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';ffiSTERN t.NO tlORTHERil CELEBRITIeS 
ALONG ,1ITIl NlJlmrtou3 LINGER ING IHGIlAHTS 

HIGHLIGHT 1974 " OS ClUUSTHAS COtmTS 

Numerous out !; tanding finds Hcr e recorclccl on t he 13 Chri stm'1S Counts reported 
t o Al abamn Birdlifc for the 1974 Chris tD" s Season (thc S~ll'!l.e nUMber as last year a nd again 
inc luding t wo count s " t Eu[;:~ u 1.:t Hation .• l ' Jildlifc Hefuge--onc on December 21 a n d the 
other on J .::. nuary 4). !!cs t crn ;", n u norther n v i sitors t",ould h Ctve to compete ,,,,ith each other 
for gr ea t er s i gni fic.:l nce ::n d , if OilC h;.:d to choos e, perhaps t.he scales should be tipped 
in fflvor of the ncs terns. They included .:l Black-throated Gr ay iTar b l er a t l3ay County, a 
Hes tern Kingbird ilnd :kbsor-t ~.i1{'rl Flyc.l tcher at Fort r-lorgan, 3 Tlhitc-,,,,inged Doves and 
a brillia nt m., l e Yell OI<l'-h e;:alc (i 31.-c;cl,biru •• t Pens acola, and another Ye llow-headed Blackbird 
a t D.:1U:>hin b l :~n d (c..ich of th e bl <l ckbird~ falloldn:; up r ecent wi nter r ecords a t t he same 
places ). There Llrc incr c.:ls inz r ecords of Bl uck - throa ted Grays ;o1int ering in the Flo rida 
Peninsul:l , Gl nd Scissor-t. ;l il cd Flyc '.ltch ers have been noted in good numbers on ' Ues tern and 
Southern Florida Chri5 t~ns Counts for over i.1 decade, s o J'..OS observers ma y look forHard t o 
possibilit ies of i!t!ditiond obser vd tions of tho$c species in future years. The I",arbler 
was only th e fir:it on .:10 ..... 03 Christmas Count, the ~lcs tern Janr;bird a s econd, and the fly­
catcher a fourt.!1. 1,,1litc-uinge.d Dov es a r e r a r e in the AOS a rea . Therc have been three 
previous count r ecord!; in .Habmm , but this \o1<1S the first fo r Northwes t Florid;:;. o n a 
Christmas Count or clurin3 a Christmas Count Heck since 1967 a lthough a few ar e seen in 
most wint. e r s • 

,\ mys t ery l ady at PensacoL..l ."l ttracted much a ttention and was l a ter det er mined 
t o hav e proba bly been a fcn..'1 l c. l ~ine Eider , joined on Chris t mas Day ( 11 days af ter the 
count but s till ,·lithin the full count r>eriod ) by anoth er; the birds Here observed and 
pho togr aphed by r:t..'1ny . Their i dentifica tion as lan g Liders i s based on one f ound on th e 
b each l at.er in t he \lint.er. It has ah1<l Ys been considered difficult t o distinguish the 
fe-lU le eiders, and fi eld obser ver s r eport the most determina t ive charact eri stic is c om­
parison of th e. bill lencth uctHcen th e nos tril anu the base a t th e fo r ehead and t h e 
l el1sth bet\.;cen the nostr il a nd the tip ; the fir s t shoul d be shorter in the King whil e 
both l enGths shoul d b e very ne;..: rly eq ua l in the Common . Further C,.--:citing northern 
vi s i t ors a t :?enS ilcol.l Here 3 female or i Tl'f'!Ul tur e IH<lck Scot er s durinn the count week , 
fJh ich ;.;cre joined by 2 Tllore "ftcrua r t!s , on e of uhich tvas a n adult m..'1 lc. In addition , 
even thouSh outside the count perio d , .:l f.e."i1.:.tle or ir:natur e Surf Scoter appea r ed on 
J a nu,uy 4 a nd S c.nc l .:: tcr ~m i mma tur e r.lo.'t lc on February 19. It may be noted tha t the 
BI .lc::s ~! r c •• sC'iucl to s i ng l e b irds observed l as t Christl':1il s Season .:I t Gu l f Shor es and 
Bay County. Other not =:b l e nor thern vis itors tJer e t h e Short - e.:l red O\vl a t Harion, a 
preluue t o th ~ 0.-:1 c: :citement to occur lilter in the \·1inter (see "0\,,1 :.Jinter" in this 
issue ), ,"jnd the 2 :{IJ u;:l, - l ce;gcd Hm'/lcs at ~ lheeler Rcfu·ge. 

The ",i ld Hinter (second in .:\ r Ol';) doubtl ess contributed to many migr o.nts or 
$lLli'aer r es i den ts found r en't.'l in i nc on t he Chr i stmas Counts, n l l of which ,,,ere on the coas t 
exc ep t the Ye llou- breZls ted Cha t, ,·,hich r esponded to a Scr eech Owl c a ll a t. Harion . Among 
the others Here <.J. YclloH-throated Vir eo , Bl a ck-throa ted Green ~;arbler, Purple Hartin and 
Purrlc Gall i nu l c at Day County, a r:ul. l e Summer Ta nager nnd YellOl'l-bill ed Cuckoo at Harianna 
(the former being .J. seq u e l to--nnd proba bly the S."lme bird a s --the ma l e frequenting th e 
same suet f eeder \o1ithin the count '·leek there l ast year), a nd Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
nt Pcnsacol <l and within t he count Hee:-~ at Bay County (the l atter a ma l e and the former a 
fc.'Th:l l e observ ed Hell il t close range so that the green back and lack of rufqus were noted) . 
Balt i mor e Or ioles (now classified by t.he AOU as the Baltimore race of a n ew Northern 
Or i o l e) have in recent years been a ppearing on ~ny Christmas Counts in the Southeast.. 
A lady at Pensaco la is doing a cood job of feedi ng them, for a male \vas found during the 
count Neek t here a t the same feeder as one seen on the count date last year. Other surrmer 
res idents that are r ure to uncommon on the coast in I.;int er included the Gull-billed Tern 
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at Hobile, 2 Black-and-White !Jarblers at Bay County, Yellow-throated Warblers on or 
within the count week of five counts with a high of 6 at Bay County, and Hhite-eyed 
Vireos on eiCht counts, six on the coast and , in addition, both counts at Eufaula 
Refuge. 

The mild winter may also have accounted for the large number of counts on 
which certain wading birds <lpp~red. The t'1l1ite Ibis was reported on four counts as 
opposed to five l as t year--12 for a Christmas Count record at Fort Morgan, 2 immatures 
inla~d on the Dec. 21 Euf<lula Refuge Count, and 2 each at Mobile and Pensacola. Green 
Herons were reported on three counts, including one on the Jan. 4 Eufaula Refuge Count. 
/1m. (no\v cillled GreJ.t) Egrets and Little Blue Herons were found inland on both Eufaula 
Count s , the 35 of the former on Jan. 4 being an inland winter record as were the 5 of 
the l~tter on Dec. 21. Eufaula also has a good colony of Black-crowned Night Herons, 
and 54 were noted on the Jan. 4 count. The Yellow-crowned Night Heron might be expected 
to be less likely in \vinter since it is the more southern of the tH'O night herons, but 
it t.;as recorded on thr ee coastal counts .. ·¥.obile (4), Dauphin I s land (1) and Pensacola (2), 
th e l a tter its fifth straight Christmas Count record. Notable also were 3 Reddish Egrets 
(on e a white-phased bird) at Dauphin Island and a Least Bittern at Gulf Shores for the 
second s tra ight year tha t one was observed at Mary Lou S lough. The American Bittern, its 
more northern cousin, appeared on three counts--2 at Gulf Shores and 1 on the Jan. 4 
Eufaul~ Refuge Count, each for their third straight year, and 1 at Fort ~brgan. Strangely 
due t o its continuing population explosion, however, the Cattle Egret was found this year 
on on ly t'lvO Christmas Counts tvith a high of 6 at Hobile as compared \vith five counts last 
year and a high of 26 at Dauphin Island. 

