HE LP

STOP

(F rom

FI RE

National

La te st boondo g gle pro po sed by
th e o gri-ch em i c a l c om p le x is a S200

cam pa ign to
mill ion,
twe lve- year
" e ra dicate" the i mporte d fire a nt in
nin e Southe aste rn State s . Ma ny Audubon membe rs wi ll re me mber t he firs t
ti me the fi re a nt wa s " e rad icated " in the la te 1950s . T he Na t iona l Audubon Socie ty put a specia l bio logis t ,
ornitho log is t Harold Pete rs , into the
f ield to i nve s ti ga te the re su lt s. With
much s ca re propaga nda abou t ho w the
a nts a te livestoc k a nd kille d huma n
ba bie s in th e ir cr ibs , the U. S. Department of Agri culture got mone y
from Co ngres s to launc h massive ae rial s pra ying program s , layi ng do wn
two pou nds of dieldri n or hep tachlor
pe r a c re . These two c hlo ri nated hyd roca rbo ns ar e sim ila r i n pe rs istence
b ut much more to xic th a n DDT . Pu blic prote s t a nd proof oi widespread
mortal it y to wi ldlife and l ive s toc k by
t he insecti c ides f ina ll y br ou ght a ha lt
to t he pro gram .
Now USDA, in lea g ue with c hemic a l ma nufac t ure rs a nd di strih utors ,
prop oses to us e a nothe r pe rs iste nt
ch lo rina ted hydrocarbon , rni rex . The
pla n is to s pra y 1.25 pound s of mire x
ba it pe r a c re ove r 120 millio n a cres .
Mi rex is e s pe ci all y damaging t o fi sh,
s hri mp, a nd ot he r mar ine orga nism s .
Muc h of the fir e a nt bait is ce rta i n to
wind up i n river s a nd e s t ua ries .
The fire a nt, a So ut h Ame rica n insect t ha t ha s been present in our
Southe rn s ta tes a t le ast s i nce 1918,
ha s ne ve r be en listed a mong th e major ins ect pe s ts in a ny of t hos e s ta te s.
More over, it is e a s ily co nt rolle d in a ny
local sit uat ion by t he app licati on of an
e ffe c t ive insectic ide , suc h a s mire x,
to the mounds inha b ite d by the a nt
co lo nies. But s uc h loc al a nd co mmon
se ns e meas ures co uld ne ver use up
S200 mill ion of you r taxes .
Experien ce ha s proved tha t it
takes a ma ssi ve di sp la y of publ ic o utrage to he ad off a pe s ti cide bo ond o ggle. So tak e pe n i n ha nd a nd wri te
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to Se cre tar y of Agric ult ure Clifford M.
Hardin , wi th co py t o Pr esident Nixon ,
in Wa shington D. C . He ca n stop t his
a si ni nity. Send a ca rbon or a simi lar
lette r t o yo ur Congre s sman be caus e
USDA's lobby ist s wil l be a t work tr yin g to c o nvi nc e him tha t t he f ire a nt
is a worse menac e to mankind t ha n
inte rna ti ona l co mmunis m. Meanw hil e ,
the E nviro nme nta l Def e ns e Fund a nd
a group of Mis si s sippi scie nti st s a nd
c it ize ns hav e gone t o c ourt to sto p
the USDA s prayi ng.
" We have move d t oo sl o wly in
both t he exec uti ve a nd le gisl at ive
bra nches towa rds t he goal of c omple ti on of our Nat io nal Wil dern ess
System," P re side nt Nixon sa id in a
specia I re port to Co ngress . He re minded the law ma ke rs tha t t hey had
before them twe nty pro posa ls for add iti ons to t he wilde rne ss s ystem , ad ding tha t he a ffi rmed " t his Admi nis tra ti on ' s inte nt to purs ue th e objec tives oi t he nat io nal Wildern e s s Ac t
ag gress ively in the coming month s."
Noti c e is he re b y gi ven t hat the
Executi ve Co unci l oi t he Alaba ma Ornithol ogica l Soc iet y, bec au s e of ri s e s
i n publication a nd oth er co s ts, ha s a pproved a n a me nd me nt to th e By- la ws of
the Societ y inc re asi ng the due s of
act ive a nd ass oci at e (ou t of s ta te) membe rs of th e Soc iet y to 54 .00 e ffect ive
a s of th e be gi nning of th e ca le nda r
yea r 1971 a nd t hat su ch an a men dmen t
will be pre s ent ed fo r a do pt ion during
the re gula r wint e r meeti ng of th e Society at the busin ess sessio n of the
member ship to be he ld at 7:00 p.m . on
Jan uar y 23 , 1971, at Rob inson ' s Riv er s ide Motel on Oyst er Ba y Road (Co unt y
Rout e 6) ad j ace nt to th e Bon Sec o ur
Ri ver in Bald wi n Cou nt y, Alabam a .
Dues for othe r cl a s s e s of membe rs hip
will re main t he sa me. Dat ed thi s 18th
day of Decembe r, 1970.
Wil ma J. L indberg ,Sec re ta ry
Alab ama Ornithologica l Soci et y
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Birmingham, Alabama
November 27, 1970
Honorable Richard M. Nixon,
President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
My Dear Mr. President:
The Alabama Ornithological Society requests your cooperation in
stopping the Agriculture Department's
plan to spray Mirex over wide areas in
an attempt to kill fire ants.

