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';ffiSTERN t.NO tlORTHERil CELEBRITIeS 
ALONG ,1ITIl NlJlmrtou3 LINGER ING IHGIlAHTS 

HIGHLIGHT 1974 " OS ClUUSTHAS COtmTS 

Numerous out !; tanding finds Hcr e recorclccl on t he 13 Chri stm'1S Counts reported 
t o Al abamn Birdlifc for the 1974 Chris tD" s Season (thc S~ll'!l.e nUMber as last year a nd again 
inc luding t wo count s " t Eu[;:~ u 1.:t Hation .• l ' Jildlifc Hefuge--onc on December 21 a n d the 
other on J .::. nuary 4). !!cs t crn ;", n u norther n v i sitors t",ould h Ctve to compete ,,,,ith each other 
for gr ea t er s i gni fic.:l nce ::n d , if OilC h;.:d to choos e, perhaps t.he scales should be tipped 
in fflvor of the ncs terns. They included .:l Black-throated Gr ay iTar b l er a t l3ay County, a 
Hes tern Kingbird ilnd :kbsor-t ~.i1{'rl Flyc.l tcher at Fort r-lorgan, 3 Tlhitc-,,,,inged Doves and 
a brillia nt m., l e Yell OI<l'-h e;:alc (i 31.-c;cl,biru •• t Pens acola, and another Ye llow-headed Blackbird 
a t D.:1U:>hin b l :~n d (c..ich of th e bl <l ckbird~ falloldn:; up r ecent wi nter r ecords a t t he same 
places ). There Llrc incr c.:ls inz r ecords of Bl uck - throa ted Grays ;o1int ering in the Flo rida 
Peninsul:l , Gl nd Scissor-t. ;l il cd Flyc '.ltch ers have been noted in good numbers on ' Ues tern and 
Southern Florida Chri5 t~ns Counts for over i.1 decade, s o J'..OS observers ma y look forHard t o 
possibilit ies of i!t!ditiond obser vd tions of tho$c species in future years. The I",arbler 
was only th e fir:it on .:10 ..... 03 Christmas Count, the ~lcs tern Janr;bird a s econd, and the fly­
catcher a fourt.!1. 1,,1litc-uinge.d Dov es a r e r a r e in the AOS a rea . Therc have been three 
previous count r ecord!; in .Habmm , but this \o1<1S the first fo r Northwes t Florid;:;. o n a 
Christmas Count or clurin3 a Christmas Count Heck since 1967 a lthough a few ar e seen in 
most wint. e r s • 

,\ mys t ery l ady at PensacoL..l ."l ttracted much a ttention and was l a ter det er mined 
t o hav e proba bly been a fcn..'1 l c. l ~ine Eider , joined on Chris t mas Day ( 11 days af ter the 
count but s till ,·lithin the full count r>eriod ) by anoth er; the birds Here observed and 
pho togr aphed by r:t..'1ny . Their i dentifica tion as lan g Liders i s based on one f ound on th e 
b each l at.er in t he \lint.er. It has ah1<l Ys been considered difficult t o distinguish the 
fe-lU le eiders, and fi eld obser ver s r eport the most determina t ive charact eri stic is c om­
parison of th e. bill lencth uctHcen th e nos tril anu the base a t th e fo r ehead and t h e 
l el1sth bet\.;cen the nostr il a nd the tip ; the fir s t shoul d be shorter in the King whil e 
both l enGths shoul d b e very ne;..: rly eq ua l in the Common . Further C,.--:citing northern 
vi s i t ors a t :?enS ilcol.l Here 3 female or i Tl'f'!Ul tur e IH<lck Scot er s durinn the count week , 
fJh ich ;.;cre joined by 2 Tllore "ftcrua r t!s , on e of uhich tvas a n adult m..'1 lc. In addition , 
even thouSh outside the count perio d , .:l f.e."i1.:.tle or ir:natur e Surf Scoter appea r ed on 
J a nu,uy 4 a nd S c.nc l .:: tcr ~m i mma tur e r.lo.'t lc on February 19. It may be noted tha t the 
BI .lc::s ~! r c •• sC'iucl to s i ng l e b irds observed l as t Christl':1il s Season .:I t Gu l f Shor es and 
Bay County. Other not =:b l e nor thern vis itors tJer e t h e Short - e.:l red O\vl a t Harion, a 
preluue t o th ~ 0.-:1 c: :citement to occur lilter in the \·1inter (see "0\,,1 :.Jinter" in this 
issue ), ,"jnd the 2 :{IJ u;:l, - l ce;gcd Hm'/lcs at ~ lheeler Rcfu·ge. 