In the category of species endangered from one cause or another, the Brown 
Pelican, apparently still suffering from persistent pesticide residues, was found 1n 
low numbers on only two counts--3 at Bay County and 1 at Fort Morgan--down from 42 and 
20 on those same counts , respectively, in 1973. The Bald Eagle and Osprey are also 
still suffering from persistent pesticide res idues. It is, therefore, encouraging to 
note an immature Ba ld Eagle at Uheeler Refuge for the sixth straight year one has been 
seen t here either on the count or within the count periods and the 2 (one adult and one 
irrrnatur e ) within the count week of the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count; the same is true of 
the 2 Ospr"eys on the Jan. 4 count at that refuge and the 1 at Fort Morgan. The other 
North American eagle--an immature Golden--was found at Eufaula Refuge on its Dec. 21 
count. 

Another threatening factor is, of course, destruction of habitat, and changes 
in the marsh area at the intracoastal \vaterway near Gulf Shores resulted in absence of 
the usual Sandhill Crane flock. Beca use of rapidly diminishing beach habitat, the 
Piping and Snowy Plovers are included on the "Blue List" of species not yet considered 
endangered but whose numbers are reported on the decline (American Birds (1974), 28(6): 
972-74). On the 1974 AOS Counts, Pipings were found on four counts with a high, however, 
of 30 at Dauphin Island, and Snowys on three with highs of 10 at Pensacola for a Northwest 
Florida Christmas Count record and 9 at Dauphin Island. The Am. Oystercatcher (also on 
the " Blue List") was found at Dauphin Isla nd (3) and Fort Morgan (2 within the count week). 
The Christmas Counts reflect that the Eastern Bluebird, which has suffered from harsh 
\dnter wea ther in past years, as well as a decline in available nesting locations, 1s 
s till 1mv in highly urbanized areas such as Birmingham and l-Iobilc, although it is in­
creasinc in some rura l and coastal areas. 

Most ha\-.rks a re also on the IIBlue List ." In the AOS area, Sharp-shins were 
found on si~{ counts with highs of 5 at Bay County and 4 at Marion, while the Cooper's 
appeared on or within the count week of only four. Single l1erlins (or Pigeon Hawks) 
were f ound on three counts--the Jan. 4 Eufaula Refuge Count, Fort Morgan and Gulf Shores. 
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Although the Am. Kestrel is 
set an inland winter record 
Eufaula Refuge Count (21). 
number for that raptor. 

on the decline in or around urban areas, the 35 at Marion 
with good numbers also at Gulf Shores (46) and on the Dec. 21 
The Marsh Hawks (39) on the same Eufaula count are a high 

Notable observations of hawks not on the "Blue List" included an AOS record 
for Red-tailed Hawks at Marion (85) with a high for Northwest Florida at Marianna (26). 
In addition, it is interesting to note that one of the light-phased Krider's race, more 
numerous on the plains, was found at Wheeler Refuge, Birmingham and on the Jan. 4 Eufaula 
Refuge Count, which also reported a melanistic Red-tail. Rounding out hawk observations 
were the large number of Black Vultures from a roost near Marion (134) and the Turkey 
Vultures at Mobile (52) for the second highest Alabama record. 

Again this year, waterfowl were generally down in number, especially on the 
Gulf Coast. This appears to be due both to a general decline in numbers and to so-called 
"short_stopping" by feeding programs holding the birds for the winter in more northern 
areas. There were, however, a few scattered exceptions, including the Am. Wigeon (or 
- •• . ... . ~ . • - __ ••• - ,....... .. or.. _ . .~.......... __ 
~alapaee) ae ~aCKsonVlile \l/~ ~or a MOuntaIn Kegion recoro}, vanvaSDacK at wneeler 
Refuge (108 for a lolheeler Christmas Count record), high numbers of Red-breasted Mergan .. 
sers at Fort- Morgan (565) and Pensacola (500), and reasonably high numbers of Ruddy 
Ducks at Bay County (119 for a Northwest Florida Christmas Count record) and Gulf Shores 
(100). 

The most outstanding abundance records for the AOS area came, however, from 
_ species widely separated on the AOU list--the 206 Am. Avocets at Mobile (13th out of its 

last 14 Christmas Counts), attracted largely by the ponds on Blakeley Island (previous 
record of 147 in Dec., 1972) and the Savannah and White-crowned Sparrows at Marion and 
Wheel~ Refuge (see below). As observers during migration periods will attest, the ponds 
a~ Blakeley Island also attract large numbers of Dunlins, and that species seems to be 
doing well since it was found on 9 of the 13 AOS counts this winter, including inland 
observations of 40 on the Eufaula Refuge Jan. 4 Count (an inland winter record), 13 at 
Wheeler Refuge (a Tenn. Valley winter record), and 2 at Marion, and also 134 at Bay 
County for a Northwest Florida Christmas Count record. The Spotted Sandpiper also had 
a good year, being recorded on six counts, including an inland observation of a single 

ili ird at Wheeler Refuge for the second straight year and a high count of 7 at Pensacola. 
Other high counts of shorebirds were Least Sandpipers at Marion (115 for a second inian,d 
winter record in abundance) and Willets at Bay County (79 for a Northwest Florida Christ­
mas Count record). 

Other notable coastal observations were Anhingas (rarely noted on AOS Christmas 
Counts) at Marianna (4), Bay County (2) and Gulf Shores (1), the Limpkins at Marianna (2), 
probably attracted by the good cypress swamp habitat in the count area, and single Whip .. 
poor-wills there and at Pensacola. 

Notetolorthy inland observations were led by the Hhite Pelican at Hheeler Refuge, 
the first recent inland winter record. Others included a Whistling SHan during the count 
week at Uheeler for its fifth straight count period record, a Blue-winged Teal at BirminE­
ham that was attracted by the ducks at the Birmingham Zoo, a Greater Yellowlegs within the 
count week there for its first record of the Christ~s Season, 7 Short .. billed Dowitchers 
on the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count (second straight year for that shorebird at Eufaula), 
and 2 Palm Harblers at 'Hheeler Refuge for the third straight year (although previously 
that warbler had not been recorded there during recent tolinters). 