This IS the same kind of foolish
squandering of public funds as took
place in another fire ant "kill" a few
years ago when the use of chemicals
killed almost everything but fire ants
- laying waste game,
songbirds,
snakes, insects, and literally fouling
the earth. The horrible details were
published by a scientist who was in
charge, and is now public record.
There is no public record of another
equally unsuccessful project.
. The plan is similar to the unsuccessful cotton dusting program to kill
boll weevils that has slaughtered millions of birds and animals. and which
even the Department of Agriculture
admitted has failed. In the fall of
1968 in a statement in the Anniston
(Ala.) papers the county agent announced a new program of spraying insecticides in quadruple strength to
kill embryos of the boll weevil. This
plan was started but stopped by public reaction as the destruction of pollinating bees and other insects was
quickly noted; and when rains washed
the chemicals into streams and fish
kills quickly resulted.
All the spray campaigns of the
Agriculture Department in the last
quarter of the century have only resulted in waste, destruction, and pollution.
h
I wis to
emphasize
that
our trained
and professional foresters are as a whole fine and capable
men and, if the truth is known, they
do not approve such practices as
mentioned above, but they can only
obey orders.
Your cooperation will be greatly
appreciated by millions of people who
have long suffered from the failures
of our Agriculture Department.
Respectfully yours,
ALABAMA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
t~rlll
:.f /;..

. "/L()-1 I.:A-.C\-.(

Walter F. Coxe, President

_....

