Societ~'s twenty-fifth anniversa r y and t o the f ounder , the la te Blanche Dean • . The 
following slate of of ficers 'Was unanimousl y e lected : Pres ident , J. Russe II Bailey; 
Vice pres ident and President-Elect, Dr. J im Thompson; and Treasurer, Martha Roger s . 

Rober t R. Reid r ead a resolution opposing uneconOQic water projects . The 
membership vot ed to adopt the resolution and to send copies to app r opriate persons . 
Hr . Reid a l so urged meQbers to send articles and note s of interest to Editor James V. 
Peavy to be published in Alabama Birdlife. 

Members who would like to support Paul Johnson's research on the wading birds 
ne sting on Cat 1sland were encouraged to send checks to the Marine Research Lab. 

The following door prizes were 8'Warde d; PengU ins Past and Present, Here 
and There, Ducks , Geese and Swans of North ~erica and an or ig 1nal painting by Dor i s 
King sber y . 

Dr. Henr y H. St evenson, Professor Emeritus of Zoology at Flori da State 
Univer si ty, pr~sented an interesting and informative progr am concerning his studies of 
the Boat-tai l ed Grackle. He discussed and illustrated with slides the different s ub
species and their subtle dif ferences a l ong with observations concerning habitat. 

He l en Thigpen 
Secreta r y Pr o Tem 

,. 



• 

FALL MEETING 

We all (about 50) enjoyed the meeting in Destin, Florida, last Oc tober. 
It's a delightful small town with good fi shing and good birding. We even had a 
male Yellowthroat by the indoor pool at the Seascape Inn. 

On Friday, Bill Summerour gave the program with emphasis on the nesting 
habits of the Swains on' s warbler, the Song Sparrow, the Gray and the Eastern King
birds and the Resplendent Quetzal. The Resplendent Quetzal, the national bird of 
Guatemala, was observed by Dr. Summerour at Vol~Baru in the rain fo rest of Panama 
and is, of course, a leading contender for the title of the most beautifu l bird in 
the world. 

Attending the Directors' Meeting were Russell Bailey, Jim Thompson, Martha 
Rogers, Bob Duncan, Howard Einspahr, Curtis Kingsbery, Eric Lefstad, Robert Reid, 
Tom Rogers and our guest, Henry Stevenson. 

The 1979 Dauphin I sland Spring Meeting will be a joint meeting of AOS and 
of FOS (Florida OS). Date will be April 21 (first choice) or April 7 (second choice) 
to not conflict with the fi sh ing rodeo. Curtis will write FOS af ter Russell clears 
the date • 

The Directors appointed the following Alabama State List Committee: Thomas 
8. Imhof, Chairman; James v. Peavy; Robert R. Reid. This committee is responsible 
for determining the status of a species in Alabama, including whethe r or not a partic
ular ~pecies is to be included on the Alabama State List. 

It was our privilege to have Hrs. Dorothy Coffeen attend the buffet dinner. 
Hrs. Coffeen recently gave 209 acres, including a 60-acre lake, to the Sierra Founda~ 
tion as the Coffeen Wildlife Refuge, the p lace of one of the AOS field trips. Also, 
Hr. George Bennett, Warden of the Audubon Sanctuary on Dauphin I s land, was present. 

The Society unanimously adopt ed two resolutions: Resolution Opposing 
~ Degradation of Water Quality in Alabama Watercourses, and Resolution s upporting 

Designation of Cahaba River as Wild and Scenic River. 

Howard Einspahr, our Librarian, repor L ~d that Alabama Birdlife is now in 
the Binningham Public Library and the libraries of the University of Alabama, Univer
sity of Alabama Birmingham, University of South Alabama, Auburn University, Binningham 
Southern College, Jacksonville State University. The Auburn Library manages the 
eXChange p rogram whereby AOS exchanges publications with same 25 organi~ations. We 
need back issues of Alabama Birdlife, particularly any issue of Volume 18 (1970) or 
of issue No.2 of Volume 19 (1971). please mail to Howard Eins pahr. 2731 Hanover 
Circle, Birmingham, Alabama 35205. 

Door prizes were: The Birds of' the Bahamas by P. G. C. Brudennell-Bruce, 
How to Attract, House and Feed Birds by Walter E. Schutz, Field Guide to Nests (birds, 
mammals, insects, etc.) by Headstom, and a grand prize given by Doris Kingsbery of a 
large Arrowhead Sanddollar with a painting by Doris Kingsbery of sanddunes and sea oats. 

Hr. Curtis L. Kingsbery then gave a program on his and Doris' adventure 
in Trinidad. complete with s lides of the scenery and the birds and with recordings 
of bird songs. It was a fine meeting. Hope t o see you at Dauphin Island the weekend 
of April 15, 1978. 
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ALABAMA ORN ITHOLOGICAL SOGIETY 

Checkbook Ba lance 6-10-76 
p lus Deposit s 

Les s Disbursements 
Checkbook Balance 6-1 2-7 7 

Bank Balance 6-12-77 

Descript i on of Disbu~ sements 

Postage 

T~eas urer 's Report 

6-10-76 tbru 6-12-77 

Typi ng Alabama Bi~d1ife . Vol. 24 , 1- 2, 3- 4 

Hallelujah Press, Alabama Bi~Jlife. Vol. 24, 
1- 2, 3-4 

Expenses, ADS Fall Meeting 

Reimbursement t o Scott Gravette for overpaid 
membership 

Sl ide Col lection - Robe rt Re id. Jr. 

Supp l le I) 

Tot a l Oi sbursements 

Savings Account Balance 

$ 712 . 57 
359.56 

$1,0 72.13 
506 .42 

$ 505 . 71 

$ 505 .71 

I 69 . 36 

76 . 50 

286.00 

16 . 11 

2. 00 

54 .45 

2.00 

I 506 .42 

Sl.1l9 . 07 

The dues for 1978 shoul d be sent to the treasurer; Martha S. Roge rs 

Classes of Hember ship 

ACTIVE 
ASSOCIATE (outs ide Alabama and Northwes t Florida) 
FAMILY 
SUSTAINING 
STUDENT 
LHE 

2708 43rd Avenue, East 
Tus caloosa, Alabama 35401 

$ 5 . 00 
4. 00 
8.00 

10.UO 
.J . 00 

100.00 

Each member is urge d to remit the prope r amount as soon as poss ible in or der to save 
tbe Society the expense of ma i li ng dues not ices . 
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