All members of the Wren and the Gnatcatcher .. Kinglet families did well this 
past Christmas Season. The House Wren made almost a "clean sweep" of the counts, being 
found on 12 of the 13, with highs at Gulf Shores (31 for a second highest AOS winter 
record), Fort }brgan (25), and Bay County (24 for a Northwest Florida winter record), 
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and 1 at Wheeler Refuge (where this wren is not usually found that far north in winter). 
Single Bewick's Wrens were found at all five inland count localities. The Carolina H'ren 
is said to inhabit almost every brush pile in the Southeast and lived up to its reputation 
at Birmingham (277 for a near ADS record), ~hrion (128 for a Coastal Plain record), Gulf 
Shores (94, just one shy of a Gulf Coast record), and Pensacola (50 for a Northwest Florida 
record). The Blue-gray Cnatcatcher did well, being found on all counts from Eufaula Refuge 
south with 8 for an inland winter record on the Dec. 21 count there and high but not record 
numbers at Pensacola (28). Bay County (24). Gulf Shores (21) and Fort Morgan (18). Its 
northern relative, the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. had high numbers almost throughout the area. 
led by a high but not record 199 at Birmingham and regional records or near records at 
Marion (160). Pensacola (132). Fort Horgan and Bay County (130 each). lolbeeler Refuge (126), 
the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count (123), and Marianna (101). The Golden-crowned Kinglet 
also set a Tennessee Valley record (78) at l-lheeler Refuge. 

The outstanding sp~rrow abundance records referred to ~bove were the almost 1300 
Savannahs at Harion and 111 Hhite-crowneds at Hheeler Refuge, each an ADS area record 
(previous highs being 548 for the Savannah at Eufaula RefUGe last year and 50 for the 
White .. crowneds In 1953 also at Wheeler). The Savannah, in addition, had good numbers this 
year on the Jan. 4 Eufaula Count (470), its Dec. 21 Count (4~O) and the Gulf- Shores Count 
(409). Other abundance records for the sparrow tribe included the Vespers at Gulf Shores 
(224 for an ADS area record), Chippings at Harianna (485 for a second highest Gulf Co.:.s t 
record), and ~olhite-throats at Birmingham (1501 for a second highest inland AOS record). 
A large number of Fox Sparrows (53) were seen at Harion, which is high for the AOS area 
outside of Birmingham; and, although the Fox does not normally to/inter as far south as the 

• coast, it appeared on four counts there with a high of 3 at ~brianna. Among the sizable 
count of Slate .. colored (now Dark-eyed) Juncos at Birmingham (almost 1200) were 3 of the 
Pink-sided Oregon race, birds of that race haVing been found on three of its last four 
Christmas Counts. Those sparrows that, when found, ar e in low numbers included LeConte's 
(1' at Pensacola and another within the count week at tlarianna) and Grasshopper Sparro~vs 
on or within the count week of four counts, including 2 each on the Jan. 4 Eufaula Refuge 
Count and at Marianna. In addition, single Lincoln's Sparro;,ls (primarily a tvestern s pecies) 
were observed on three counts--t'1arion, Gulf Shores and Harianna . 

~ the Jan. 4D~:::u~!U~:~~;: ~!~~~;s B!~~!~~:~~_l~e:~ g~~~ ~~:~::-~~: ~~g:o~~~;~s~!a~OC~:nt 
record; Killdeer- .. 634 at Gulf Shores; Mourning Dove--566 for a Northwest Florida record 
at Pensacola (which also reported a good number of 612 Rock Doves); Com. Ground Dove--
the high number of 39 on the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count with a good number of 28 at 
Marianna; Eastern Phoebe--five counts at or near Christmas Count records, led by 25 both 
on the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count and at Marianna; Belted Kingfisher--high numbers at 
Bay County (SO) and Pensacola (43); Com. Crow .. -590 at Jacksonville for a ~IDuntain Region 
record (in the absence of a roost); Carolina Chickadee--322 at Birmingham for an AOS area 
record and 48 at Marianna for a record at the Gulf Coast where it is found in much smaller 
numbers than inland; Brown Creeper--16 at Wheeler Refuge for a Tennessee Valley record; 
Water Pipit--267 also at lolheeler for a North Alabama record; Cedar Waxwing .. -the high num­
ber of almost 1600 at Birmingham; Loggerhead Shrike--77 at Marianna for an ADS Christmas 
Count record and 46 at Marion for an inland winter record; Solitary (or Blue-headed) Vireo--
7 at Pensacola for an AOS Christmas Count record; Myrtle Warbler--almost 2700 at Gulf Shores 
for a second highest ADS record; Pine Harbler--143 at Bay County for an AOS Christmas Count 
record (a remarkable increase from the 10 and 13 reported there the previous two years) and 
90 at Birmingham for a North Alabama Christmas Count record; Com. Yellowthroat--33 at Gulf 
Shores for an AOS Christmas Count record with also high numbers at Fort Horgan (24) and Bay 
County (23); Eastern Meadowlark--almost 600 at Harion for an inland record; Brewer's Black­
bird--over 2500 at Harion for an ADS area record and 60 at Wheeler Refuge where they have 
been considered uncommon and local in winter; Com. Crackle .. -a relatively high number for 
the Gulf Coast of almost 6300 at Marianna; and Cardinal--727 at Birmingham for an AOS 
Christmas Count record and almost 400 at l1arion for a Coastal Plain record. In addition, 
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very energetic nighttime observing resulted in record Christmas Count numbers of Screech 
Owls at Gulf Shores (55) and Birmingham (34), Great Horned Owls at Marion (6), and Barred 
Owls at Birmingham (8) and Marion (7). 

This was th e second year after the sizable invasion of Evening Grosbeaks in the 
winter of 1972-73, and the species was reported on only two counts--1 at Birmingham (with 
a flock of 30 seen within the count week) and 5 at Jacksonville. The Purple Finch was 
generally down in numbers but was recorded on 11 of the 13 counts. The Pine Siskin was 
substantially absent with, however, a few scattered verified reports ranging from 2 at 
J acKsonville and 1 to 3 at Eufaula Refuge, both on the eastern boundary of the state 
(near adjoining areas of the Appalachians where it 1s understood additional birds were 
found, although 1n small numbers) to another pair as far south as MObi le. Although 
another visitor from the northern fores ts, the Red-breasted Nuthatch, was virtually 
absent las t winter, it was recorded, although not in large numbers, on 7 of the 13 counts 
this year with the highs being 14 and 11 at Bay County and Fort Morgan, respectively, and 
an apparent Tennessee Valley record of 6 at Hheeler Refuge. 

On the 1974 counts, a record of an even 200 species was observed on the counts 
and during the count weeks with 198 on the counts theruSelves (the full count period being 
Dec. 14 through 31). Complete tabulations of all species on counts conducted during that 
period will appear in Vol. 29, No.2 of American Birds. which will be received by all 
participants in those counts . Therefore, in order to avoid duplication, a complete tab~­
lation of only counts not held during that period is set forth following this article. As 
a parting note from the editor, we urge all interested observers to cotrmlblicate with the 
count compilers and other l eaders and to participate in the 1975 Christmas Counts. It 
$an be seen that many noteworthy birds may be foundj in addition, one may also have an 
enjoyable winterfs day in the out-of-doors. 

, 

A summary of the above 13 Christmas Counts is as follows: 

Count , Dat e 
and Compl I er 

Spec les~a ) 
!thin Total Partici - Party-

On Count Count Week Individua l s pan ts Part ie s Hours 

Wheeler Wi l dlife Refuge- - 91 
Dec . . 14 (J . Milto n Harris) 

Blrmingham--Dec . 29 90 
{Thomas A. Imhof } 

Jacksonvi lle--Dec . 14 74 
(C . William Summer our) 

Mari on--Dec.22 94 
(James V . Peavy, Jr.) 