THE SEASON, FALL 1970
Compiler and Editor--Thomas A. Imhof
Fall is the season--after reproduction and before winter losses--when peak
numbers of birds are present. Insects, fruits, seeds, etc. have to be abundant to
support this horde and allow them to migrate successfully. So, birds are heavily
dependent on the weather even before they take off on their marvelous and hazardous journeys. The very fact that they make these journeys allows them to breed
and winter in the best possible surroundings and thus maintain their abundance.
This fall, although the trend of cool and dry continues, the weather could
best be described as erratic. In Birmingham, September was hot--l0 days with
temperature 90~or over-sand dry-rainfall only 1.05 inches. Thunderstorms of
23 and 24 Sep., rain on 27th and 28th, and a low of 43"on the 28th heralded a
very wet October with over 4 inches excess! November brought our first temperature 32 'or be1ow--3r'on the 3rd--and a change back to cool and dry weather. The
October rainfall nourished plantlife sufficiently to produce a few "spring "
flowers and in spite of a temperature deficiency of 2.4'in October and 4.9"in Nov
ember many leaves were still on the trees in the 3rd week of November, A strong
front passed through Birmingham just after midnight on the 20th, was accompanied by a heavy bird migration, and brought our season's low of 13 'on the 24th.
Birmingham's 6th Annual Fall Bird Count on 10 Oct. logged a record 120
species. A cold front passed through at 6 pm the day before, and conditions
were ideal for recording migrants. Significantly high counts were made on Mourning Dove, 877, E. Wood Pewee, 86, Blue Jay, 1338, and Starling, 1437; high
counts were made on 6 Warblers, Myrtle, Magnolia, Black-throated Green, Chestnut-sided, Ovenbird, and Northern Waterthrush. The following species, missed on
this count, may be in low numbers or their local habitat may be destroyed: Com
Egret, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, all swallows, Hermit Thrush. The
Mobile Club held its Dauphin-Bellingrath Fall Count on 17 Oct. and also recorded 120 species (fide JLD); for individual records see below.
Grebe, Pelicans-A Horned Grebe, earliest for the Tennessee Valley, was
seen at Wheeler Refuge on 23 Oct (RMB & TE). White Pelicans on the coast
peaked at 3000 at Mobile on 14 Oct (GS & JS); one was at East Lake from 22
Nov. to about 6 Dec (Mrs. RJF, FSM's & many) and was the subject of a news
item with photo in the Birmingham paper. Brown Pelicans were reported relatively
plentiful on the coast this season (MAG).
Herons, Ibeses- The Reddish Egret, another bird of undeveloped beaches that
used to frequent Dauphin Island all season long, was reported only on 8 and 15
Oct (LMcK). A late Snowy Egret was last seen at Lake Purdy, Birmingham on 15
Sep (HHW, HHK, PAR). The increase of Yellow-crowned Night Herons around
Birmingham this year was possibly reflected in the bird at Thomas Creek on 30
Oct (TAl & JM!), by 2 weeks latest everfor Mt. Region. At Lake Purdy, the Wood
Stork and the White Ibis present since mid-August, were last seen on 20 Sep
(RRR). The scarcity of fish-eating birds on Wheeler Reservoir may be due to the
fact that recent state testing there showed fish with as much as 2200 ppm of DDT
(7 is allowable in meat for human consumption).
Waterfowl-Atkeson reports that as of late November Wheeler Refuge has
30,0()O geese (up 35%) and 25,000 ducks (up 20%), very encouraging (probably due
to the cessation of hunting making Wheeler once more a Refuge-TAl). The
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geese include 1200 Blues and 150 Snows, the ducks mostly Mallard and Am
Widgeon and with Wood Ducks in good shape. Elsewhere waterfowl were early
but broke few records. An immature Whistling Swan was at Wheeler Refuge 0 n
22 Nov, pre-Thanksgiving cold front (JK). An adult female Shoveler with 4
flightless young was at Swan Creek near Decatur on 21 Aug OLW), but they
could have been just moulting birds. Eclipse birds were at Lake Purdy on 20
Sep (RRR) and at Lake Jackson, Florala, 2, on 31 Oct (CLK et 31.) Near Castleberry on 21 Nove 76 Wood Ducks were counted going to roost (CLK & RAD).
Three male Ri ng-necked Ducks summered successfully at East Lake, Birmingham7th successive year for the species (RRR). First Canvasbacks for this year
were early, 3 ~r 4 on 18 Oct at East Lake (JRB). Seven early Com Goldeneye
were on Dauphin on 28 Nov (LRT) and early Bufflehead were at River Falls on
21 Nov. (CLK& RAD) and Gulf State Park on 23 Nov. (MAG & LMcK) Four female or ~m.mature Surf Seaters showed up at Gulf State Park with the strong preThanksg1V~ng cold front on 21 Nov. (LRT & LPA) and next day were joined by 3
female or Immature Com Scoters (LRT & LPA); all 7 remained through the 28th
(many). A Ruddy Duck on 25 Oct at Mobile (REH) is earliest for the Gulf Coast by
a week.
Hawks- Numbers of nearly all hawks are drastically reduced, but at least a
few individuals of nearly all species manage to be recorded each year. Latest
ever for the state by almost a month was a Mississippi Kite on Dauphin Island
on 17 Oct (ELR). The decline of Cooper's Hawks seems to be much greater than
that of the Sharp-shinned so that the latter appears comparatively more numerous
In the last few years. The only eagle reported this fall was an immature Bald at
Wheeler Refuge, no date (TZA). The first Peregrine was on Dauphin on 19 Sep
(LPA & LRT), few were seen thereafter; around Birmingham 3 on 10 Oct. 2
were at Oak Mountain (MHP & MFP) and 1 at Lake Purdy also next day (RRR).

Shorebirds-A Black-bellied Plover at Lake Purdy on 10 & 11 Oct (RRR) is
only the second Mt. Region record, both fall. A Ruddy Turnstone, obviously
lost, was seen picking up scraps at a Fort Payne drive-in on 13 Sep (EMW's).
2nd Mt. Region record. A Whimbrel on 8 July at Mobile is by 8 days earliest
~ver for state (JLD, LD, BD). ~ Willet at Wheeler Refuge on 1 Nov QLW) is by
Just over a month the latest ever Inland record. Four Knots were seen on Dauphin
on 28 .Nov OK &. WW's). A Baird's Sandpiper at Lake Purdy on 24 Sep ONC &
HHK) IS the 3rd Inland record (all Mt. Region); and 4 of the 5 state records are
in September. For the 3rd fall in a row the Dunlin has been recorded at Lake
Purdy, this time a highest ever was that of 6 on 31 Oct (HHK, ALM, & RRR), and
the latest ever anywhere inland ,one on 26 Nov (RRR). Buff-breasted Sandpipers
were seen at Lake Purdy--2nd fall in the Mt. Region--on 5 & 6 Sep, 1 (RRR et al):
13 Sep, 2 (KTK); 20 Sep, 1 (RRR); and 24 Sep ONC & HHK) ties latest inland.
A Marbled Godwit was on Dauphin on 25 Sep (AGT & LRT). A Sanderling was at
Lake Purdy on 12, 16 & 26 Sep (HHK el a1.) Avocets were first noted at Mobile
on 31 Oct, flock of 9 (LPA & LMcK) and another 8 on 11 & 12 Nov at Wheeler
Refuge (ENW, TPS & JLD) are latest ever inland.
Gulls & Terns- A heavy concentration of gulls roosting near Fort Morgan in
November inc1u~ed at least 3000 Herring, nearly all immature, 200 Ring-billed,
and 3000 Laughing on 13 Nov (TAl & JMI). Two Franklin's Gulls at Mobile on 25
<£t (REH) are only the 3rd Alabama record, first in fall. The movement of terns
down the Chattahoochee this fall was reported very good, especially Forster's,
3

