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WESTERH AND NORTHERI CELEBRITIES
ALONG 'ITI NULEROUS LINGERING MIGRANTS
HIGHLIGHT 1974 AOS CIIRISTIAS COUNTS

Numerous outstanding finds were recorded on the 13 Christmas Counts reported
to Alabama Birdlife for the 1974 Christmas 3Season (the same number as last year and again
including two counts ot Eufaula National 7ildlife Refuge--one on December 21 and the
other on January 4). ‘estern and northern visitors would have to compete with each other
for greater significance and, il one hud to choose, perhaps the scales should be tipped
in favor of the westerns, They included a Black-throated Gray Varbler at Bay County, a
Testern Kingbird and 3cissor-tuailed Tlycatcher at TFort Morgan, 3 White-winged Doves and
a brilliant male Yellow-headed 3lackbird ut Pensacola, and another Yellow=headed Blackbird
at Dauphin Islind (eich of the blackbirds following up recent winter records at the same
places). There arc increasing records of Black-throated Grays wintering in the Florida
Peninsula, and 3cissor-tailed Flycatchers have been noted in good numbers on Western and
Southern Florida Christmas Counts for over a decade, so A0S observers may look forward to
possibilitics of zdditionzl observations of thosc species in future years, The warbler
was only the first on an AGS Christmas Count, the 'lestern Kingbird a second, and the fly-
catcher a fourth, ‘hite-vinged Doves are rare in the AOS area. There have been three
previous count rccords in Alabama, but this was the first for Northwest Florida on a
Christmas Count or during a Christmas Count week since 1967 although a few are seen in
most winters.

A mystery lady at Pensacola attracted much attention and was later determined
to have probably been a female lling Fider, joined on Christmas Day (11 days after the
count but still within the full count period) by another; the birds were observed and
photographed by many. Their identification as King Liders is based on one found on the
beach later in the winter. It has always been considered difficult to distinguish the
female eiders, and ficld observers report the most determinative characteristic is com-
parison of the bill length between the nostril and the base at the forehead and the
length between the nostril and the tip; the first should be shorter in the King while
both lengths should be very nearly ejual in the Common. Further exciting northern
visitors at Pensacola were 3 female or immature Black Scoters during the count week,
which were joined by 2 more afterwvards, one of which was an adult male. In addition,
even though outside the count period, a female or immature Surf Scoter appeared on
January 4 and I and later an immature male on February 19, It may be noted that the
Blaclis are a sejuel to single birds observed last Christmas Season at Gulf Shores and
Bay County, Cther notzble northern visitors were the Short-eared Owl at larion, a
prelude to the owl axcitement to occur later in the winter (see "Owl \linter' in this
issue), and the 2 Rough-legged llawks at Vheeler Refuge,

The mild winter (second in a row) doubtless contributed to many migrants or
sumaer residents found rem:ining on the Christmas Counts, all of which were on the coast
except the Yellow~-breasted Chat, which responded to a Screech Owl call at Marion. Among
the others were a Yellow-throated Vireo, Black-throated Green Warbler, Purple Martin and
Purple Gallinule at Day County, a male Summer Tanager and Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Marianna
(the former being a sequel to--and probably the same bird as--the male frequenting the
same suet feeder within the count week there last year), and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
at Pensacola and within the count week at Bay County (the latter a male and the former a
female observed well at close range so that the green back and lack of rufous were noted).
Baltimore Orioles (now classified by the AOU as the Baltimore race of a new Northern
Oriole) have in recent years been appearing on many Christmas Counts in the Southeast.

A lady at Pensacola is doing a good job of feeding them, for a male was found during the
count week there at the same feeder as one seen on the count date last year. Other summer
residents that are rare to uncommon on the coast in winter included the Gull-billed Tern
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at Mobile, 2 Black-and-White Warblers at Bay County, Yellow-throated Warblers on or
within the count week of five counts with a high of 6 at Bay County, and White-eyed
Vireos on eight counts, six on the coast and, in addition, both counts at Eufaula
Refuge.

The mild winter may also have accounted for the large number of counts on
which certain wading birds appeared. The VWhite Ibis was reported on four counts as
opposed to five last year--12 for a Christmas Count record at Fort Morgan, 2 immatures
inlapd on the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count, and 2 each at Mobile and Pensacola. Green
Herons were reported on three counts, including one on the Jan., 4 Eufaula Refuge Count.
Am. (now called Great) Egrets and Little Blue Herons were found inland on both Eufaula
Counts, the 85 of the former on Jan. 4 being an inland winter record as were the 5 of
the latter on Dec, 21, Eufaula also has a good colony of Black-crowned Night Herons,
and 54 were noted on the Jan. 4 count, The Yellow-crowned Night Heron might be expected
to be less likely in winter since it is the more southern of the two night herons, but
it was recorded on three coastal counts==Mobile (4), Dauphin Island (1) and Pensacola (2);
the latter its fifth straight Christmas Count record. Notable also were 3 Reddish Egrets
(one a white-phased bird) at Dauphin Island and a Least Bittern at Gulf Shores for the
second straight year that one was observed at Mary Lou Slough. The American Bittern, its
more northern cousin, appeared on three counts--2 at Gulf Shores and 1 on the Jan. 4
Eufaula Refuge Count, each for their third straight year, and 1 at Fort Morgan. Strangely
due to its continuing population explosion, however, the Cattle Egret was found this year
on only two Christmas Counts with a high of 6 at lMobile as compared with five counts last
year and a high of 26 at Dauphin Island.

In the category of species endangered from one cause or anothér, the Brown
Pelican, apparently still suffering from persistent pesticide residues, was found in
low numbers on only two counts--3 at Bay County and 1 at Fort Morgan--down from 42 and
20 on those same counts, respectively, in 1973, The Bald Eagle and Osprey are also
still suffering from persistent pesticide residues. It is, therefore, encouraging to
note an immature Bald Eagle at Wheeler Refuge for the sixth straight year one has been
seen there either on the count or within the count periods and the 2 (one adult and one
immature) within the count week of the Dec, 21 Eufaula Refuge Count; the same is true of
the 2 Ospreys on the Jan., &4 count at that refuge and the 1 at Fort Morgan, The other
North American eagle--an immature Golden--was found at Eufaula Refuge on its Dec. 21
count.

Another threatening factor is, of course, destruction of habitat, and changes
in the marsh area at the intracoastal waterway near Gulf Shores resulted in absence of
the usual Sandhill Crane flock, Because of rapidly diminishing beach habitat, the
Piping and Snowy Plovers are included on the '"Blue List'" of species not yet considered
endangered but whose numbers are reported on the decline (American Birds (1974), 28(6):
972-74), On the 1974 AOS Counts, Pipings were found on four counts with a high, however,
of 30 at Dauphin Island, and Snowys on three with highs of 10 at Pensacola for a Northwest
Florida Christmas Count record and 9 at Dauphin Island., The Am. Oystercatcher (also on
the "Blue List'") was found at Dauphin Island (3) and Fort Morgan (2 within the count week).
The Christmas Counts reflect that the Eastern Bluebird, which has suffered from harsh
winter weather in past years, as well as a decline in available nesting locations, 1is
still low in highly urbanized areas such as Birmingham and Mobile, although it is in=-
creasing in some rural and coastal areas.

Most hawks are also on the "Blue List.'" 1In the AOS area, Sharp-shins were
found on six counts with highs of 5 at Bay County and 4 at Marion, while the Cooper's
appeared on or within the count week of only four. Single Merlins (or Pigeon Hawks)
were found on three counts=--the Jan., 4 Eufaula Refuge Count, Fort Morgan and Gulf Shores.





















