Eufaula Wi ldlife Refuge-- 114 
Oe c . 21 (Michael Puller) 

Eufaula \<\'ildl1fe Re fuge- - 103 
Jan. 4 (Ju lian L. Du s i) 

Mobile--Dec . 14 139 
(R i chard E. Hayward, Jr . ) 

Dauphin Island--Dec . 28 110 
(M . Wilson Gaillard) 

Ft. Morgan--Dec. 28 (Mary 110 
Lou MattIs & Sherl1e Gade) 

Gulf Shores--Dec. 31 119 
(P. Fairly Chandle r) 

Pensaco l a--Dec . 14 119 
(Curtis L. Kingsber y) 

Marianna--Dec. 14 92 
(Marion W. Gray) 

Bay County (Panama City) -- 133 
Dec . 28 (Donal d P . Scot t) 

92 

92 

74 

9' 
117 

105 

139 

11 0 

112 

122 

123 

95 

13' 

52,619 

17.760 

22 , 024 

21,451 

11,225 

5 , 048 

14 . 897 

9 ,215 

6 , 837 

21, 468 

13 ,835 

13.933 

15 .205 

31 

40 

24 

13 

11 

11 

17 (b) 

16 

" 
28 

IIO(b) 

19 ( b ) 

26 

6 

12 

5 

5 

7 

10 

5 

6 

8 

10 

8 

10 

121 

41 

53 

62 

18 . 25 

51 

38 . 5 

" 76 . 5 

92 . 5 

53 

80 

(a) Species combined in the 1973 r evision of the AOU Check-List are treated 
s e parate ly in this a rticle and the above tab l e bec a use reported separately on t he Christ ­
mas Counts. 

(b) Additional observers at feeders. 

2616 Mount a i n Brook Park .... ay 
Birmingham, Alabama 35223 

Robert R. Reid . Jr . 
Counts Editor 



Eufaula NatIonal Wildlife Refuge (incl Chattahoochee R., sloughs managed for 
waterfowl, and Cow ikee and Wylaunee Cr eeks - coun t limited to refuge area): Jan. 'I ; 6:00 
AM to '1:'15 PM. Participants: Neva Brunton , Julian L. Du~d (compiler ) ; Rosemary T. Dusi , 
Thomas French , Michael Fu l l er, Susan Lancaste r . Marjory D. Lyons , Jackie and Ron McKit­
rick, and Harrie tt and Tom Meadows. 

Pied-b i lled Grebe- 3; Great Bl ue Heron- SO; Green Heron-I; Little Blue Heron-I; 
Gr eat (or Am.) Egre t-BS; Black- crowned Night Heron-54; Am. Bit tern- I ; Canada Goose- 25 ; 
Snow Goose (white phase) -'1; Blue Goose (blue phase of Snow Goose) - 15; 11a11ard- 600 ; Black 
Duck- 35; No. Pintai l - B7; Green- winged Teal- 6; Am. Wigeon (or Baldpate) - lO; No. Shoveler-
61 ; Wood Duck- 12; Redhead - l Si Ring- necked Duck- 3; Ca nvasback- 7 ; Bufflehead- 20; Ruddy 
Duck-3; Hooded Merganser-1 2; Turkey Vulture- I; Black Vulture- 2; COoper's Hawk-I; Red­
tailed Hawk (1 Krider's) -1 5; Red- shouldered Hawk-2; Marsh Hawk-21; Osprey - 2i Merlin (or 
Pigeon Hawk) - l ; Am. Kestrel (or Spar row Hawk) - II ; BOb-whit e- 75i Virginia RaI1- 2; 50ra- 2; 
Am . Coot - I 04; Killdeer-I06; Com . Snipe- 7B; Greater Yellowlegs-3; Lesser Yel l ow l egs - li 
Least Sandpiper- 27i Dunlin (or Red- backed Sandpiper) - ~O; Herring Gull-2 ; Ring- bi lled 
Gull - 9S; Bonaparte's Gull - 3, Rock Dove - 6; Mourning Dove - IO 'l; Com . Ground Dove- II; Barn 
Owl- 2; Screech Owl-I; Barred OWl - I; Belted Kingfisher-'I; Yellow- shafted (Com . ) Flicker-
11; Pi1eated Woodpecker-4; Red-bellied Woodpecker-14; Yel low-bellied Sapsucker-3; Downy 
Woodpecker- 5; 

Eastern Phoebe - 7; Blue Jay - 22 ; Com. Crow - 23; Fish Crow- 2; Carolina Chickadee-
30; Tufted Titmouse- 9 ; Brown- headed Nuthatch- 9; House Wren-3; Carolina Wren-4 7; Short­
billed Marsh (or Sedge) Wren-2; Com. Mo ckingbird- 30 ; Brown Thrasher-5; Am. Rob i n- 259 ; 
Hermi t Thrush- 5i Eastern Bluebird- 2 ; Blue-gray Gnatcatcner- 2 ; Oolden-crowned Klnglet-5; 
Ruby - crowned Kinglet- 22; Water Plplt - 14; Cedar Waxwing- 15 ; Loggerhead Shrlke- 16; Com. 
Starling-5; White-eyed Vireo- I; Solitary (or Blue-headed) Vireo-I; Myrtle (Yellow­
rumped) Warb ler-l2l; Pine Warbler-7i Palm Warbler -IIi Com. Yellol-;throat-8 ; Eastern Mea­
dow lark- 47B ; Red- winged Blackbird- 275 ; Com. Grackle-173; Cardi na l-39 ; Purple Finch- 3; 
Pine Siskin- I ; Am . Goldfinch- 56 ; Rufous- sided Towhee- 27; Savanna h sparrow- 1I 70; Grass­
hopper Sparrow-2; Vesper Sparrow-1 32; Slate-co l ored (Dark- eyed) Junco- 127 ; Chipping 
Sparrow- I ; Field Sparrow- 15l ; White- crowned Sparrow-2; Wh i te - throated Sparrow-l 59 ; 
Swamp Sparrow-l 50 ; and Song Sparrow- 229. Within count week: Gadwall, and Lesser Scaup . 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE FEEDING HABITS 
OF THE RED_HEADED WOODPECKER 
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus ) 

James V. Peavy, Jr. 

~ It 1s a well-documented fact that Red-headed Woodpeckers wilt hawk for insects 
'in a flycafcher-like fashion . For several years I have regularly observed them doing 
this a t the Birmingham Zoo, which is where I work. In the late summer when insects hatch 
out in the zoo ponds, the Red-heads will congrega te 1n several weeping willow trees and 
begin to forage in the typical manner; 1 have often seen eight or ten birds so engaged at 
one time. Another favorite pastime for thes e birds is t o s teal peanuts from the elephants. 
One or two birds will s it on a power pole near the elephants' lot, and, when a peanut is 
t hrown to the elephants, a bird will swoop down , grab the nut and fly back to the top of 
the pole. The birds usually open the nut and ea t it immediately} occasionally they carry 
it away. 

The mos t unusual observation I have made at the zoo occurred on July 26, 1975, 
when 1 saw an adult Red-head fly down, catch a mo us e by the tail and carry it to the top 
of a po l e . The mouse was squeak ing loudly, and this noise seemed to attract a young 
Red-head over. The adult bird moved to a tree limb , killed the mouse with a few pecks 
and flew off with the mouse; the young bird followed giving typical IIfeed_mell calls. This 
i s the on ly instance of mammal predation by a Red- headed Woodpecker of which I have knowl­
edge . A. C. Bent, in his Life Histories of North American Woodpeckers, quotes Mr. E. D. 
Nauman who relat es an ins t~nce of a Red-head attacking a mouse, but the mouse escaped. 
It is interesting to note that, when carrying the mouse, the woodpecker used its beak 
r ather than its feetj however , it did hold the mouse with one foot while killing it. 