Common, & Black (LAW). A few least terns were also seen. 1 at Lake Purdy on 19
Sep (HHK & KTK) is the 3rd Mt. Region record, and 2 on 5 Oct on Lake Oliver
(LAW) only the (jh for the Piedmont. Sandwich Terns were abundant at Gulf
State Park on 28 Nov (REH, LMcK & MEM). Caspian Terns were at Lake Purdy
on 19 Sep, 3 (HHK & KTK) and one on 10 & 11 Oct (RRR) latest ever Mt. Region.
Cuckoos. Goatsuckers-Cuckoos lingered late; a Yellow-billed in Birmingham
on 4 Nov (HHK) is exceeded by only 2 other records, (9 Nov '67 & 13 Nov '65);
a Black-billed at jasper on 16 Oct (TAl & HHK) is latest for Mt. Region by 6
days; but one just below Mitchell Dam on the Coosa R on 10 Dec (MFP & MHP)
is almost a month later than any other Alabama record. A Whip-poor-will was
flushed on Dauphin Is. on 17 Oct OLD et al.) The Com Nighthawk peaked at
70-80 in Birmingham on 10 Sep (RRR); 2 or 3 were still present on 31 Oct (GA);
and one remained to 20 Nov (RDB), by 2 weeks latest ever for the state.
Swift, Hummingbird, Woodpeckers- Six Chimney Swifts in Birmingham at East
Lake on 21 Oct (RRR) tie latest for Mt. Region. The last Ruby-throated Hummingbird seen in Birmingham was on 23 Oct (SM) but in Mobile one was seen as late
as 29 Nov OLD). A 10CBe flock of 6 Red-headed Woodpeckers was noted flying
southwest late in the afternoon of 10 Sep at Thomas Creek, Birmingham (T AI). A
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Spring Hill on 9 Oct (MAG) is early for the coast.
Flycatchers- Western Kingbirds were fairly common on the coast, first, 22
Sep on Dauphin OLD), last on 28 Nov on Dauphin OK & WW's). At least 2 Scissortails were listed, 3 Oct at Coden (LPA & LRT) and 12 Nov on Dauphin (AGT &
LRT). This Flycatcher has been recorded every month of the year in Alabama,
but only once each in August and September and both inland. Except for these 2,
li1e 3 Oct record is earliest fall for the state. Banders continue to provide excellent data on Empidonaxes; of 39 banded by 3 banders this fall, 13 were Least, 10
Yellow-bellied, and 8 each Traill's and Acadian. Migration peak was 12 Sep when
; "yward banded 11 (5 Traill's) out of 23 and Kittinger 2 of 13. The first Olivesided Flycatcher was on Dauphin on 13 Aug (LRT); birds were seen near Lake
Purdy on 12, 19, 20 (2), and 24 Sep (HHK et al.) A Vermilion Flycatcher was by
4 davs earliest ever for state, on 8 Oct on Dauphin (LPA & LRT).
fiuthatch, Wrens, Thrushes- The Red-breasted Nuthatch seemed to migrate
backwards in its off year; 2~ Sep, Dauphin Island (LRT, MAG & jLD); 30 Sep,
Mobile, (MAG); 4 Oct, Bankhead Forest (RRR); 10 Oct, Birmingham (HBT). On
10 Oct.j J Bewick's Wrens' were in Birmingham (TAl). An early Winter Wren was
on Dauphin on 17 Oct (fide MAG). Six marsh wrens, both species, were listed in
Birmingham on 10 Oct (HHK, JNC, GBC). An early Robin was at Dog R, Mobile
on 21 Oct (LMcK). A late Wood Thrush was in Birmingham on 27 Oct, 4 days
latest Mt. Region (PAR). Migrant brown thrushes (Swainson's , Gray-cheeked, and
Veery) see m to be getting scarce r. (Compared to Wood and Hermit-whie h latter
aren't too numerous--Kittinger in Birmingham banded 3 migrant to 4 Wood-Hermit,
on Dauphin, Hayward banded 14 migrant to 14 Wood-Hermit. A bright spot on the
E. Bluebird picture is that of 15 counted at Lake Purdy on 20 Sep (VT et al.)
Kinglet, Waxwing, Vireos-·Golden-crowned Kinglets were first noted in the
Bankhead Forest on 16 Oct, 14 birds (TAl & HHK); in Birmingham on 18 Oct
(HHW); and on Dauphin on 31 Oct (REH, MEM, & LRT). The Cedar Waxwlng sometimes breeds in Alabama the year following a winter of abundance. After last
winter's record-breaking flocks no breeding evidence was reported, however 2
early fall records are suspicious, Dauphin Island, 13 Sep (PEH & LRT) and Bankhead Forest. a pair on 2 Oct (fAI & HHW). A Yellow-throated Vireo on Dauphin