The ",i ld Hinter (second in .:\ r Ol';) doubtl ess contributed to many migr o.nts or 
$lLli'aer r es i den ts found r en't.'l in i nc on t he Chr i stmas Counts, n l l of which ,,,ere on the coas t 
exc ep t the Ye llou- breZls ted Cha t, ,·,hich r esponded to a Scr eech Owl c a ll a t. Harion . Among 
the others Here <.J. YclloH-throated Vir eo , Bl a ck-throa ted Green ~;arbler, Purple Hartin and 
Purrlc Gall i nu l c at Day County, a r:ul. l e Summer Ta nager nnd YellOl'l-bill ed Cuckoo at Harianna 
(the former being .J. seq u e l to--nnd proba bly the S."lme bird a s --the ma l e frequenting th e 
same suet f eeder \o1ithin the count '·leek there l ast year), a nd Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
nt Pcnsacol <l and within t he count Hee:-~ at Bay County (the l atter a ma l e and the former a 
fc.'Th:l l e observ ed Hell il t close range so that the green back and lack of rufqus were noted) . 
Balt i mor e Or ioles (now classified by t.he AOU as the Baltimore race of a n ew Northern 
Or i o l e) have in recent years been a ppearing on ~ny Christmas Counts in the Southeast.. 
A lady at Pensaco la is doing a cood job of feedi ng them, for a male \vas found during the 
count Neek t here a t the same feeder as one seen on the count date last year. Other surrmer 
res idents that are r ure to uncommon on the coast in I.;int er included the Gull-billed Tern 
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at Hobile, 2 Black-and-White !Jarblers at Bay County, Yellow-throated Warblers on or 
within the count week of five counts with a high of 6 at Bay County, and Hhite-eyed 
Vireos on eiCht counts, six on the coast and , in addition, both counts at Eufaula 
Refuge. 

The mild winter may also have accounted for the large number of counts on 
which certain wading birds <lpp~red. The t'1l1ite Ibis was reported on four counts as 
opposed to five l as t year--12 for a Christmas Count record at Fort Morgan, 2 immatures 
inla~d on the Dec. 21 Euf<lula Refuge Count, and 2 each at Mobile and Pensacola. Green 
Herons were reported on three counts, including one on the Jan. 4 Eufaula Refuge Count. 
/1m. (no\v cillled GreJ.t) Egrets and Little Blue Herons were found inland on both Eufaula 
Count s , the 35 of the former on Jan. 4 being an inland winter record as were the 5 of 
the l~tter on Dec. 21. Eufaula also has a good colony of Black-crowned Night Herons, 
and 54 were noted on the Jan. 4 count. The Yellow-crowned Night Heron might be expected 
to be less likely in \vinter since it is the more southern of the tH'O night herons, but 
it t.;as recorded on thr ee coastal counts .. ·¥.obile (4), Dauphin I s land (1) and Pensacola (2), 
th e l a tter its fifth straight Christmas Count record. Notable also were 3 Reddish Egrets 
(on e a white-phased bird) at Dauphin Island and a Least Bittern at Gulf Shores for the 
second s tra ight year tha t one was observed at Mary Lou S lough. The American Bittern, its 
more northern cousin, appeared on three counts--2 at Gulf Shores and 1 on the Jan. 4 
Eufaul~ Refuge Count, each for their third straight year, and 1 at Fort ~brgan. Strangely 
due t o its continuing population explosion, however, the Cattle Egret was found this year 
on on ly t'lvO Christmas Counts tvith a high of 6 at Hobile as compared \vith five counts last 
year and a high of 26 at Dauphin Island. 

In the category of species endangered from one cause or another, the Brown 
Pelican, apparently still suffering from persistent pesticide residues, was found 1n 
low numbers on only two counts--3 at Bay County and 1 at Fort Morgan--down from 42 and 
20 on those same counts , respectively, in 1973. The Bald Eagle and Osprey are also 
still suffering from persistent pesticide res idues. It is, therefore, encouraging to 
note an immature Ba ld Eagle at Uheeler Refuge for the sixth straight year one has been 
seen t here either on the count or within the count periods and the 2 (one adult and one 
irrrnatur e ) within the count week of the Dec. 21 Eufaula Refuge Count; the same is true of 
the 2 Ospr"eys on the Jan. 4 count at that refuge and the 1 at Fort Morgan. The other 
North American eagle--an immature Golden--was found at Eufaula Refuge on its Dec. 21 
count. 

Another threatening factor is, of course, destruction of habitat, and changes 
in the marsh area at the intracoastal \vaterway near Gulf Shores resulted in absence of 
the usual Sandhill Crane flock. Beca use of rapidly diminishing beach habitat, the 
Piping and Snowy Plovers are included on the "Blue List" of species not yet considered 
endangered but whose numbers are reported on the decline (American Birds (1974), 28(6): 
972-74). On the 1974 AOS Counts, Pipings were found on four counts with a high, however, 
of 30 at Dauphin Island, and Snowys on three with highs of 10 at Pensacola for a Northwest 
Florida Christmas Count record and 9 at Dauphin Island. The Am. Oystercatcher (also on 
the " Blue List") was found at Dauphin Isla nd (3) and Fort Morgan (2 within the count week). 
The Christmas Counts reflect that the Eastern Bluebird, which has suffered from harsh 
\dnter wea ther in past years, as well as a decline in available nesting locations, 1s 
s till 1mv in highly urbanized areas such as Birmingham and l-Iobilc, although it is in­
creasinc in some rura l and coastal areas. 

Most ha\-.rks a re also on the IIBlue List ." In the AOS area, Sharp-shins were 
found on si~{ counts with highs of 5 at Bay County and 4 at Marion, while the Cooper's 
appeared on or within the count week of only four. Single l1erlins (or Pigeon Hawks) 
were f ound on three counts--the Jan. 4 Eufaula Refuge Count, Fort Morgan and Gulf Shores. 
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