5205 Beacon Drive 
Birmingham 35210 

B 



OBSERVATIooS 00 A CAPTIVE BROllN THRASHER 
(Toxostoma rufum) 

Eugene B. Sledge, Ph. D. 

On July 18, 1972, a young fledged Brown Thrasher (Toxos toma rufum) was given 
to me by a University of Hontevallo student, I-Ir. J a ck Burgs tres ser . The previous day , 
when ~~. Burgstresser parked his car in front of his home on a residential street in 
Montevallo, the bird had flown from an oak tree and alighted on the top of the car. The 
bird then hopped onto }Olr. Burgstresser's shoulder and remained there as he walked into 
his house. The complete tameness of this bird was its mos t s ingular characteris tic. 
Neither Hr. 8urgstresser nor 1 was able to loca t e anyone in the area who had reared a 
Brown Thrasher nestling. 

A similar case of an individual of this species approaching man has been 
reported (S!dney E; Ekblaw, II}.. Tame Brown Thrasher," Hilson Bull. 30:92, 1918). Bachman 
(Audubon, The Birds of America. 3:11, Dover Reprint 1967 of 1844 edition) wrote that he 
raised many Brown Thrashers in his aviary and kept one specimen for 3 years until it was 
killed by a cat. He does not report any case of a Brown Thrasher r eared in its normal 
environment approaching man. 

During the first few days I had this specimen in my possess ion, I allowed it 
the free run of my office and of my laboratory and made notes of its _behavior. This -bird was extremely curious. It ran and/or flew about the room investigating any and a ll 
objects within its reach. tnten first investigating any object, a pencil Eor instance, 
the bird approached slowly turning the head from side to side, viewing the pencil with 
first ohe eye and then the other. Next, he would begin tactile examination of the pencil 
by siowly picking it up In its beak and turning it over and over, releas ing it and 
repeating this several times. If the pencil bounced upon release or made a loud noise, 
the bird would jump rapidly to one side partially extending its wi ngs . On occasions he 
would jump into the air and fly several meters away f rom the object. Th e mos t interest ing 
activity was displayed when the bird came upon a stack of lett er s or other loose paper s 
09 my des~. Beginning with the top-most papers, he would methodica lly grasp each sheet 
in his beak, and walking sideways or backwards, drag it off th e s t ack onto the desk top. 
This would continue until the stack was spread out. If I replaced a "few sheets on th e 
stack after he had dragged them off, the bird would speed up his activity. I f I persisted, 
he would stand next to the stack and feverishly scatter sheets t o the right and l eft by 
sliding his closed beak beneath them and flipping them with a rapid j er k of the head aft er 
the fashion of the species in moving leaves in search of insects . This procedure sometimes 
continued for approximately one minute after which time the bird either l os t int eres t or, 
more frequently, began to beg for food by opening its beak and crouching and shaking its 
partially extended wings when my hand came near to replace papers on the s tack. The 
thrasher's overall behavior pa ttern in response to man, certain domes tic animal s and wild 
birds , gave strong indication that imprinting had occurred on this specimen by some human 
subject, or certainly that its behavior was a typica l of its species. During the 27 days 
that I had this bird under careful observation, it indicated on numerous occasions that 
it preferred a condition of clos e proximity to humans to either solitude or the company 
of certain other animals . As I moved about the laboratory the bird flew to me or r an to 
me if I moved more than 3M. away from it. If I l eft the room, the bird followed me 
immediately; or, if I shut the door it would begin to make the typica l a l arm note of 
the species . This note is desc~ibed by Bent (~. National Museum Bull etin, 195: 369 II, 
1948) as resembling a loud kiss. He states, "The kiss note i s a loud smack, or s ucking 
kiss , something like the sound made by the clicking of a heavy pa ir of pruning shears, 
a most startling sound for a bird to make ••• " The thrasher continued to emit this call 
at approximately 2-sec. intervals until I reappeared, at which time it flew directly to 
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me, or for about 2 min. if I did not return within that time. On occasions when the bird 
was left in a room that was strange to it, the alarm call was made at more rapid intervals 
and for longer duration. If I made any sound outside the door before opening it, the bird 
would begin giving the alarm note and continued even after I entered the room and was in 
full view of it, stopping only after it had flown to me or had been released from its cage. 
At this time, the alarm note changed to a call like "chuck." This call did not have the 
rather metallic and urgent quality that characterizes the alarm note of this species. The 
"chucktl was the most cotll'llOn sound emitted by this bird as long as it was in my possession. 

Indoors, the thrasher spent the night in a cage. In the morning ,,,hen I approached, 
the bird would conmence the alarm call and struggle to escape from the cage. Hhen released, 
it would fly inmedlately to my shoulder and begin the "chuckll sound. !fuen food was placed 
in the small cage In the morning, the bird usually began feeding, but on several occasions 
it fluttered about the cage and would not eat until released. For the first 7 days, it 
voluntarily entered the small caee each night. However, it became increasingly reluctant 
to do so and had to be placed in the cage by hand each night. Under no conditions could 
I coax it to fly to me if I was standing in or near the utility room where the cage was 
kept. 

Every morning, 1 placed the thrasher in an outdoor wire enclosure 2~ x 2~ x 6~ M. 
where 2 chickens and 2 pigeons were kept. t-lhen released into this cage, the thrasher usually 
flew from one end perch to the other and then fluttered against the wire nearest to me and 
began the distress call. It would remain thus occupied for approximately 15 min. before 
it would fly to a perch. As soon as I moved or attracted its attention, it ,,,ould again fly 
toward me. If the bird was hungry when placed in the outdoor enclosure, it would feed 
briefly and then fly toward me. ~'1hen I entered the enclosure, the thrasher flew to my 
shoulder and began the IIchuck" call. There was a definite direct correlation between the 
frequency of the calIon these occasions and the amount of time that had elapsed since I 
had last been seen by the bird. I stopped placing the thrasher in the large outdoor en­
closure after it escaped one day through an opening in the wire. On this occasion my next­
door neighbor called me, and I found the thrasher perched on her head. The bird had 
escaped from the cage and flown to the people it saw approximately 30 M. away. !'1hen I 
arrived it flew to my hand, then to the grou~d where it fed briefly on some insects • 

• When the thrasher was released in the house, it spent a great deal of time 
running about 1n various rooms exploring under and behind the furniture. It rarely flew 
1n the house but remained on the floor most of the time. If I left the room, the bird 
would fly in search of me, using first the "chuck" and then the distress call if it did 
not find me immediately. Of all the objects in the house, rug fringes proved to be the 
most interesting to the thrash er. If left undisturbed, or not distracted, it would spend 
as much as 15 min. moving back and forth along the end of a rug, pulling and tugging at 
the fringes with its beak.. It would also s hake the individual fringes and manipulate 
them in its beak after the manner of this species in softening and breaking up insects 
while feeding. After about an hour of exploring about the house, the bird would fly or 
run directly to me perching on my head or shoulder. It would routinely fluff its feathers, 
shake itself and preen for about one minute. The primaries and secondaries were preened 
first and then certain breast feathers. On such occas ions the rectrices and other feathers 
were rarely preened. After the brief preening activity, the bird would settle it self on 
my shoulder, completely flex its legs, partially erect the contour feather s of the body 
and those on the crown, flex the neck and rest the head on the body, close its eyes and 
sleep for 5 to 15 min. 