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on 28 Nov OK & WW's). is 4 weeks later than any migrants, however the species
has wintered twice on the coast. Philadelphia Vireos were reported quite regularly from Birmingham and Dauphin Island, and one on 30 Aug on Dauphin (LRT)
is by 2 weeks earliest ever for the state.
Warblers general-Presenting a great variety of colors and patterns, warblers
always put on a good show for the bird-watcher, even in fall. This year, counts
were overshadowed by banding totals; 19 species were seen in Birmingham on 10
<.£t (B.A.S.), 22 species on 17 Oct (M.B.C.), and 17 species on 30 Oct (MAG et
al); 28 and 29 Sep were big banding days on Dauphin Island with Tuck Hayward
and Margaret Miller; total 331 birds banded! Hayward banded 21 species of
warblers on 28th, 13 species on the 29th, and 27 species for the month at September! Among 85 warblers of 14 species banded this fall at S.U.N.A. in Birmingham by the Kittingers , the top 3 were Magnolia, 23; Yellowthroat, 17; and
Tennessee, 12. Among the 28 species banded by Hayward on Dauphin, the top 3
were Yellowthroat, 115; Am Redstart, 31; and Magnolia, 16--note 2 species
common to both!
Warblers, specific-A Prothonotary Warbler banded on 27 Sep on Dauphin
(REH) and a Swainsons Warbler--latest of 3--banded on 11 Oct there (REH) are
both late but not the latest ever. A Lawrence's Warbler banded on Dauphin on 28
Sep (MEM) is the 6th Alabama record of this hybrid, 1st in fall. A fat immature
female Tennessee Warbler banded in Birmingham on 7 Nov (TAl) is very late but
not latest. Early Orange-crowned Warblers reached Birmingham and the coast in
September; one on the 17th at Glenn. H.S. (IFS & NR) is exceeded by but one
record (11 Sep '57, Gadsden); the other on the 28th was on Dauphin OLD & MAG).
A Yellow Warbler in Birmingham on 10 Oct (GBC & GC) ties the latest Mt. Region
record. Magnolia Warblers for all their abundance produced no new extremes, but
one on 4 Nov on Dauphin (MAG) was within 3 days of a state late date. A Cape
May Warbler on Dauphin on 23 Sep (REH, MEM, LRT) indicates that this species
occurs this far west annually. Exactly the same can be said of another Atlantic
Coast migrant, the Black-throated Blue Warbler, seen on 21 Oct in Spring Hill,
Mobile (LA) and on 30 Oct on Dauphin (LMcK, MWG & LRT). The first Myrtle
Warbler reached Dauphin on 28 Sep OLD & MAG) and the Mt. Region on 2 Oct,
Bankhead Forest (TAl & HHW). Black-throated Green Warblers were reported as
abundant in the Tennessee Valley (Mrs. HG), last at Decatur on 31 Oct (Mrs. HG)
is latest for Ten. V. by 5 days; abundant in Mt. Region, 30 listed in Birmingham
on 10 Oct (B.A.S.); "very plentiful" on the coast (MAG). 1 on 14 Nov on Dauphin
(TAl, LRT, JMI) is latest for state except for wintering birds. An immature
Sutton's Warbler on the Shell Mounds on Dauphin Island on 14 Nov (TAl) thoroughly astounded this writer (See Note). A rather late Ovenbird on 16 Oct in the Bankhead Forest was probably on its breeding territory (TAl & HHK); another late
one on 14 Nov on Dauphin was banded, had no fat, was recovering from a tarsal
fracture, weighed 15.9 gms (normal 20-26), and is latest ever for the state by 6
days (TAl &JMI). A Connecticut Warbler on Dauphin Is. on 17 Oct (LA) ties the
latest date for the state and aMourning Warbler banded on Dauphin on 12 Sep (REH)
species.
Of
continues to indicate regular migratory status for these two
the 115 Yellowthroats banded by Hayward on Dauphin in September, 22 were
banded on the 28th and 52 on the 29th. Wilson's Warbler, common on the coast
(MAG).Jtied the coastal plain arrival date with 1 on Dauphin on 7 Sep (LRT & LPA).
More than usual Canada Warblers were on the coast this September (MAG); in
Birmingham a late bird was banded on 6 Oct. (RjK) and one there on 13 Oct
(ALM) is latest inland. Of 31 Am Redstarts banded by Hayward in September, 11
5