The reactions of the thrasher to other birds and animals \"ere varied and 
interesting. On the day the bird was brought to me, I ",as feeding it some small bits of 
ground beef on a laboratory table, and it took no apparent notice of the several students 
around watching it feed. Suddenly, it noticed a House Sparrow (Passer domesticus ) 
fledgling beine held on the table about one meter away. The thrasher immediately 
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ass~ed its threat display. Very little of the sparrow was visible because a student had 
both hands cupped about it resting on the table. However, upon noticing the sparrow, the 
thrasher erected all its contour feathers as well as those on the head, partially extended 
the wings, spread the rectrices with the lateral ones forward so as to form a scoop of the 
tail, partially flexed the legs, lowered the head ,,,ith the beak pointing anteriorly and 
parallel to the table top and ran rapidly toward the sparrow. Before the thrasher reached 
the sparrow, the student moved it, and the thrasher dropped all manifestations of threat, 
turned about and returned to its feeding. According to the student holding the s parrow, 
it reacted to the thrasher's threat display by quivering noticeably. Subsequently, when 
the s.parrow was held close to the thrasher, the latter completely ignored it. 

The threat display was observed on two other occasions. In both cases the 
thrasher was in the house and saw a member of its own species fly into a tree just outside 
a window. The threat display was very brief, and normal activity was resumed in both cases 
while the bird toward which the display was directed was still in view. 

On all possible occasions, the thrasher was closely observed to determine its 
reactions to members of its own species. I was never able to determine even the s lightest 
manifes t a tion of species recognition on the part of the tame bird when other Brown Thrashers 
were within view. A family eroup of wild Brown Thrashers consisting of 2 adults and 2 
juveniles passed the outdoor cage several ttmes daily during their foraging. One or more 
members of this group continuously gave the "chuck" cal1 a s they moved about. I never 
noticed the tame bird reacting to these birds in any way, nor did they seem to take any 
notice of it. 

The first time the thrasher saw my dog, a Dachshund, in the house it sounded the 
distress call and flew directly to me. For a bout t days the bird seemed to be afraid of 
the dog but gradually became used to it. Uhen I placed the bird on the dog's back, it 
would remain there apparently unafraid. However, if the dog walked toward the thrasher, 
the bird would move away. 

The thrasher never los t its fear of the 2 chickens and 2 pigeons in the outdoor 
cage.. If any of these larger birds approached within approximately one meter, the thrasher 
efther flew o~ ran from them. 

On several occasions I released the thrasher in my yard to observe its reactions. 
The bird seemed to prefer the areas of the yard covered with leaves to the grassy areas 
and lawn. It would run a few meters, stop and quickly s ca tter leaves and plant litter with 
it s beak to uncover insects. The bird would r apidly pursue low-flying insects by running 
after them and was quite successful in the number it captured in this manner. Although 
wild thrashers frequently came through the yard calling to each other while it was outside, 
the tame bird took no apparent notice of them. 

DON'T FORGET TO RENE" YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 

IN A.O. S .. 
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DIET AND FEEDING BEHAVIOR: Hhile it was in my possession, the thrasher's diet consisted 
of the following: 

Fruit 

*Tomato 
*Plurn 

'I.-kApple 
*Gtapes 

*l'~Raisin 

Insects 

*Beetles 
*Slugs 
*Earthworms 
*House Fly 

Meat 

**Ground Beef 

Grain ~ 
***Cracked Corn *Dry_roasted 

~':i-lheat \\:Cashew nuts 
*".':}Iillet *Pecan 

*High level of preference. Consumed by the bird daily or every time available. 

peanuts 

**Hedium level of preference. Usually but not altJays consumed by the bird ~"hen available. 
*l'rl:Rarely or only occasionally consumed by the bird when available. 

Although no measured quantitative data were obtained as to amounts of various food items 
consumed by the bird, the items could be ranked as is shown in the accompanying table. 
By far the most preferred food item was dry-roasted peanuts. Peanuts were follo~Jed 
closely by cashe\J nuts. Of the fruits, tomato was most preferred followed by plum. 
Host of the insects eaten were caught by the bird itself. Grain '''3S in the form of 

~ mixed scratch feed, containing cracked corn, whole millet and whole wheat. The wheat 
v1as usually eaten early in the day, the millet next, and cracked corn last. Usually the 
skin of tomato and plum , .. ere not eaten. 

Hhen a , .. hole peanut was presented to the thrasher, the bird grasped it between 
the mandibles and placed it in a corner of its cage, or on the floor, and hamm~red upon 
it Hith the tip of the beak. Small chips that were broken Here eaten immediately. If 
the peanut was knocked aside, it was sometimes replaced in the original position before 
being struck again by the beak. If the peanut skidded along the floor, the bird followed 
it hanmering off and eating small chips. Hhen a peanut or cashew nut was broken into 

~ .. pieces for . the bird, it tended to eat larger pieces than it would when it broke them off 
itself. For example, pieces in excess of approximately 2mm x 2mm were rarely eaten Hhen 
broken with the beak but Here further reduced in size before eating. HOHever, when hand­
fed, the bird readily ate pieces approximately 5mm x 5mm ~Yith apparent ease. 

Insects, whether soft-bodied or hard, were subjected to considerable macerating 
action with the beak. This seemed obviously necessary in the case of beetles; however, 
annelid wor~ and soft-bodied larval insects were subjected to softening action which did 
not seem necessary to render the insect soft enough for the bird to eat. Hard insects 
were halTJUered with the beak in a manner similar to that of nuts, and soft insects were 
"cha .. ed" between the mandibles and frequently knocked against the ground or floor by the 
bird with a quick lateral movement of the head. If an insect or piece of nut was lost by 
the bird in grass or leaves during this activity, no attempt was made to retrieve iti 
another morsel was sought immediately. 

After the thrasher escaped from the large outdoor cage, I began placing it in a 
smaller outdoor exercise ca~e measuring 1 x 1 x 1 meter. The bird Has placed In this 
cage with food and water each morning and brought into the house before dark. 

On July 9, it was first apparent that the bird was shOwing symptoms of ~.,hat was 
apparently some sort of respiratory malady. Uhen an attempt was made to vocalize softly, 
the only sound the bird made was "pff, pfL" However, the bird1s appetite remained good. 
The symptoms continued and t-1ere similar to those described by De La Ponde, Gordon G. and 
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Yvonne A. Greichus ("COlre und Behavior of Penned Double-crested Cormorants," Auk 09: 
644-650, 1972 ) for birds s uf fering fr om <lspcr gillous infections of the lungs.There­
fore, on the mor ning of July 13, I treated the thrasher with a subcutaneous injection 
of 0.50 cc terramycin (oxytetracycline HCL) diluted with 3 parts \'la ter and placed it in 
its exercise cnge. Unfortunntely, I .... as not ab l e to bring the bi r d in until 11: 00 p.m., 
and, at this time, I found tha t the bird had been killed by a predator of some sort. 
The head , ... as protruding through the one em square wire mesh. The occipital region of 
the skull Has crushed and the skin on the neck was torn. A domes tic cnt was seen in 
the ar ea on several successive days. 