were on the 28th and 17

on

the 29th.

Blackbirds, T.anag~r- In the Southeast, Yellow-headed Blackbirds appear to
be more common In s~nng, and they seem to bypass Alabama; this season doubled
our fall records to 6 m c~ntrast to 1 spring record. On 9 Sep an adult male was
at Eufaula Refuge OM), first and only inland record; from 15 to 26 Sep , 2 birds
were. on. Dauphin (REH, MEM, LRT) and on 3 Oct another was on Dauphin OLD).
In ~Hm1ngham a lone male Bullock's Oriole was seen on 11 Sep (ELG), 2 days
~arher than coastal records. The presence of the Baltimore Oriole as a breeder
in west Alaba.ma was firmly established by a display of Sumter County nests at
our fall meeting OJ); the species is probably thinly scattered as a breeder
throughout our western tier of counties. A late Western Tanager was on Dauphin
on 15 Oct (LMcK).
Finches":,,, On 20 Oct groups of 5 or 6 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks constantly
flew fr~m eas.t to we~t across the highway between Jasper and Grayson from 7 to
9 am; involving a minimum of 50 birds (TAl & HHW). A Black-headed Grosbeak
on 4 Oct on D~uphin (LPA & LRT) is the 11th record since 1957. A Blue Grosbeak on Dauphin on 13 Nov (REH) is exceeded by but one record 29 Nov '57 A
late Indigo Bunting was banded at S.U.N.A. on 31 Oct (R]K) but at the Shell
Mounds on Dauph1n. on 14 Nov at lea~t 30 birds were still present (TAl, ]MI, LPA,
LRT). Two Evening Grosbeaks m suburban Birmingham on 10 Oct (MHP &
~FP). in ~he absence of any other records for the season to date are probably
lingering immatures that summered nearby. The first Purple Finch in Birmingham
:vas ~at~ on 15 Nov (HHW). Only one Pine Siskin was noted this fall, on 21 Nov
in Bu.mlngham (HHW).
The 3rd Lark Bunting for Alabama was one seen on
Dauphin on ~5 Sep (REH, MEM & LRT). A LeConte's Sparrow in Mobile on 25
Oct (REH) gives the Gulf Coast an arrival date more in line with north Alabama.
Three Lark Sparrovs were on the coast on 27 Sep, 1 on Dauphin (banded--MEM)
and 2 in Baldwin County (LPA & LRT). Perhaps Bachman's Sparrow is not as
rare as thought north of the coastal flatwoods; 3 were reported around Birmingham, 30 Aug (WFC), 12 Sep (HHK), & 28 Sep (banded--R]K). The arrival of
Slate-colored.Ju.ncos was reported thus: first, 1 on 4 Oct in the Bankhead Forest
1 (RRR); Bum1n~ham, 10 Oct (RRR); Bankhead Forest on 16 Oct, 34 birds (TAl
& HHK); Dauphin Island on 30 Oct (LMcK, LRT, MWG). Two Clay-colored
Sparrows ,!,e~e banded on Dauphin, 1 on 27 Sep (REH) and another on 17 Oct
(ME~), bringing the num~er of recads to 10 and enhancing the belief that the
species occurs ~nnually in Alabama. A peak of 7 White-crowned Sparrows was
logged on Dauphin on 17 Nov (LRT). The first Whitethroat in Birmingham was on
2 Oct (PAR); ?y the 17th over 40 were counted at Thomas Creek alone (TAl)' by
the l~th th~ .fust one was at Spring Hill (MAG). Although Fox Sparrows ~ere
slow in .arrIVIng, the firs~ one on 19 Oct in Birmingham (HHW)ties the earliest
Mt. Region record. In Burningham, one Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Thomas
Creek on 30 Oct aMI & TAl) and another was banded at S.U.N.A. next day (R]K
& HHK). An early Swamp Sparrow was on Dauphin on 4 Oct (LRT & LPA).
Observers-(reporters in capitals) - Lois Almon, Lois P. Archer, Gussie
Arnett, THOMAS Z. ATKESON, Richard M. Bays, Birmingham Audubon Society]
,Russell ~aiIey, ANDREW K. BATES, Raymond D. Bates, G. Bradley Carlisie,'
Greg Carlisle, Jack N. Carusos, Bill Denton, Leo Denton, ]. L. Derden (j LDe)
PEV. J. L. DORN OLD), Robert A. Duncan, Tony Estes, Mrs. R. J. Feenker:
~~RY A. GAILLARD, M. Wilson Gaillard, Mrs. Harrison Garrett, Emmy Lou
nmley, R. E. (TUCK) HAYWARD, John M. Imhof, Thomas A. Imhof, Jenkins
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CURTIS L. KINGSBERY, HELEN H. KITTINGER, Joe Kennedy, Ricky]. Kittinger, Ronnie D. Kittinger, Ed LaRoux, Mobile Bird Club, Shirley Manning,
Louise McKinstry, Ann L. Miller, James W. Miller, Margaret E. Miller, Mr. and
Mrs. R. S. Mugavin, M. F. Prather, Morton H. Perry, Pat A. Riley, ROBERT R.
REID, Elberta G. Reid, Nan Robertson, Samford University Nature Area, T. P.
Sandlin, Idalene F. Snead, Genevieve Spafford, Jim Spafford, Alice G. Tait,
LIB R. TOENES, Virginia Thrasher, Emmet N. Waldrop, L. A. WELLS, MR.
AND MRS. E. M. WEST, Mr. and Mrs. Wiley M. Wilkinson, HARRIETT H. WRIGHT,
Joe L. Wright.
SUTTON'S WARBLER IN ALABAMA
On 14 November at the Shell Mounds on Dauphin Island I spent a good 3
minutes watching a Sutton's Warbler with 10 x 50 binoculars in 5 different spots
between 20 and 30 feet away and about 3 feet off the ground. It was in a mature
live oak, then a large cedar. The bird is best described as a Parula Warbler
from the neck down and a Yellow-throated Warbler from the neck up. The bird
showed the yellowish-green, squarish back patch of a Parula Warbler, the head of
an immature Yellow-throated Warbler, and the yellow throat, white belly, and
white in tail common to both. The flanks had no streaks, and the sides of head
no large black patch or white patch as in an adult Yellow-throated. The broad
head stripes were not as contrastingly marked as in an adult Yellow-throated-exactly what one would expect in a hatc hing yea r bird. The bird was the size of
a Yellow-throated, not as tiny as a Parula.
This bird, apparently a hybrid between the Parula and Yellow-throated Warblers, was first discovered in eastern panhandle West Virginia (Potomac Valley]
Through the courtesy of George A. Hall, Editor of the Wilson Bulletin and a Professor at West Virginia University and Chandler S, Robbins of the Migratory Bird
Populations Station at Laurel, Md. the following information was obtained. Three
non-breeding season records are for Wilmington, N. C., Bull's Island, S. C ....
Georgia (Coastal?) by Dorothy Neal, and possibly two others. Apparently there
are no records since 1950.
This warbler apparently resulted from the Yellow-throated Warbler extending
its range up the Potomac Valley. The individual pioneering birds sometimes
found themselves without a mate because the species was so thinly scattered
and population pressures prevented them from returning to the main range. The
Yellow-throated Warbler has now extended its range farther up the Potomac, and
so the Dauphin record may indicate that possibly another pioneering individual
found itself far beyond the main body of the species during the breeding season,
and so mated with a Parula.
It appears that hybrid warblers are not too rare; most active bird students
have met with more than one warbler that could not be identified because it was
an obvious hybrid, and few of these people in the East have not recorded the
Blue-winged-Golden-winged hybrids. If large organisms have to be very closely
related in order to mate and produce fertile offspring, it appears that many warbler genera, particularly the monotypic ones, are on an unsound basis.
This record is, of course, the first for Alabama. The November date is not
unduly late when one considers that both the Parula and Yellow-throated Warblers
winter annually in the same county, Mobile County. Because this bird reached
Dauphin Island, however, the probability is greater that it will fly across the
Gulf to Central America.
The scientific name of Sutton's Warbler is Dendroica potomac, but if a hybrid as believed now, it should be Parulo americona x Dendroica dominica.
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THE FALL ADS MEETING
The Fall Meeting of the Alabama Ornithological Society was held October
23-24 at Livingston, in conjun ction with the Birmingham Audubon Society campout at Epes. Members and guests had a choice of staying at tbe headquarters
motel, the Livingston Inn, or camping at the site of old Fort Tombecbee,
Birding on The Tombigbee River Friday afternoon was done the relaxing,
easy way-s-from a boat! As we quietly cruised along the river past chalk cliffs
and tree-lined banks carpeted with ferns, we were observed by a great horned owl,
a great blue heron, common egrets, turkey vultures, black vultures, and kingfishers. Our hostesses Annie Bestor Mitchell and Suddie Rogers provided an excellent dinner on board the boat. After the cruise, birders drove to Livingston and
heard an interesting talk by Tom Imhof.
Saturday Annie Bestor and Dr. Wayne Canis of Livingston University led a
field trip to the site of Bluff Port on high white cliffs overlooking the Tombigbee.
Keen senses were needed in order to spot birds in the trees and sky and at the
same time keep eyes to the ground looking at deer tracks and fossil seashells.
Dr. Canis showed us numerous shells of salt water mollusks left by receding
waters of Cretaceous seas that covered the area some 85 million years ago.
Jenkins Jackson of Livingston welcomed birders to his home to see his collection of bird nests. We were able to examine closely nests of the Baltimore
oriole, the orchard oriole, and the blue-gray gnat-catcher. Mr. Jackson thoughtfully furnished reprints of his 1960 compilation of birds of Sumter County.
A dinner was held Saturday night at Livingston University, after which a lucky few won door prizes such as Dr. Gaillard's Moving the Earth for a Song
and a sculptured feeder made and donated by Mr. Paul Childers. The sculpture is
of John James Audubon sketching a peregrine falcon and is placed against the
back of the wooden feeder. Such a feeder, 1772 inches high, 18 inches wide, and
6 inches deep and finished in a deep brown and antique greyish green, may be obtained from Mr. Childers of 504 Whitesburg Drive S.E., Huntsville, Ala. 35802
for $7 plus a small shipping charge.
Dr. Canis gave an excellent talk on geology and paleontology. Members and
their families listened intently as he described the geologic regions of the Southeast and the rise of the Appalachians in the Permean and Pennsylvanian periods.
Field trips to pasturelands and ponds near Livingston and to the fascinating
Smith Lake near Gainesville provided many species of birds to bring a total number of 71 species recorded for the three-day meeting. Participants of an impromptu
post-meeting side-trip to the Marion Fish Hatchery and the Wedgeworth artesian
well ponds noted an additional 5 species of ducks and shore birds. Among birds
recorded in the Livingston-Gainesville area were: Cooper's red-tailed, red-shouldered, marsh and sparrow hawks, turkeys, American coot, barred owl, yellow-bellied sapsucker, brown creeper, hermit thrush, ruby and golden-crowned kinglets,
Tennessee, magnolia, myrtle, black-throated green, and bay-breasted warblers,
Savannah, vesper, white-throat, swamp and song sparrows.
Forty of the 63 participants in the three-day ineeting comprised AOS members
and families. Out-of-state members and guests were: Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd W. Clayton, Gulf Breeze, Fla.: Mr. and Mrs. Curtis L. Kingsbery, Pensacola, Fla.; Mr.
and Mrs. George W. Matthews, Steve Schley, of Columbus, Ga.; Mr. and Mrs. T.
McRae Williams, Atlanta, Ga.
Gussie Arnett
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BUSINESS MEETING
This is forma l not ice of impor ta nt business meeting of the Ala bama Ornithologica l Socie t y at 7:00 P .M. Sa tur da y eve n ing J a nuary
23 , 1971 in Banq uet Room of t he Robinso n Rive rs ide Motel, on Oyste r Bay Road on the Bon Sec ou r Riv e r, Gu lf Sho res , Alaba ma, for
voting on t he Boord of Dire c tors re c ommen da ti on to ra is e a du lt member dues to 54 .00 pe r ye a r.