Consequently, a planned series of experiments t o obtain quant itative data on 
the food habits of t hi s species and furth er information on the int er esting behavior qf 
a specimen completely l acki nB in fear of man had to be abandoned. 

Biology Depcrtment 
Univer s ity of Hontevallo 
Hont evOl llo, Alabmoc1. 35115 

BANDERS I CORNER 

James V. Peavy , Jr. 

~ One of the hi ghliChts of my wint er's banding occurred when a flock of Lap l and 
Longspurs appeared at the Old Courtland Airfi eld. Records show that, in the past, very 
large flocks (up to 1000 birds) have been seen at Courtland, but in recent years, various 
observers have not been able to locate th em. However, this year Bob Reid and Greg Jackson 
vis ited the airfield and found a "fewl1 birds. l</hen I learned of the birds I presence, I 
decided to go up and look f or them, as I had s een only one in my life . So , on the morning 
of February 24, 1975, accompanied by Ted Weems, I set out for North Alabama . 

To a person who lives in the densely-wooded, hilly Jefferson County, the vastness 
of open, flat Courtland Airfield is staggering. To look out over hundreds of acres of 
sn?rt grass, ~oncrete and plowed cotton fi el ds and think of l ooking for a ground-dwelling 
bird that looks like grass seems hopeless. Add to this the fact that it was snowing and 
the wind was blowing at 25 to 35 mph, and you will understand our l ack of enthus i asm. To 
shorten this tale of wo e , s uffice to say we found the birds, at least 150, in a burned­
over grass patch between runways. I would like to say it was our great skill and intimate 
understanding of bird behavior which made it possible, but that just isn't so. We found 
them quite by accident when a Horned Lark I was watching r an off t he runway and s t ood in 
a patch of gr ass ; he was surrounded by longspurs . Finding the birds , however, was only 
the beginning. 

It is never easy to catch birds in an open field on a windy day . As Ted and I 
were putting up my mis t net s , they began to fr eeze; they were damp because my previOUS 
banding effort had been terminated by a rains torm. lo/hen the moisture froze, it turn ed 
white, making the nets highly visible, but my fears about the birds seeing the nets were 
eased because the wind was so strong that it quickly evaporat ed the ice. The wind, how­
r ver, was our biggest obstacle. As birds hit the net, they would simply bounce out again. 
In spite of this, as the sun set, Ted and I had s ucceeded in catching, banding and photo­
graphing fifteen Lapland Longspurs. 

Yhile banding new birds is always fun, it is particularly exCiting to hear about 
a bird banded earlier. This summer I received a notice from the banding office informing 
me tha t one of the Purple Finches banded at Collirene on February 3, 1974, (see Al nbama 
Birdlife, Vol. 22, p. 9), had been recovered by another bander in Schenectady, New York. 
50 far, this i s the only bird recovered of the 443 banded on that date. 
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TilE FIRST RECORn OF THE OCCURRENCE OF PRAIRIE FALCON 

IN THE STATE OF ALA.W1,.\ 

HOHard H. Einspahr and Edward J. Heehan 

On February 6, 1975 , a t approximately 3:15 p. m. , we were returning from a hand­
ball game, wa l k ing east on Seventh Avenue Sout h , Bir mingham. As we approached the crest 
of a knoll bet ween 13th nnd 14th Streets, 'ole observed a sma ll brown r aptor fly ing northwest ., 
a nd s teadily gaining a ltitude. Hhen first no ticed, the bi r d was about 15 feet a bove an 
a s ph:l lt-surfaced pnrking a r ea tha t lay some 100 yards east of a nd 20 feet belotv us. The 
bird level ed o ff ood turned west after cross ing Seventh Avenue, flying by us at a n altitude 
of less than 6~ fcet (1~ to 2 telephone po l es) . At closest approach, it passed north of us -: 
just across Seventh Avenue. 

The bird ' s fli gh t ~ .. as not particularly swift and repeat ed a cycle of between 
three and five wing beats fo llowed by a s hort glide. The f light pattern was agreed to be 
peculiar, though not unambiguously characteristic as t o genus, and was thought to be partly 
the result of the bird' s effort to gain altitude. The bird appeared to gain speed going 
wes t as it appr o.:l. ched the building complex betH'een 12th and 13th Streets tha t houses the 
gym of the Univer s ity of Al .:l.bama in Birmingham (U.A. B.). lie lost s i ght of the bird in a 
flock of about 20 Rock Dove (Columbia livia) tha t r ose from a roof of the complex as the 
bird appr oached. 

At 3 p.m. February 6, 1975, the N ... tional ~-1eather Service r ecorded skies at the 
~ Birmingham airport overcast at 1700 feet, visibility of 6 miles , wind out of the wes t (280° ) 

at 11 knots and a temperatur e of 41°P. Th ese data ar e consistent with our recollection of 
a t mospheric conditions at the time the bird tJas s i ghted . The bird tlas observed with the 
sun at our bClcks until it passed us, whereupon its i m.:l ge t·las reduced t o a silhouette. Ob­
serva tions ",ere made without the aid of binoculars or Clny other t elescopic device. No 
Camera was avai l ab l e to record the s i ehting. 

The s i ze of the bird was between one and one-and-a-half times that of ~ Rock 
Dove, a n interva l which brackets our s light ly differing es timates. The bird showed a 
longi sh tail, hel d closed 1n flight, and wings with promi nent wrists ~ narrow, pointed 
~. The appearClnce of wing "windows" is accounted for by the observation of the absence 
6f a primary flight feath er (possibly the fourth or fifth) from each wing. A hooked raptor­
bill was noted. The overa ll color was light brown. No prominent light or dark markings 
wer e noted on the head or elsewhere except for a clearly visible bl ack axillar under the 
l ef t wing. The axi llary area under the right wing was wi thheld f rom view for the duration 
of t.he s ighting. On th e basis of these observations, \'le conclude tha t the bird we observed 
was a Prairie Fa lcon (Fa lco mexicanus) . 

The only other species nentioned in the standard field guides as having black 
axillars is the Bl ack-belli ed Plover (Squatar ola squatarola), a species which can be ruled 
out as inconsis tent \Jith ot her obs erved char acteristics of the bird. It is perhaps not 
commonly recognized that some indivi dua l s of Red-tailed Ha~< (Buteo j amaicensis) may 
exhibit d.::l.rk tlxillary r egions . HONever, in t he admit t. edl y fet.z observa tions of such birds 
by one of us (HME ), it hCls been noted tha t da rk aXillary regions are accompanied by promi­
nent, dark belly bands and a ppear, in fact, to be extens ions ther eof r ather than separated 
in coloration from the surrounding plumage. In any cas e, the bird in question lacked the 
characteristic Buteo form and no hint of a belly band was noted. 

Both of us had seen Prairie Falcon individuals prior to this sight.ing. EJM 
observed one in Uyoming in the summer of 1974. HHE had seen the species several times, 
mos t recently in January, 1975, at Cheyenne Bottoms National Hildlife Refuge, Kansas. 

News of the sighting tJas spread by word of mouth. 
including one of us (HHE), int ensively searched for the bird 
not seen aga in. 

14 

Although several parties, 
dur ing t.he t .. eekend, it was 



TilE FIRST RECO"D OF THE OCCURRENCE OF PRAIRIE FALC ON 

IN THE STATE OF ALA.BAHA 

HOHard H. Einspahr and Edward J. Heehan 

On February 6 , 1975 , a t approx i mately 3:15 p . m., we were returning from a hand­
ba ll game, walking cast on Seventh Avenue Sout h , Bir mineham. As we a pproached the crest 
of a knoll between 13th .::lnd 14 th Streets , ' .... e observed a sma ll brown r a ptor fly ing northwest ., 
and st eadily gaining a ltitude. ~Yhen first not iced, the bird was about 15 feet above an 
asph:Jlt-surfaced parking a r ea that lay some 100 yar ds east of a nd 20 feet beloto1 us. The 
bird leveled o ff ond turned west after cross ing Seventh Avenue, flying by us a t a n altitude 
of less than 6~ fcet (1~ to 2 telephone po l es ). At closest approach, it passed north of us -: 
just across Seventh Avenue. 

The bird's fli gh t ~Ias not particularly swift and rep eated a cycle of between 
three nnd five wing beats fo llowed by a s hort glide. The f light pattern was agreed to be 
peculiar, though not unambi guously characteristic a s t o genus, and was thought to be partly 
the result of the bird' s effort to gain altit ude. The bird appeared t o gain speed going 
wes t as it appro.:lched the building comp l ex betH'een 12th and 13th Streets tha t houses the 
gym of the Univer s ity of Al abama in Birmingham (U.A. 8.). He los t s i ght of the bird in a 
flock of about 20 Rock Dove (Columbia livia ) tha t rose f rom a roof of the complex a s the 
bird approached. 

At 3 p.m. February 6, 1975, the N<itional Ueather Service r ecorded skies at the 
~ Birmingham airport overcas t at 1700 feet, visibility of 6 miles , wind out of the wes t (280° ) 

a t 11 knot s and a t emper atur e of 41°P. These data ar e consistent with our recollection of 
a t mospheric conditions at the time the bird was s i ghted. The bird tlas observed with the 
sun at our bucks until it passed us, whereupon its i m.:lge ~'la s reduced t o a silhouette. Ob­
s ervations were made without the aid of binoculars or any other t elescopic device. No 
camera was avai l able to record the s i ehting. 

The s i ze of the bird was between one and one-and-a-half times that of a Rock 
Dove, a n interva l which bracket s our s lightly differing es timates. The bird showed a 
longi sh tail, held closed in f light, and wings with prominent wrists ~ narrow, pointed 
~. The appearance of wing "windows It is accounted for by the observation of the absence 
6f a primary flight feather (possibly the fourth or fifth) from each wing. A hooked raptor­
bill was noted. The overa ll color was light brown. No prominent light or dark markings 
wer e noted on the head or elsewhere except for a clearly visible bl ack axillar under the 
l ef t wing. Th e axi llary area under the right wing was wi thheld f rom view for the duration 
of t.he s ighting. On the basis of these observations, t·le conclude tha t the bird we observed 
was a Prairie Falcon (Fa lco mexicanus) . 

The only other spec ies nentioned in the standard field guides as having black 
axillars is the Bl ack-belli ed Plover (Sguat ar ola squatarola), a species which can be ruled 
out as inconsis tent \·dth ot her observed char acteristics of the bird. It is perhaps not 
commonly rec08nized that some individuals of Red-tailed Ha~< (Buteo j arnaicensis) may 
exhibit d.:lrk tl xillary regions . Ho~ ... ever, in the admi t t edl y fe~ ... observa tions of such birds 
by one of us (HME) , it has been noted tha t da rk aXillary regions are accompanied by promi­
nent, dark belly bands and a ppear, in fact, to be extens ions ther eof r ather than separated 
in coloration from the s urrounding plumage. In any case, the bird in question lacked the 
char acteristic Buteo form and no hint of a belly band was noted. 

Both of us had seen Prairie Falcon individua l s prior to this sighting. EJM 
observed one in T-lyoming in the summer of 1974. HHE had seen the species several times, 
mos t recently in January, 1975, at Cheyenne Bottoms National Hildlife Refuge, Kansas. 

News of the sighting t ... as sprea d by word of mouth. 
including one of us (m-nO, int ensively searched for the bird 
not seen again. 
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Although several parties, 
during the ~ ... eekend, it was 



The area in which the bird was sighted is the campus o f U • . \. B. <lnd is part of 
an urban renewal scheme. It may be characterized as containing blocks of cle.ssrootn 
buildings interspersed with sparsely wooded vacant lots that have been clc~red of shrub~ 
bery and are mowed regularly in the summer. It is bordered by small businesses and 
light industry to the north and l ... est, a residential area to the south and the massive 
U.A.B. Hedical Center complex to the east. This area, some 12~1-5 square blocks, supports 
sizable populations of Rock Dove and Hourning Dove (Zenaidara macroura). Killdeer 
(Charadrius vociferus) are often seen as ~."ell as may breed on the gravel roofs of some 
of the buildings. Birds of prey of several species have been seen there from time to 
time. 

Hhile this area is not unfrequented by raptors, it is decidedly unusual tha t 
a Prairie Falcon should be sighted there. This sighting is th~ first record for the 
state of Alabama and, to the best of our kno~"'ledge, the f irst record of the species for 
the southeastern region of the United States. There are very few records east of the 
Mississippi River. A. C. Bent (Life Histories 21 North American Birds .2.!. Prey. Dover 
Publications, New York (1961» acknowledges several records for Minnesota, one record 
for llisconsin, and three for Illinois, all in early , ... inter and ali prior to 1931. The 
fifth edition of ~ A.O.U. Checklist 2i North American Birds (1957) lists the species 
as casual in Minnesota, Illinois and Indiana. 

The weather in the weeks prior to this sighting, according to National ':-1eathcr 
Service records, included the passage of two cold fronts through Birmingham. A strong 
front arrived on the afternoon of January 19 .... ith winds out of the northwest gusting to 

" 28 mph and considerable preCipitation, including a very light sno\ ... fall with no accumula~ 
tion. The second and somewhat weaker front arrived February 1 from a ~."esterly direction 
with winds gusting to 25 mph. 

. The unusual nature of this sighting now seasons with anxiety any periods , ... e 
spend out-of-doors without binoculars (though they really weren't necessary in t h is case) 
or camera. t-le feel that the details of this observation are sufficient grounds for adcli~ 
tion of Prairie Falcon to the Alabama state list with hypothetical status. Ue agree, 
however, that it should remain on the hypothetical list either until additional sightings 
are made in the state or until photographic evidence of its occurrence in this region is 
~vailable. It should be noted that the Prairie Falcon is considered an endangered species 
a"nd taking of sp~cimens is prohibited by Federal la\ .... 

1500 33rd Street So. Apt. 1 
Birmingham 35205 

BANDING ON THE BALm-lIN COUNTY COAST 

Thomas A. Imhof and James V. Peavy, Jr. 

On September 19 and 20, 1958, and at least twice each winter, spring and fall 
since August, 1971, the writers have banded at Fort Horgan. This produced a total of 
2269 new banded birds of 96 species on 64 days or 35 birds per day. At Fort Horgan, the 
birds are netted on the north (bay) side just under one mile from the west end of the 
21-mile .. long peninsula. This site, known as the n ~la ll," is near the east boundary of 
Fort Morgan State Park, where a 5-foot-high wall bisects the peninsula. Birds cross this 
wall in huge numbers during migration, but it is somewhat exposed to the west, and catches 
are sometimes poor in the afternoon or when the wind is westerly. But, the funneling 
effect of the terrain and the use of alternate nearby sites make up for any disadvantages. 
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