ROBINSON' S RI VERSIDE MOTEL, Route 3, Box 146, Fo ley Alabama
P. O. !3ox 39, Gulf Shores , Alaba ma , Tel epho ne Gulf Shores 205/96 8-5178

Deluxe Kitche n wit h 2 double bed s
(Above rooms ca n con nec t to s lee ping
rooms.)

1
23
4
per son peopl e peop le people
$ 12
13
14

Deluxe Room with 2 double beds
De luxe Room with 1 doub le be d

9
$ 6

10

11

12

13

7

Kitc hen Room with 2 double beds

11

Kitc hen Room wit h 1 do uble bed

10

AIR CONDITIONED - .. - _. . TV IN ROOMS
Ro ll -a-way beds avail able nt S2.00 pe r nigh t. We have fre e baby bed s.
No Pet s Plea se - Ga lf - BankAmer ica rd
HO LIDAY INN OF GULF SHORES
P . O. Box 417 - Highwa y 182
Gulf Shores, Ala bama
T el ephone 205/968· 434 1
We are locat ed on Highwa y 182, East Gulf Shores Boulevard , ap proximately 50 mile s from Mobile a nd 30 miles from Pe nsac ol a, Fl orida. We ha ve
118 luxury rooms, ea c h wit h a vie w of t he bea ut iful Gulf of Mexico . Our
rates ar e as follow s :
No. of Persons

1 Bed

2 Bed s

Spe cia l

1 (9/8 - 4130 )

10

12

16

2

14

16

20

